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KANSAS CITY, Kan. — It
seemed as if Denny Hamlin
was out for a Sunday after-
noon drive at Kansas
Speedway, hanging around
the leaders most of the day
but never really giving any-
body too much reason to
worry.
Turned out that Hamlin

was playing possum, just as
he did at Phoenix earlier
this year.
His team kept making

slight adjustments on
every stop and had his Toy-
ota dialed in late in the
race when Hamlin charged
past Martin Truex Jr. for the
lead. He then held off
Truex’s last-ditch move
with two laps remaining to
win for the second time
this season.
“It felt a lot like Phoenix

in the sense of we kind of
hung around the top five all
day,” said Hamlin, whose
best finish at Kansas had
been third last year.
“At the end we just kind

of make our charge, make
our run, and there were
some things that had to
happen the last run really
for us to work out, and
those things happened.”
The victory gave his Joe

Gibbs Racing team some
momentum heading to
Richmond, where the Vir-
ginia driver has won twice
before — and where he cer-
tainly won’t sneak up on
anybody.
“We’ve had good cars, we

got the win at Phoenix, and
we’ve had consistent good
performances,” crew chief
Darian Grubb said. “All
these details are starting to
add up.”
Jimmie Johnson was

third for Hendrick Motor-
sports, which has failed in
14 tries to win the team’s
milestone 200th race. Dale
Earnhardt Jr. and Kasey
Kahne also finished in the
top 10.
“I was just watching from

the third spot, hoping those
guys would give me an op-
portunity,” Johnson said. “I
just wish I was closer to
those guys to race for it.”
Long green-flag runs on

Sunday gave Hamlin the
chance to sit back and
watch as the race unfolded,
never pressing for the lead
until it mattered. When that
happened, his team had
made enough right deci-
sions that he powered to
the front as the sun finally
broke through.
“They didn’t panic,”

team owner J.D. Gibbs said.
“They paced themselves,
and I’m glad the sun stayed
out a little at the end.”
Truex dominated most of

the afternoon, leading a
race-high 173 laps, but had
to settle for second place. It
was his third top-five finish
of the season, but he’s yet to
win in 175 races.
“Sorry guys, I lost this

one for you,” a despondent
Truex radioed to his team.
“Hey man, you did a

great job,” came the reply.
“They know we were here.”
Truex said his final set of

tires cost him. He was the
loosest he’d been all race,
and that allowed Hamlin to
charge into the lead. Truex
rallied within a car length,
but he couldn’t make a final
move on the bottom side
stick, allowing Hamlin to
pull away.
“I guess if we can be this

frustrated with second, it
tells you how close we are
as a team,” said Truex, who
hasn’t won since Dover in
2007. “The race car was re-
ally good. I’m just not really
sure what to think about
that last set of tires. I was
just wrecking-loose that last
set.”
Truex called the per-

formance a statement mo-
ment for Michael Waltrip
Racing.
Hamlin is starting to

have a statement season.
He won this year at

Phoenix, started on the
pole at California, and led
31 laps a couple weeks ago
at Martinsville before fin-
ishing sixth. He was 12th
last week at Texas.
“It’s hard to analyze your

program by a one-week
performance,” he said.
“There are always areas that
we need to work in. We feel
like we’ve identified those
areas and we’ve gone to
work on them. So right now
I feel like we’re bringing
better race cars to the
track.”
Matt Kenseth finished

fourth despite having a wild
afternoon trying to get into

the pits, often sliding across
the line at the start of pit
road. Greg Biffle followed
up his victory last week at
Texas with a fifth-place run,
though he didn’t have the
car to contend at Kansas.
“It was a tough day,” Bif-

fle said. “We were back and
forth all day, and we were
off just a bit. When the track
had a lot of grip the car was
unbelievable.”
Kevin Harvick was sixth,

followed by Earnhardt and
Kahne, giving Hendrick
Motorsports at least three
cars in the top-10 for the
second straight week.
Jeff Gordon had engine

trouble late in the race and
finished 21st.
The 14-race drought for

Hendrick is its longest since
going 15 races without a
win during the 2002 and ‘03
seasons. The streak began
after Johnson’s win last Oc-
tober at Kansas.
“Everybody here needs a

win for one reason or an-
other,” Earnhardt said.
“We’re all working really
hard, but I’m not really fo-
cusing on homing in on that
too heavily. You’ve got to
think about what your car’s
doing and what you need to
do to help your car.
“Make your car faster,

then the wins eventually
take care of themselves.”
The pressure will con-

tinue to mount on the four-
car team, though. And
when Johnson was asked
whether he’ll be relieved
when someone gets the
win, his reply came through
unvarnished: “More than
you could ever imagine,” he
said.
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KANSAS CITY, Kan. — No
sooner had Denny Hamlin
pulled off the track and into
Victory Lane at Kansas
Speedway on Sunday did a
tank and an earth mover from
the National Guard rumble
back onto the asphalt.
It was the ceremonial start

to a repaving and reconfigur-
ing of the 1 1/2-mile oval,
where large chunks of pave-
ment had come loose over
the weekend. One piece,
about 5 inches long and a
couple inches deep, wound
up in the infield media center
after a routine inspection Fri-
day night.
Brad Keselowski waved a

green flag from the M1A1
Abrams tank to start the proj-
ect, which will be completed
in time for tire testing in Sep-
tember and the Chase race in
October.
“Well, I’ve been tearing it

up for a long time, but now I
get to officially do it, with ap-
proval, in a tank,” Keselowski
said, smiling.
The repaving process has

been met with mixed reviews
by drivers concerned that the
process will take some of the
character out of the track.
After all, the 11-year-old sur-
face provided an exciting fin-
ish Sunday, with Hamlin
holding off Martin Truex Jr.
down the stretch.
“I’m not a fan of tearing up

any race track,” said Kevin
Harvick, who ran out of gas
early Sunday but rebounded
to finish sixth. “I don’t think
they’ve done a good job with
any of the asphalt they have
put down at any of the race
tracks since they have
repaved.”
Harvick’s main issue with

the new surfaces is that they
don’t wear out the tires.
“With the new-style race-

tracks, there are no rocks in it,”
Harvick said, the result of
which is often less exciting
racing. “Any race track tear-up
is bad news, in my opinion.”
The new asphalt surface is

only one aspect of construc-
tion.
Kansas Speedway will also

add variable banking — 17
degrees on the low side up to
20 degrees along the wall —
to replace the original, uni-
form 15-degree banking.
There will also be a road
course built through the in-
field, which is expected to
host a Grand-Am race next
year.

———
THAT WAS THE PITS:

The entrance to pit road can
sneak up on drivers at Kansas
Speedway, and several had a
hard time trying to slow down
to the 45-mph speed limit
Sunday.
Matt Kenseth slid right

across the line that marks the
beginning of pit road on a
couple of occasions, while
Clint Bowyer spun out to
cause the first of two cautions
when he tried to make an un-
scheduled stop because of
engine trouble.
Brad Keselowski and Dale

Earnhardt Jr. had to stay on
the track an extra lap because
they carried too much speed
into Turn 4, preventing from
taking the hard left into the
pits. The flub cost Keselowski

valuable time, while Earn-
hardt lost three positions on
the track.
“Every track’s a little differ-

ent, so this one — it’s always
been like that,” Kenseth said.
“You kind of know what to ex-
pect. Every track’s a little dif-
ferent. It’s kind of fun under
green. It’s hard to get slowed
up for, which makes it fun.”

———
BAD BREAK FOR

BOWYER: Clint Bowyer’s
string of disappointments on
his home track continued
Sunday when engine prob-
lems forced his No. 15 Toyota
out of the race on the 140th
lap.
“I don’t know what broke,”

said Bowyer, who has never
won in any competition at
Kansas. “I just wish it hadn’t
happened here. Anywhere
but here.”
Bowyer, who grew up 90

miles away in Emporia, raced
on the dirt at nearby Lakeside
Speedway. To get there, he
would drive past Kansas
Speedway while it was under
construction.
“We were running up

front,” Bowyer said. “I think
we were a couple adjust-
ments away from at least
being part of the game here
today. Unfortunately, it just
wasn’t our day. We’ll regroup
and go back after it in Rich-
mond.”

———
HAPPY TO BE DISAP-

POINTED:Greg Biffle, one of
three two-time Sprint Cup
race winners at Kansas, was
satisfied with a fifth-place run
that kept him atop the stand-
ings.
“It feels good to be disap-

pointed with a fifth-place fin-
ish,” Biffle said. “It feels good
to be in that position. We just
wanted to run better. Fifth is
OK, but we wanted to com-
pete better.”
Biffle ran strongly for much

of the day, but his car devel-
oped grip issues late.
“It fired off there and I

thought, ‘This is going to be a
lot of fun,’ and then when the
track started getting slick she
started going away a little bit,”
said Biffle, who won at Kansas
in 2007 and 2010. “We just
kept after it and didn’t give
up.”
Martin Truex Jr., who fin-

ished second Sunday, moved
from fourth to second in
points. He trails Biffle by 15,
with Matt Kenseth 17 points
off the pace.

———
PIT STOPS:Denny Ham-

lin’s victory Sunday was the
199th for the No. 11 car,
breaking a tie with the No.
43 for most wins. Hamlin
started driving the No. 11 in
2005. Other drivers behind
the wheel include Hall of
Famers Cale Yarborough
and Darrell Waltrip. ... It was
the first win for Toyota at
Kansas Speedway. ... There
were three cautions for 18
laps after just two for 10 laps
last weekend at Texas. ... It
was a celebration of Earth
Day at Kansas Speedway.
Jimmie Johnson’s car was
painted “Mountain Green,”
in part to celebrate 1960s
American muscle cars and
in part to raise environmen-
tal awareness, while a Toy-
ota Camry hybrid served as
the pace car.

Kansas repave
begins as soon
as race ends
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Driver Denny Hamlin celebrates in victory lane after winning Sunday’s NASCAR race at Kansas Speedway for his second win of the season. He
came from behind to beat Martin Truex, who dominated most of the race.

Hamlin holds off Truex 
Win second
of season

AP Photo/Autostock, Nigel Kinrade

Martin Truex Jr. led the field for most of Sunday’s race at Kansas
Speedway until after a late pit stop when his car quit handling as well as
it had been.

STP 400
The Associated Press

NASCAR Sprint Cup-STP 400 Results
Sunday

At Kansas Speedway
Kansas City, Kan.

Lap length: 1.5 miles
(Start position in parentheses)

1. (4) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 267 laps, 128.6 rat-
ing, 47 points, $248,691.
2. (6) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 267, 142.6, 44,
$209,399.
3. (15) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 267, 121.5,
42, $185,121.
4. (18) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 267, 110.2, 41,
$166,521.
5. (17) Greg Biffle, Ford, 267, 102.1, 39,
$119,135.
6. (2) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 267, 109, 38,
$146,771.
7. (7) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet, 267, 108.8,
37, $104,060.
8. (9) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 267, 101.5, 36,
$100,410.
9. (21) Carl Edwards, Ford, 267, 87.7, 36,
$133,301.
10. (25) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 267, 90.6, 34,
$135,343.
11. (11) Brad Keselowski, Dodge, 267, 90.3, 34,
$121,405.
12. (39) Juan Pablo Montoya, Chevrolet, 267,
83.3, 33, $121,101.
13. (23) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet, 267, 78.8, 31,
$133,335.
14. (36) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 266, 73.6,
30, $114,018.
15. (3) Joey Logano, Toyota, 266, 68.2, 29,
$91,160.
16. (28) Marcos Ambrose, Ford, 266, 72.4, 28,
$109,393.
17. (14) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 266, 85.1, 27,
$107,593.
18. (19) Paul Menard, Chevrolet, 266, 65.1, 26,
$88,785.
19. (10) Sam Hornish Jr., Dodge, 266, 73, 0,
$76,610.
20. (13) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 265, 76, 24,
$122,018.
21. (20) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 264, 76.5, 23,
$124,396.
22. (12) Jeff Burton, Chevrolet, 264, 65, 22,
$118,285.
23. (26) Aric Almirola, Ford, 264, 59.8, 21,
$116,546.
24. (29) Regan Smith, Chevrolet, 263, 55.5, 20,
$103,443.
25. (35) Travis Kvapil, Toyota, 263, 50.9, 19,
$101,743.
26. (40) Casey Mears, Ford, 263, 43.9, 18,
$90,018.
27. (22) David Gilliland, Ford, 263, 50.5, 17,
$87,607.
28. (42) Reed Sorenson, Ford, 263, 42.1, 0,
$86,035.
29. (16) David Reutimann, Chevrolet, 262, 57.7,
15, $77,460.
30. (27) David Ragan, Ford, 262, 42.9, 14,
$78,710.
31. (31) J.J. Yeley, Toyota, 261, 33.7, 13,
$74,010.
32. (1) A J Allmendinger, Dodge, 257, 74.8, 13,
$124,535.
33. (5) Mark Martin, Toyota, engine, 255, 84.1,
11, $76,085.
34. (32) Landon Cassill, Toyota, 214, 42.2, 10,
$99,980.
35. (30) Bobby Labonte, Toyota, engine, 132,
54.9, 9, $81,460.
36. (8) Clint Bowyer, Toyota, engine, 125, 64.9, 8,
$100,474.
37. (33) Dave Blaney, Chevrolet, vibration, 82,
35.9, 7, $72,780.
38. (24) David Stremme, Toyota, overheating, 80,
31.2, 6, $72,553.
39. (38) Josh Wise, Ford, rear gear, 65, 36.4, 5,
$71,200.
40. (37) Michael McDowell, Ford, overheating,
58, 39.1, 4, $69,550.
41. (41) Joe Nemechek, Toyota, vibration, 47,
27.4, 0, $69,400.
42. (43) Mike Bliss, Toyota, brakes, 27, 29, 0,
$69,275.
43. (34) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, rear gear, 18,
29.3, 1, $69,640.

———
Race Statistics

Average Speed of Race Winner: 144.122 mph.
Time of Race: 2 hours, 46 minutes, 44 seconds.
Margin of Victory: 0.700 seconds.
Caution Flags: 3 for 18 laps.
Lead Changes: 14 among 9 drivers.
Lap Leaders: A.Allmendinger 1-44; D.Hamlin 45;
C.Edwards 46; M.Truex Jr. 47-91; J.Johnson 92-
93; M.Kenseth 94; J.Montoya 95-96; M.Truex Jr.
97-177; M.Kenseth 178; B.Keselowski 179-180;
M.Truex Jr. 181-223; J.Montoya 224-225; S.Hor-
nish Jr. 226-232; M.Truex Jr. 233-236; D.Hamlin
237-267.
Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, Laps Led):
M.Truex Jr., 4 times for 173 laps; A.Allmendinger,
1 time for 44 laps; D.Hamlin, 2 times for 32 laps;
S.Hornish Jr., 1 time for 7 laps; J.Montoya, 2
times for 4 laps; J.Johnson, 1 time for 2 laps;
M.Kenseth, 2 times for 2 laps; B.Keselowski, 1
time for 2 laps; C.Edwards, 1 time for 1 lap.
Points leaders
1. Greg Biffle, 312; 2. Martin Truex Jr., 297; 3.
Matt Kenseth, 295; 4. Dale Earnhardt Jr., 291; 5.
Denny Hamlin, 289; 6. Kevin Harvick, 287; 7.
J.Johnson, 275; 8. Tony Stewart, 265; 9. Carl Ed-
wards, 251; 10. Ryan Newman, 249; 11. Clint
Bowyer, 227; 12. Joey Logano, 221.


