
Editor’s note: Taken from
the Danville 911 records, the
Police Blotter represents a his-
tory of the initial calls and the
information used by the dis-
patcher to send officers to in-
vestigate complaints. It is not
necessarily an indication of
what the officer found upon
arrival at the scene, or of how
police may have dealt with
the complaint.

APRIL 20

12:22 a.m., report that a ve-
hicle has been broken into in
the Kroger parking lot.

2:08 a.m., vehicle enforce-
ment on U.S. 127 at Pop-
plewell Road; arrest made.

2:47 a.m., a male has
stabbed himself 20 times
with a pair of medical scissors
and he is home alone with
two children; assistance
given.

7:50 a.m., report of theft of
tree-trimming equipment
overnight.

8:23 a.m., report that
caller’s purse was stolen at JC
Penney yesterday.

12:17 p.m., a red gas can
fell out of a truck on Hus-
tonville Road; officer says the
spillage is quickly evaporat-
ing.

12:51 p.m., caller wit-
nessed subjects stealing baby
ducks from the pond at Mil-
lennium Park.

2:24 p.m., caller is putting
on roof shingles at Goggin
Lane residence and his lad-
der blew over; assistance
given.

2:48 p.m., Dollar General
Store on East Main Street was
given a counterfeit $100 bill.

2:57 p.m., an elderly fe-
male in a black SUV pulled a
gun on a male in a white car
who cut her off in the hospi-
tal’s new parking lot; unable
to locate.

7:45 p.m., two very young,
small children are unsuper-
vised in the yard; assistance
given.

9:50 p.m., a female keeps
knocking on windows of the
caller’s residence on East
Walnut Street; arrest made.

11:21 p.m., report of a dog
walking down Russell Street

dragging something con-
nected to his chain; officer
found the dog laying a yard
on Russell Street and a tire is
tied to the end of the chain.

APRIL 21

2:05 p.m., report of a male
who has intentionally
knocked two stop signs down
into the street on North Fifth
Street; arrest made.

2:22 p.m., report of a pos-
sible attempted burglary at a
High Street apartment.

12:41 p.m., two subjects
are out of an overturned truck
on Ky. 33 near Streamland
subdivision; smoke is show-

ing; tow company isn’t
needed because truck was
flipped back over and was
drivable.

2:29 p.m., report that a
break-in has occurred within
the past two hours at Rolling
Hills residence; no forced
entry was made and a
firearm is missing.

2:53 p.m., report of a male
shoplifter who has fled Wal-
mart on foot; arrest made.

5:08 p.m., officer wants to
meet with animal control in
reference to two transients
near a creek next to a baseball
field at Millennium Park.

6:08 p.m., vehicle stop on
U.S. 127; arrest made.

6:18 p.m., vehicle stop on
Whirl-Away Drive; arrest
made.

7:07 p.m., vehicle enforce-
ment on Hill-N-Dale Drive;
arrest made.

8:32 p.m., vehicle enforce-
ment on the bypass; arrest
made.

10:01 p.m., report of a pos-
sible burglary attempt at a
North Fifth Street residence;
the front door of the apart-

ment was kicked in.
10:18 p.m., report of a

woman who has been at
Dairy Queen for about two
hours trying to solicit
money; management said
the woman could stay there
until closing and wait for her
ride.

11:13 p.m., report of two
men peeping into windows
of a residence on Daniel
Drive; unable to locate.
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DEATHS

n Ricky Bottom, 55, of
Perryville, died Sunday.
Arrangements are pending
at Wilder Funeral Home,
Perryville.

n Maggie Dailey, 80, of
Ridgeway Drive, Lancaster,
died Sunday. Arrangements
are pending at Ramsey Fu-
neral Home, Lancaster.

n Logan Hall, 75, of
Ridgeway Drive, died Sun-
day. Arrangements are
pending Spurlin Funeral
Home, Lancaster.

FUNERALS

Gary Lee Adkins
1953-2012

PERRYVILLE — Gary Lee
Adkins, 58, of Danville,
went home to be with his
Heavenly Father on Satur-
day, April 21, 2012, after a
long, courageous battle
with lung cancer. He passed
away peacefully at home
surrounded by his family.

He was an enormous
source of inspiration,
strength and courage to all
who knew him. Gary had
many friends and family
who will greatly miss his
gentle nature and good
humor.

Born Aug. 25, 1953, in
Boyle County, he was a son
of Raymond and Violet Lor-
raine Adkins. He was retired
from Phillips Lighting,
where he was a faithful em-
ployee for 30 years.

In addition to his mother,
he is survived by his de-
voted wife of 35 years, Vicki
Strevels Adkins; a daughter,
Heather (Brian) Garrett; a
son, Joshua (Cindy) Adkins;
his beloved grandchildren,
Tristan, Reece, Sophie,
Luke and Chaz; a sister,
Deborah (Mike) Wilson; a
brother, Steve (Eugenia)
Adkins; a special brother-
in-law, John Strevels, who
helped care for him; and
many cousins, nieces,
nephews, in-laws and
friends.

In addition to his father,

Gary was preceded in death
by a granddaughter, Mia.

His memorial service will
be held 11 a.m. Wednesday,
April 24, at Wilder Funeral
Home, Perryville.

e family will receive
friends 5-9 p.m. Tuesday,
April 23, 2012, and after 10
a.m. Wednesday, April 24,
2012, until time of service at
the funeral home.

Memorial contributions
are suggested to Heritage
Hospice, P.O. Box 1213,
Danville, KY 40423, and the
Wings of Refuge, 420 Airport
Road Danville, KY 40422.

Visit Gary's online guest-
book at www.wilderfh.com.

CASEY

Roger Dale Shearer
1955-2012

LIBERTY — Roger Dale
Shearer, 57, died Sunday,
April 22, 2012, at his home
in Louisville, Ky. 

Born March 3, 1955, in
Jefferson County, he was
the son of the late James
Elmer and Sarah Francis
Westmoreland Shearer.

Survivors include four
brothers, James A., David,
Billy and Gary Shearer; and
a sister, Joann Walls.

In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death
by a brother, Tommy
Shearer; and a sister, Alice
Mary Irvin.

Graveside services will
be 1 p.m. Tuesday, April 24,
2012, at Kimbler Cemetery
in Russell County with Bro.
Clifford DeHart officiating.
No visitation.

Arrangements entrusted
to McKinney-Brown Fu-
neral Home with guestbook
available at www.mckin-
neybrown.com.

LINCOLN

Dexter Todd
1952-2012

CRAB ORCHARD — Dex-
ter Darrell Todd, 59, of
Broughtontown, passed
away ursday, April 19, at
St. Joseph Hospital in Lex-
ington. He was the husband

of Brenda Carol (Estep)
Todd, whom he married on
Aug. 26, 1972. 

Dexter was born Aug. 11,
1952, in Lincoln County, Ky.
He was the son of the late
Leonard and Vernia
Reynolds Todd. Dexter was a
former employee of both
Whirlpool and Matsushita in
Danville. He was a member
of Friendship Baptist Church
and had served as a deacon,
song leader and treasurer.

Not only was Dexter a
faithful member of his
church but he also was a re-
spected member of the Lin-
coln County Fiscal Court,
currently serving as magis-
trate over the Fifth District of
Lincoln County. He also held
that same position from Jan-
uary 1994 until December
1998. Dexter was a member
of Waynesburg Masonic
Lodge No. 328. He was a for-
mer member of Broughton-
town Volunteer Fire
Department and former
president of the Broughton-
town Community Center
Board.

Dexter was a loving and
devoted husband, father,
brother, papaw and a loyal
friend to many.

Survivors include his lov-
ing wife of 39 years, Brenda
Estep Todd of Broughton-
town; a daughter, Elizabeth
Brooke (Brett) Smith of
Broughtontown; a son,
Derek Scott Todd of
Broughtontown; two grand-
sons, Mason and Tucker;
three brothers, Carlos
(Joyce) Todd of West Chester,
Ohio, Leroy Todd of
Broughtontown and Cletus
(Anita) Todd of Stanford;
three sisters, Willene Powers,
Carol Brown and Brenda
Helton, all of Crab Orchard.

In addition to his parents,
Dexter was preceded in
death by two brothers, Curtis
and Delmas Todd.

Funeral services are 1 p.m.
today at McKnight Funeral
Home by Bro. Darrell Gen-
try. Burial will be in Friend-
ship Baptist Church
Cemetery.

Pallbearers include Lance
Gentry, Jay Smith, Doug and
Matt Blanton, James and
Tony Todd, Jeremiah Rinker
and Ryan Ellis.

Honorary pallbearers are
Jim Loggins and members of
the Lincoln County Fiscal
Court.

Memorial contributions
may be made to Friendship
Baptist Church Cemetery
Fund c/o Derek Todd at 7125
Ky. Hwy. 1781, Crab Orchard,
KY 40419.
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James Kalb (violin), Jennifer Griffith and Julia Mahre with Fleece & Leggings played during the exhibiting
artist reception Thursday as part of the sixth annual Danville Learning Disabilities Association exhibit “The
Hands That Touch the Heart.”

Artful music

By JENNIFER P. BROWN

Kentucky New Era

HOPKINSVILLE (KPNS) — e state
Court of Appeals ruled against the Ken-
tucky New Era on Friday in a civil lawsuit
stemming from the newspaper’s attempt
to obtain, through the Kentucky open
records law, Hopkinsville police reports.
e court sided with the city on three key
points, allowing police to withhold infor-
mation about victims, witnesses and de-
fendants in all police reports.

e court affirmed one decision and re-
versed two from Christian Circuit Judge
Andrew Self’s ruling in May 2010.

Judges Michael Caperton, Laurance
VanMeter and Denise Clayton all con-
curred on the Court of Appeals’ decision.
ey agreed with Self’s ruling that allows
the city to withhold home addresses, tele-
phone numbers and driver’s license num-
bers of people listed in arrest reports and
criminal complaints. is, based on the
city’s argument and the court’s ruling, ap-
plies to people charged with crimes, and
to victims and witnesses in criminal cases.
e court reversed Self ’s ruling on a dis-
pute between the newspaper and the city
about withholding the names of juvenile
victims and witnesses, and about the blan-
ket redaction of other identifying informa-
tion on police reports.

Mayor Dan Kemp said he was pleased
with the ruling because the city believes it
will protect ongoing police investigations.

“I don’t interpret this ruling applying to
cases that are no longer open,” Kemp said.

e ruling makes no distinction be-
tween police cases that are open or closed.
It has statewide implications and will af-
fect the ability of news media to investigate
how law enforcement agencies handle
criminal complaints, said the New Era’s at-
torney, Jon Fleischaker, of Louisville.

Fleischaker said the ruling reflects a
misunderstanding of the newspaper’s role
to investigate what happens in cases
where citizens believe police failed to

properly handle their criminal complaint.
“It is often the case that we are investi-

gating inaction as opposed to action. e
way you investigate inaction is to go to
people who wanted action and didn’t get
it,” he said.

By withholding addresses and tele-
phone numbers, an agency prevents the
news media from contacting witnesses
and victims of crime, Fleischaker said.

City Attorney Doug Willen did not re-
turn a phone call from the New Era re-
questing his response.

e dispute began when the New Era
filed an open records request for police re-
ports between Jan. 1 and Aug. 31, 2009, re-
lated to allegations of stalking, harassment
and terroristic threatening.

e newspaper was investigating the
police department’s handling of threat
cases after an Aug. 6, 2009, fire at a Jan
Drive duplex apartment. A Molotov cock-
tail triggered the fire. A man suspected of
throwing the Molotov cocktail also doused
a resident with gasoline, according to po-
lice. Neighbors told the New Era the sus-
pect had threatened the couple living in
the apartment, and according to court
records, he had previously threatened a
woman living in the apartment. He was
later charged with arson.

e city first withheld all reports in open
cases and all reports involving juveniles.
(Juvenile court proceedings are closed and
the names of juvenile defendants are not
released. However, state law does not re-
quire police to withhold the names of ju-
venile who witness or are victims of
crimes.)

Of the records released in the city’s ini-
tial response, the city redacted a wide
range of identifying factors, including a
person’s race, gender, date of birth, ethnic-
ity, address and telephone number.

e New Era sought an opinion from
Kentucky Attorney General Jack Conway,
who ruled in the newspaper’s favor. e
city appealed the opinion, and the case
went to Christian Circuit Court.

Appeals court rules against
newspaper in records case


