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FRANKFORT (KPNS) — A
five-day special legislative
session that cost taxpayers
more than $300,000 ended
late Friday afternoon after
Kentucky lawmakers ap-
proved a transportation
budget and a bill aimed at
curbing prescription drug
abuse.

e contentious session
wrapped up quickly after
leaders in the Republican-
led Senate and Democratic-
led House begrudgingly
accepted compromises on
both bills, which they had
failed to approve in the final
hours of the regular legisla-
tive session on April 12.

e Senate backed off a
proposal to restore about
$50 million worth of road
projects in and near Senate
President David Williams’
Southern Kentucky district
that Gov. Steve Beshear had
vetoed earlier this week.

Meanwhile, the House
accepted an anti-drug abuse
bill that keeps the state’s
electronic prescription
monitoring system in the
Cabinet for Health and Fam-
ily Services — and out of the
hands of law enforcement
agencies eager to investigate
doctors who over-prescribe
addictive medications.

House Speaker Greg
Stumbo, who sponsored the
pain-pill bill, wanted to
transfer the monitoring sys-
tem to Attorney General Jack
Conway’s office.

Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg,
said after the House gave
final passage to House Bill 1
he believed Beshear has the
power to transfer the pre-
scription drug monitoring
system to Conway’s office
without legislative authority.

“I think the governor, in

the days ahead, will con-
tinue to take aggressive ac-
tion on addressing this
problem,” Stumbo said.

Beshear was not available
for comment late Friday. In
a written statement, Beshear
congratulated lawmakers for
completing the special leg-
islative session in the mini-
mum five days. In particular,
he praised passage of the
prescription drug bill.

“Even though the final
version of the prescription
drug bill doesn’t include
every element we had
hoped, it is an enormous bi-
partisan accomplishment,
and it restores Kentucky as a
leading state in innovative
tactics in battling prescrip-
tion drug abuse,” Beshear
said.

HB 1 would require most
doctors who prescribe nar-
cotics to use the electronic
prescription monitoring sys-
tem and would limit owner-
ship of pain management
clinics to physicians. ere
will be no fee for doctors to
use the system.

Currently, less than 25
percent of the state’s doctors
use the system, which allows
doctors to check to see if an-
other doctor has prescribed
a painkiller or addictive
drug to a patient.

Conway, in a written
statement, thanked both
chambers for approving the
bill, which met stiff opposi-
tion from major medical

groups.
“I encourage those who

are fearful of increased over-
sight of prescribing practices
to end the hyperbole and
begin a constructive process
with the legislature and Ex-
ecutive Branch to imple-
ment this bill,” Conway said.

e first order of business
Friday was approving the
$4.5 billion operating
budget for the Transporta-
tion Cabinet in House Bill 2.

Earlier in the day, the
Senate supported an
amendment offered by Sen.
Bob Leeper, I-Paducah, that
restored the projects
Beshear vetoed on Wednes-
day.

But the House later ruled
the amendment was not
germane to the bill. at
prompted Williams, R-
Burkesville, to recommend
that the Senate recede from
the amendment, which it
did.

e Senate then gave final
approval to HB 2 on a 27-1
vote and sent it to Beshear
for his consideration. e
governor has 10 days, not
counting Sundays, to review
approved legislation and de-
cide whether to sign it into
law, let it become law with-
out his signature or veto it.

e legislature will not
have an opportunity to over-
ride any possible vetoes.

Sen. Joey Pendleton, D-
Hopkinsville, cast the only
“no” vote. He tried unsuc-

cessfully to include in the
bill a road project in Chris-
tian County.

Earlier this week, Beshear
vetoed 11 road projects from
the state’s two-year road
plan in the districts of
Williams and Sen. Vernie
McGaha, R-Russell. e
move upset some Senate
Republicans.

Leeper said he filed his
amendment to restore the
projects because Beshear
had been unfair to the peo-
ple of south-central Ken-
tucky.

Williams said in a floor
speech that House Demo-
cratic members should take
a look at what their leaders
did in the road plan.

He had this message for
House members “who feel
victorious” that his district

lost road projects: “You are
the saps in this thing be-
cause you are the ones
whose leadership has taken
all the money.”

Later on Friday, the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee
passed a version of the pain-
pill bill that differed from the
version the House approved
earlier this week. Senate Ju-
diciary Chairman Tom
Jensen, R-London, said the
House version gave the at-
torney general’s office broad
powers over sensitive med-
ical information.

“ey could go on a fish-
ing expedition,” Jensen said.

e Senate panel passed
the amended measure 8-3,
and it was headed for a vote
on the Senate floor when
Senate Majority Leader
Robert Stivers told the Sen-

ate that the House would
agree to the Senate version if
they changed a provision re-
garding funding for the pre-
scription monitoring
system.

e Senate agreed to the
change and ultimately
passed the measure 26-12.
e House later concurred
with the changes and the
special session ended before
5:30 p.m.

Stumbo said the House
agreed to back off the pro-
vision that would allow the
attorney general to oversee
the prescription monitor-
ing system after talking
with Conway, Beshear,
prosecutors and law en-
forcement.

“ey recommended that
we pass it and take a major
step forward,” Stumbo said.
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Special session ends after pain bill, transportation budget pass

Perryville School
reunion in the works

To mark the 100th an-
niversary of Perryville
School, Main Street Per-
ryville and Perryville Ele-
mentary School Principal
Chris Slone are gearing up a
reunion.

Main Street Perryville is
inviting anyone who ever at-
tended Perryville School,
whether they graduated
high school or attended it as
an elementary.

A date in September is
currently being considered;
more details will be avail-
able at a later date.

Anyone who has memo-
rabilia or pictures and
would not mind having
them on display should con-
tact Main Street Perryville at
(859) 332-1862.

Boyle gets $7,500 for
dead animal removal

Boyle County has been al-
lotted $7,500 for a deceased
farm animal removal pro-
gram from the Kentucky Agri-
cultural Development Board.

e animal removal pro-
gram was established as an
interim measure to facilitate
the coordination of environ-
mentally sound and cost-ef-
fective disposal of deceased
livestock for Kentucky’s pro-
ducers. Funds through this
program will assist with the
expenses of an acceptable
disposal program, such as
contracting for removal, in-
cineration, composting or
other methods that meet
Kentucky statutes.

For more information
about Boyle County’s dead
animal removal plan, contact
Terry Gilbert with Farm Bu-
reau at (859) 236-4081.

Correction

A story in Sunday’s paper
about flag dedication pro-
vided an incorrect phone
number for Danville AmVets
Post 123. e correct phone
number is (859) 236-3456.

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Students wave to a line of cars, firetrucks, horses and the Lincoln County Patriot mascot Friday at Waynesburg Elementary School during a parade. The parade was after an
awards ceremony for last year’s test achievement and to kick-off for this year’s testing for the students.

e fun before the tests

By NOLA SIZEMORE

Harlan Daily Enterprise

HARLAN (KPNS) — When Art and
Betty Halcomb of Harlan County look
at each other they still have a hard
time believing how much weight they
have lost. Enduring a long struggle
with weight, together they have lost
347 pounds.

In April 2010, a decision was made
between the Halcombs to begin a
weight loss schedule. Art weighed in
at 384 pounds and Betty was at 308
pounds. Both were 40 years of age at
that time.

“We began with a three-month
challenge to ourselves,” said Betty.
“We decided we were going to do
everything we could do in a three-
month period to see how much
weight we could actually lose. is in-
cluded counting calories and inten-

tional exercise every day, which at
first was only about one-half mile of
walking because of our weight.”

Betty said within two weeks they
had built up strength to walk one
mile. She said they set small goals and
once they reached those, they would
set some more.

“We did portion control with our
meals, actually measuring out serving
sizes,” said Betty. “I was eating 1,200
calories per day and Art was eating
1,500 calories per day. We didn’t limit
ourselves to any certain foods. We
wanted it to be a lifestyle change not
just another diet.”

Betty said in today’s society every-
thing is out of control — everything is
super-sized.

“God was our main strength,” said
Art. “We were fortunate to have each
other to encourage one another. It
was hard in the beginning, I didn’t

even know what a portion was. It got
easier as time went on. We did con-
sult our doctors and had checkups
before we got started. We didn’t want
to have a heart attack by doing some-
thing our body wouldn’t let us do.”

Betty said another inspiration for
their desire to lose weight was their
daughter who is a two-time cancer
survivor.

“To watch our daughter, Kristen
Swanner, go through chemotherapy,
radiation and stem-cell transplant,
and see her literally fight for her life
and we were just throwing ours away,
we felt so guilty,” said Betty. “We felt
ashamed as we watched her battle as
to whether she would live or die. Here
we were healthy, but overweight,
knowing eventually our health would
take a turn for the worse. It’s a decep-
tion overweight people have. You
may be healthy for awhile, but it will

turn worse over time.”
Betty said even more motivation

was the fact their daughter, after going
through all her cancer treatments,
was told she could never have a child
became pregnant. She said knowing
they were going to be grandparents
inspired them even more to lose
weight and have a longer healthier
life.

“Jesus says he wants us to have an
abundant life,” said Betty. “If we can
do this, anyone can do it. Make that
decision today to lose weight and live
a more happier life. Don’t give up —
keep trying.”

e Halcombs reside in Baxter.
ey have two children and one
grandson. Art is pastor of the Sunny
Acres First Church of God and an X-
ray technician at Harlan ARH Hospi-
tal. Betty is secretary at the First
Baptist Church in Loyall.

Couple loses 347 pounds over two years


