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"Apostolic Succession" the Claim of
False Teachers. By Kev. T. 15. Mau-
ry, Presbyter, Protestant Episcopal
Church, Iort Gibson, Miss.

'
PART II. .

CONCLUSIONS.

Let us now draw the plain conclu-

sions, which follow on what has been
advanced.

1. If true, the theory of "Apostolic
Succession" frees all men not under Epis-
copal Ministry from the duty of hearing
and believing the Gospel. The Bishop
re Mississippi flatly declares that all

!';'' pal preachers repeat the
crimo of Korah, Dathan and Abirain."
All men are therefore excused from ac-

cepting their services; nay, forbidden to
countenance them. Said another emi-

nent claimant, of the Apostolic office,
" 'rorn tho pulpit, "There is not the
nlightcst irreverence in saying that,
without the laying on of hands by the

loritios, (Bishops-ther- is
an entire cessation of Christian faith,
and no obligation whatever to hear and
lelieve." This theory would silence, in
our own land alone, forty-eigh- t thous-
and Protestant ministers
and leave unmolested tribes of Romish
and Greek "priests!" It would dis-

band on the field of Christian conflict, in
full sight of the advancing hosts of hell,
more than eleven-twelfth- s of Christ's
whole militant forces! And, by its own
showing, the myriads of impenitent men
who have rejected Christ's Gospel, as
offered from the mouths of

divines, can plead at the final bar
that the message of reconciliation never
reached thein through "duo episcopally
ordained embassadors."

2. This theory proves (if true) that
none but those admitted to the Church
throuqh Episcopal media are or can be
saved. All men, outside the pale of
Episcopacy, must be remanded to per-

dition, according to the Churchly max-

im, "extra ecclesiam nulla salus." ("Be-
yond the Church no salvation.") This
necessary consequence of the dogma, tho
Romanist and Greek boldly assert. To
escape the appalling result, our. Protes-
tant "Apostolic Successors" plead the
invented subterfuge of "uneovenanted
mercy." They graciously permit their
adversaries to be saved in an informal
way. But we saw, in the outset of the
argument, that "There is but one way of

'7'i'nn." If there be any way, through
"A; "tuoiic Succession," it is the way, the
only wat, and there can be no other
way. All not in this way must be lost.
The apology only adds error to error,
and smooths a falsehood with a lie.

3. This theory claims more for the
'Succession," than for the source, for the

stream than for the fountain. We have al-- r

"j; ""en that tho Apostles novcr wield-

ed tne iL.'ty powers assumed by and for
their "Successors" so called. The Apos-
tles never feigned to work the miracle of

baptismal regeneration and cucharisti-ca- l
justification, as our High Church-

men do. Nay, aa we have also before
proved, Aaron himself (after whose
priesthood this idol-dogm- a is professed-
ly carved,) never had the powers and
prerogatives enjoyed . by our modern
"Apostle."

4. This theory adds tj the word of
God Even Balaam, the wicked proph-
et, shrunk from cursing Israel, and thrice
blessed them, to Balak's confusion. But
the advocates and votaries of "Apostolic
Succession" blees those whom God hath
not blessed and deny blessing to those
whom God hath blessed. They grieve
many of God's people by denying them
salvation or restricting them to "uneov-
enanted mercy." And they puff up many
who aro not God's people, with deadly
delusions of being "regenerate" in bap-

tism and justified in the sacrament.
Thus, as God said to his ancient proph-
ets, "With lies ye have made the heart
of tho righteous sad, whom J have not
made sad, and strengthened the hands of
the wicked, that he should not return
from his wicked way, by promising him
life." Ezckiel xiii: 22.

5. Hence this theory is idolatry.
The essence of idolatry lies within it.
"Ihou shalt not make to thyself, dc."
applies to other things besides graven
images. It applies to everything man
institutes and "makes to himself," as if
God had made it a law. "Non imago,
tion simulachrum prohibctur, sed non
fades libi." "It is this making, invent-
ing, finding out ways of worship or
rrcnr of honoring God, not by him ap-

pointed, that is so severely forbidden in
the second commandment." Though
set up in the name of Ecclesiastical or-

der, decency and authority, "Apostolic
Succession" has no better pretexts than
all other images and idols of man's de-

vice. ''In vain do ye worship me, teach-
ing for doctrines the traditions of men!"

G. This theory dishonors the work of
the Holy Ghost. It makes His opera-
tions dependent on a human ministry,
and limits the Holy One of Israel to the
agenoies of a ministerial succession. It
denies His glorious handiwork in a Ra-ha-

saved without Aaron's priestly of-fic-

in a Cornelius, justified ere he saw
i'Liot; in a dyiDg thief, translated,

to heaven; and all the Baxters,
the Bunyans, the Owens, the Howes, tho
Doddridges, the McCheynes, and thou-
sands of God's saints, "of whom the
world was not worthy!" No wonder
God's Spirit has almost forsaken a
Church in whioh her Bishops, her cler-

gy, and thousands of her laity, openly
teach or secretly tolerate a doctrine
which "makes common and unclean that
which He has cleansed!"

7. This theory subverts and over-
throws the plan of salvation.
That plan, devised in God's everlasting

The most fearful form of corrupting God's
word is not by taking away from it, but by add-
ing to it. If a vessel of wine be diminished,
the remainder may be good; if adulterated by
the addition of something else, am, is ruined.
Hence Moses said, first, "Thou shalt not add
unto tho word which I command theo, neither
ehalt thou diminish aught from it." '

counsels, is, as we first saw, "through
faith," as an instrument, and through
"faith only." laith is, everywhere
in God's words, made the means, the only
means, by which we are adopted into his
family and united to Christ and Tcceive
the atonement. Faith is tho hand which
lays hold on hope; faith, the artery along
which pours the life of the Son of God
to his remotest member; faith, the nerve
which conveys spiritual vitality; faith,
the channel through which the water of
life flows; faith, the medium of all com-

munion and communication between the
sinner and his God.

But the "Apostolic Succession". tells
us "the Church" is the means, the in-

strument, through which we are saved.
The Church is the artery through which
we derive grace; the Church, the channel
of the crystal fountain and the healing
blood, the. Church of " unbroken Suc-

cession," the conduit of God's Salvation;
.the Church, (to use the words of the
Bishop of Mississippi,) the slender wire
which puts . us in communication with
Christ Ilims If:" Put the two things
side by side, (if they can. be forced to-

gether,) and they are as opposite as light
and darknoss. God says, " Ye are all
the children of God by FAiTn in Christ
Jesus" Gal. iii. 2G. This Protestant
Bishop declares, "Ye are admitted into
the family of God by baptism. " God
declares we are made "members of his
body" only "by faith in the Son of
God. "Gal. n. 20. This Protestant
Bishop preaches, "The bread and wine
in the other sacrament is that spiritual
food which makes us very members in-

corporate in the mystical body of God's
Son." Where God says one thing saves,
man says another thing saves. . God's
religion demands personal faith in Jesus.
The religion of ''Apostolic Succession"
demands membership in the Church.
1 wo systems infinitely apart! Disguise
it as you may, every advocate of this
theory gives God the lie! Christian
brethren, "what you hear iu your ear in
secret proclaim on your housetops !"
Blaze it abroad, that men may know the
truth ! Sound the alarm, that it may
strike like the cannon's boom ! Be-

tween Churchmanship and Christianity
there is "a great gulf fixed." Tho
"elect" children of faith shall soon be
in Abraham's bosom; the children of "the
Church" shall soon bo in hell-fir- !

practical lessons.
1. What shall we say of a system

which tells us we have Divine grace,
through a human succession ? No mat-

ter how filthy the pipes, we are told they
bring the heavenly stream. A Judas is
raised up (says the Bishop of Mississip-
pi) to prove that the channel of his per-
son cannot corrupt the living water
which flows through it. Except a man
be born again, he. cannot see the king-
dom of God," is tho testimony of all
Scripture Against this prime truth, the
friends of "Apostolic Succession" have
never ceased to war. Like the Phari-
sees and Sadducees, High Churchmen
and men of this world, otherwise aliena-
ted, are ever ready to unite, aa against
a common foe. They had their anttiypes
at least eighteen hundred years ago.
When such men visited John the Bap-

tist, he cried to them, "Repent, (nieta-noi'ete- ),

get new minds, new hearts; but
they replied, "We have Abraham to our
father." A little later, when this gen-
eration met our Lord's rebuke, they an-

swered him likewise. We need not this
"new birth" you preach, for "we be not
born of fornication, we be Abraham's
seed;" we have partaken of the Abra-hami- c

stream, the Abrahamic succession.
As were these, who once boasted their,
interest in the Abrahamic succession,
such are they who now boast of the
Apostolic Succession. To tho former,
our Lord declared, (so far from being
truly Abraham's seed,) "Ye are of your
father, TnE devil." What would He
say of the latter? For tho delusion of
the former there was a shadow of ex-

cuse, none for the pretense of the latter.
They were Jews we are Gentiles. The
very charter under which we Gentile-Christia-

breathe owes its existence to
the "breaking down of the partition-wall.- "

For us to rebuild it is suicide.
2. Every wall of spiritual, division

between Christ's redeemed people must
be broken down. Till they show that,
"in Christ Jesus they are all ONE," they
have no promise of God that the world
will believe on the Messiah. The
Apostles never (as we have seen,) even
in Rome, (the subsequent citadel of
"Apostolic Succession,") claimed an

for their office. Aro we better
than they? Is the "Succession" worthier
than the source? is the Bishop of Mis-

sissippi more honorable than " the
Apostle of the Gentiles f" Can any ar-

rogance exceed that which complains
that other Christian ministers "follow
not with us?" Nay, woe unto them, if
they leave other Christian bodies and
come to us, supposing they are to get
the honors and powers of a descended
Apostolate ! It was said of some of the
early "fathers" of the Christian Church,
(once the philosophers and literati of
classic Paganism,) that "they came unto
Canaan, laden with Egyptian gold, and
soon persuaded their simple brethren to
prize it above the gold of the sanctuary."
But experience proves that most of
those who come to us from other Evan-
gelical bodies, bringing a portion of the
precious truth of Christ, quickly sell
their old treasures for new and spurious
titles.

Lastly, The great duty of opposing
the advocates and abettors of this system
stares us in tho face. - Our Lord com-

mended the Ephesians, because they
"tried them that say they are Apostles
and found them liars." St. John bade
tho elect lady, "receive not such in her
house, nor bid them 'God. speed,' list, she
should share their guilt," The veil of
charity here can mean only the mask of
cowardice to Christ. . The contest is not
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with tho enemies of Protestantism,
but with "the enemies of the cross of
Christ." The foundations, the bulwarks
of our Christian faith, OUR common
Christianity, is assailed. Chrstian
reader, you have but one alternative.
You must openly fight this foe or
you must apostatize from the oosrEL
of TnE Lord Jesus Christ. Be not
deceived. Christ hath chosen you to
be a soldier. There is no drawing back,
but a "drawing back unto perdition."
God's message to you y is the
message of Mordeeai to Esther in tho
hour of her people's woe, "If thou alto-

gether holdest thy peace at this time,
then shall enlargement and deliverance
arise to the Jews from another place,
but thou and'thy father's house shall be
destroyed; and who knoweth whether thou
art come to the kingdom for such a time
as this ?" Say not you have Evangeli-
cal articles, and creeds, and liturgies.
They are but silenced batteries, ' guns
that are spiked. The walls of ourZion,
from which they once spoke dismay to
the enemies of the Gospel, are now
mounted with the brazen-mouthe- d arm-

ament of false teaching, manned by false
teachers. Say not you will move when
the Church of England moves. God
holds you to personal responsibility.
Wretched (at this bar) will be your plea
for rercreancy, based on the recreancy
of any Church, however pure. Infinitely
more piteous will be your plea, based,
on the conduct of a church, on one
of whose loftiest Episcopal seats there
rules y the Infidel,
Colenso; a Church " which in less then
ten years has trained ' and sent to
anti-Chri- st moro than one hundred
and twenty of her divines;" a church,
redolent with the sweet but poisonous
memory of the traotarian Rebel; a
Church which embosoms, the
dark heretics of the nineteenth century,
Pusey and Wilberforce, and a host of
others of equal honor and renown.
Christ destroyed the Church at Thya-tir- a

because it suffered one false teacher,
"that woman Jezebel," to "teach" in it
Rev. iii, 20. What will be the fate of
our modern Churches? Christian read-
er, hide not from your duty behind the
action of any man or Church. Remem-
ber the Priscillas and Acquillas, the

Tryphosas of Rome! Remem-
ber the despised Huguenots of France,the
obscure Vaudois of the Alps ! Such are
the feeble instruments God seleots for
the reformation of His Church. Above
everything, remember you must purge
"TnE Protestant Episcopal Church"
of its false teachers, or you must
"come out of her, that ye be not par-

takers of her sins, and that ye re-

ceive NOT OF nER PLAGUES."
Man may counsel compromises. Thus

saith the living God: "Cursed be he
that keepetii back nis sword from
BLOOD."

The Xew York "Evangelist" still Re-

peating tlie False Keport concerning
the Sjnod's Action.
Without exception, so far as we know,

all our Northern religious exchanges
commented upon the report of the ac-

tion of the Synod of Kentucky, which
met at Lexington, June 27th, and these
comments were all based upon an erro-

neous report which appeared first of all
in the Cincinnati Gazette.

At the earliest moment we gavo a cor-

rect report of the Synod's action, and
took occasion to call attention to the
erroneous report of the Gazette. Up to

this present writing, however, we have
seen no correction of this false report
so generally published by our Northern
exchanges; but, on the contrary, the
Evangelist, of last week, repeats the
thing with further criticisms, going to

show that, as far as it is concerned, tho
truth will never overtake the falsehood.
The Evangelist's sympathy for us in the
supposod dofeat of our plans to form
an organic union with the Southern
churches will be found to have been
wasted, if ho will examine carefully the
pamphlet edition of the action of Synod
which we have caused to be mailed to
all our exohanges.

We publish a short extract from the
Evangelist, just to let our readers see
how far behind the times these metro-
politan editors are, and what kind of
reading they furnish:

Dr. Wilson offered a series of resolu-
tions in opposition to the Synod joining
the South, and supported them in an
able speeoh. His reasons for remaining
separate were that he believed the South-
ern brethren had grievously erred 'in
their action when they withdrew from
the General Assembly and assumed a
political same, and should he now unite
with them it would cast suspicion upon
his motives as if he had all along been
actuated " by political considerations;
that the Southern Assembly were still
in a formative state, and it was not
known what its character would be; and
that in taking such a step they would
"thereby surrender all their rights in
all the vast interests in which they have
a part."

This reasoning appears to have con-
vinced tho majority of tho Synod, as it
adopted the resolutions proposed by Dr.
Wilson, thus refusing to yield to the
wishes of Dr. Robinson, or longer to
follow his leadership. We cannot but
express our sympathy for Dr. Robinson
in the very curt treatment he received
at the hands of 'the Synod, it having ap-

pointed a committee to reduce and re-

model his report on the action of the
last General Assembly (0. S.), and sub-

sequently rejected his resolutions for
union with his Southern brethren thus
causing the whole of his plans to

The Meeting of the General Assembly of
the Established Church of Scotland.

No doubt many of our readers, who
have no other notion of a General As-

sembly than of a delegation from the

Presbyteries met to attend to the admin-

istration of Christ's house as Christ
has ordered it, have often felt curious
to know how a General Assembly is

managed which meets by tho authority
of an earthly sovereign; and that the
more particularly because it is so fash-

ionable among a certain class of our
ecclesiastics to cite the acts and doings
of the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland by way of expounding the
ecclesiastical principles established by
the Soottish fathers of old. We confess
it seems to us to be nothing uiore nor
less than an annual parody of the old
second book of Discipline to conceive
of au Assembly met to execute its pro-

visions, organized and conducted after
the fashion set forth in the following,
which is from a London religious jour-

nal:

The Church of Scotland is guaranteed
the right to meet in General Assembly,

freely to elect the Moderator and con-

duct its deliberations during ten days
in succession, exclusive of Sundays

but all in the presence of a nobleman
representing the sovereign. The off-

icials, who have salaries paid by Govern-

ment, are chosen by the Assembly when
a vacancy occurs, but have no right to
speak except in giving information, and
have no vote from their offices, though
they may both speak and vote if they
have commissions. They are: tho Pro-

curator, who acts as legal adviser, and
is a gentleman of standing 'at tho bar;
the senior and junior clerks, who are
usually, but not necessarily, clergymen;
and the agent of the Church, who is a
Writer to Her Majesty's Signet, a branch
of the legal profession peculiar to Scot-

land, and on him devolves the duty of
attending, in the first instance, to com-

missions, overtures, petitions, See.

On the day previous to the meeting
of the General Assembly, the Lord
High Commissioner takes up his resi-

dence in the royal palace of Ilolyrood,
where he is waited on by the magis-
trates and proffered the keys of the city,
as the representative of Majesty. On
the following forenoon, his grace holds
a levee, at which he is attended by tho
civil and military, authorities, and re-

ceives the respects of noblemen and
public functionaries, the clergy and pro-

fessors, magistrates, counciloaiilitary
and naval officers, &c. A procession is
afterwards formed, and the Commission-
er, having been received with military
honors, proceeds with his cortege, and,
attended with a cavalry guard, to the
cathedral church of old St. Gilos, the
streets through which ho passes being
lined with soldiers. Public worship is
conducted, and tho sermon preached by
the retiring Moderator.

When divine servico has conoluded,
tho procession is again formed, and his
grace proceeds to the Assembly Hall,
aocompanied by the Lord Provost of tho
city, the General commanding tho
forces in Scotland, and the Sheriff of
the county. When his grace has taken
his Beat upon the throne, he is received
with regal ceremony by tho Assembly
and spectators. After singing the exxxiii
Psalm, and prayer by the Moderator,
the roll of the members is read over,
and the new Moderator in chosen, on
nomination from the chair, unanimous-
ly; or, in the event of a division, by a
vote according to the roll. The Assem-
bly now constituted, his grace's commis-
sion is read with all honor, as is tho
Queen's letter of greeting. Then fol-

lows an address by the Moderator to tho
Lord High Commission, to whioh a gra-

cious reply is made. The business of
the Assembly is both judicial and leg-

islative, as well as missionary. All
cases of privilege, crimination, and
debate from the inferior courts of the
Church are judicially dealt with, viz.:
Protests or references, in respect to
proceedings in Synods and Presbyteries;
charges of immorality, heresy, innova-
tion, or negligence; proposals to amend
or change procedure of any kind in
ecclesiastical matters, which come up
by way of overture, as for instance,
regarding the curriculum for students,
improvements in psalmody, and also
questions arising in connection with
presentations to benefices. But a large
portion of the time of the House is
employed in considering the Reports
on the Schemes of the Church, and
rccoiving deputations from churches;
the former consisting of Homo, Coloni-
al, Indian, and Jewish missions; Church
Extension, Parochial Endowments, and
Education, the latter deputations from
England, France, and Italy, advocating
Protestant evangelization.

The Commissioner attends public
worship in the cathedral church, morn-
ing and afternoon of the two Sabbaths,
during the sitting of the Assembly.
Having met for the ten free days al-

lowed for its deliberations, and the
journal of the proceedings having been
signed, the Moderator delivers an ad-

dress, and fixes a day for the meeting
next year. The Moderator then thanks
his grace for his hospitality and atten-
tion, and prays him to make a favorable
report of the proceedings to Her Gra-

cious Majesty. The Lord High Com-

missioner having replied to the Mod-

erator and addressed the Assembly,
dissolves it, and appoints the day for
next meeting, in the name of the sover-
eign. Prayer is thereafter made, the
concluding verses of Psalm exxii aro
sung, and the blessing is pronounced.

For tho Frco Christian CornaionwoiiUli.
In Search of the Gospel. ,

One Sabbath morning, not long since,
being in a strange city, I started out to
find a place of worship where I might
hear preached tho unsearchable riches
of Christ, and be strengthened for the
duties and conflicts of life

Having been directed to a Presbyte-
rian church some distauoe up tho street,
I entered and found a largo and well-dresse- d

audience in the beautiful and
tasteful room. The choir was just con-

cluding a.hymn, and the last thrilling
notes of the organ wero Btill lingering
in the air as I seated myself. The min-

ister read his text, "Cast thy bread
upon the waters, for thou shalt find it
after many days;" and in my soul I
yearned - ibr the bread of-lif- and
prayed that waiting, hungering souls
might this day receive it. The expla-
nation of the casting of the bread upon
the waters was given, and then, instead
of finding a road to Christ out of the
text, we were given a few statistics of
crime and Sabbath-breakin- g in the large
cities of the world where the bread was
noicast upon the waters. Christ was not
there. The crowning and engrossing
application that was rmade of this text
was that in the North the good seed had
been sown; the bread had been cast upon
the waters; the youth had been so dili-

gently instructed in human justice, in
liberality, etc., that when tho evil day
came in the form of the Southern re-

bellion, the young and the strong men
of the North sprung to arms in tho
championship for tho oppressed and
down-trodde- On this theme the rev-

erend gentleman became very enthusi-
astic, and closed his discourse with a
few ethical observations, and pronounced
the benediction with the utmost satis-
faction. The query arose, What will
be required of this shepherd for such
feeding of the flock of God?

In tho evening I sought again to be
fed with tho bread of life. Before a
large and beautiful church I paused. It
was a lovely evening in the gloaming.
Tho bells were chiming in the towers.
They rang out very solemnly and sweet-
ly Tallis' Evening Hymn, "Pleycl's
Hymn," and several other touching and
beautiful melodies. Within it was
surpassingly solemn and impressive.
All the exquisite adjuncts of mellowed
light, soft colors, tromulous gushing of
music, mystical symbols all that stud-
ied artistic effect which lends attraction
to Episcopal worship was there Lot
us see how this flock was fed. "Take
no thought for the morrow" was the
text. The Episcopal Church is not
gifted with a very great amount of tal-

ent comparatively speaking. This
rector, however, who had read the serv-

ice in an admirable manner, was out of
his elementwhen he came to preaching.
There was no attempt at preaching. A
scries of maxims, which the veriest
worldling could have put with far great
er force, were paraded, and the "sin of
doubting God's providence was called
repeatedly, "This wretched habit of
borrowing trouble." In fact, according
to this man, the neglect of the great
salvation is simply a "wretched habit."
Ah! here were souls starving for the
bread of life. They had music; they
had beautiful effects of light and shade
and color; they had the symbols of a
faith; they had all that art could do to
make a beauteous temple; but Christ
was not there. Oh! the precious, pre-

cious souls that are being slowly killed
by just such preaching as I heard that
day.

Is not Protestantism becoming an
apostate Church? Surely, yes. We
are fond of saying to Rome, " You are
tho subject of this and that passage in
the Bible." "You arc the apostate
Church."

Protestantism has deceived herself.
Who is there to deny that the crime,
injustice, bloodthirstiness, tyranny of
Rome has not been eclipsed by degener-
ate Protestants? The Protestant Church
is rotten with infidelity and self love.
Have these creatures, calling themselves
ministers, no messae to deliver that
they stand trifling with precious im-

mortal souls upon the brink of eternal
ruin? Farther and farther is tho Church
wandering. Many hearts arc filled with
gloomy forebodings. "Come out of her,
my people." Come out of the apostate
Church, be it Protestant or Catholic,
and place yourselves come disaster,
come seorn under the banner of the
Cross, and fight for Him who doubtless
shall put all those enemies under His
feet in the great day of tho wrath of
the Almighty. G. C. C.

Kind and Manly Words or Criticism.
We find in the last week's Central

Presbyterian a short article upon the
reported speech of Dr. Wilson before
the late meeting of the Synod of Ken-

tucky, so frank and manly that we

publish it entire. Dr. Brown admits to

be true that which we have always ad-

mitted in speaking of the Southern
Church touching politics, that whatever
action was taken by the Southern
Church was rather incidental and in

opposition to its principles, and is there-
fore a very different thing from the re-

peated and logical development 'of. the
Northern Assembly's acts of 1861 to
1SG7:

Having read with much interost the
report of the speech made by Dr. S. R.
Wilson on this subject, in the late meet-
ing of the Synod of Kentucky, it may
be well to express in brief how the
views he presents striko our mind.. It
is quite probable that, as usually hap

pens, the sketch given in the newspa-
pers fails to prcse'nt the speaker's
opinions with that accuracy and with
those subordinate explanation I so neces-
sary to be rightly understoodi.

Taking what wo find, it way be re-

marked, in general, that we have read
the report not only with much interest,
but with much gratification also. It is,
for one thing, always a coinluTt to deal
with a man who is frank and outspoken;
the more so as this "hordur warfare"
has exhibited in certain quarters some
most humiliating specimens of shuffling
and underhanded, deceptive policy. This
remark has no application to the Synod
which recently met in Lexington, Ky.

In the next place, we find our own
mind in sympathy with most that Dr.
'Wilson so forcibly expresses, lu regard
to most of the reasons urged for the
Synod holdiog, for the present at least,
an independent position, we havo not a
word of criticism to-- offer;- ques-
tion solely for our brethren there to
decide Let us only say, once for all
time, and (it is no presumption) for our
whole Church, that should they at any
time find themselves ready for such a
step, and think they could be most
comfortable and useful in a full con-
nexion with us, we believe it would be a
blessed consummation, and to which all
here would say, amen. But no one
should wish in the slightest degree to
force such an event. Should it be next
year, or five or ten years hence, or
never, it ought not, will not at' all
disturb the deep current of affection
from one toward the other, or weaken
the chain which binds us together as
brethren upholding the same vital prin-
ciples, and for which we havo had fel-

lowship, not in the conflict only, but in
the sufferings also.
! But how far do we hold these princi-
ples in common? It is just here that it
may be useful for us to compare views
with Dr. Wilson and others who may
share in his apprehensions. He ex-

presses the opinion that the Southern
Presbyterian Church i3 "not immaou-late- "

from political taint. Just there we
are agreed; we so believed and said du-

ring the war. In tho storm of political
excitement which was upon all the land,
there were ccrtaialy things said and done
which were outside of the province of
the Church. And it is incumbent upon
us to call them up to view, to look calm-

ly and conscientiously at their import,
and publicly, distinctly disengage our-

selves from all future implication with
them. This, we repeat it, is a solemn
duty which we should not wish to put
out of our sight. There is too much at
stake; principles are involved as deep
in their foundations as tho rock on
which the Church itself stands which
are unmistakably imperilled in the very
land, the very Church, and by souio of
the very mcu to whom the world might
have louked to dofend them as the crown
of her rejoicing. '.

It will bo our endeavor to bring this
interesting subject under reviow at some
length, persuaded that it is necdod not
only tor a right understanding with
some of our excellent brethren in Ken-
tucky and elsewhere, but to some extent
among ourselves, alqo. Before leaving
it, however, for the present, it may be as
well to say that we shall expect to bring
out this all important difference between
the position of the Northern and South-- '
em General Assemblies: namely, that
while our political enunciations havo
been rather incidental, theirs have been
embodied in' express enactments; that
wliilo ours have been in the faco of our
own positive,, clearly and deliberately
defined principles, theirs have been in
accordance with their principles. Con-

sequently as our principles ' condemn
any such political declarations, they en-

able us to correct them, and to right our-

selves; while, on the other side, their
political action is sanctioned by their
principles, and, therefore, they defend
it and cleave to it. The measuro of this
difference is "wider than the earth and,
broader than the sea."

Dr. Landls and the First Church, Wi-
lmington.

We find in the Delaware Gazette, of
July 12th, the proceedings of a special
meeting of the New Castle Presbytery,
"called to sottle the difficulty that has
been for sometime disturbing the har-

mony of the congregation worshipping
in the First Presbyterian Church." It
appears from the evidence, that a por-

tion of the congregation held an irregu-

lar meeting ou the 20th of June, and
elected Dr. Landis pastor. The session
of the Church, 4 claiming to represent
a'inajority of tho congregation, refused
to recognize the validity of such elec-

tion and continued their former arrange-

ment. The pulpit had been supplied
and arrangements made to continue
supplies until the last day of June, at

which time the Session had arranged to

call a congregational meeting. It was

announced from tho pulpit on the lGth
of June, that Mr. Branch who had been
previously invited, would preach on the
231. The Landis party, having the sex- -

ton, 'locked the door, and Mr. Branch
preached from the church steps to a

quiet and orderly audience ou the pave-

ment. The Presbytery, after hearing

both parties, and after considerable dis-

cussion, adopted, in substance, by a vote

of 13 to 1, the following paper:
' Whkreas, The congregational meeting

held in the First Church at Wilmington,
for the election of a pastor, was irregular,
and the call for it a usurpation, and the
meeting revolutionary and subversive of
Presbyterian government.

Jtesolved, That the proceedings of said

meeting in electing It. W. Landis, D. D.,
pastor of said church, are declared null and
void.

2 That the party who held this meet-
ing, be enjoined to submit to the govern-
ment of the session of tho church as the'
only governing power iu the congregation.

3. That it is tho duty of the session to
take into their haud3 the whole duty of
governing said church, and supplying its
pulpit, subject only to this Presbytery.

4 That in case. thoe who have hereto-
fore acted irregular in this matter rofuso
to acknowledge the authority of the ses-
sion and persist in their irregular conduct,
the session is hereby enjoined to deal with
them for such conduct.

j. That Kev. R. W. Landis, D. D , be
enjoined to abstain from preaching in
Baid church and to abstain from exercis-
ing all ministerial acts in said church, and
from preaching in the jurisdiction of this
Presbytery without consent of the Pres.
bytery. .

6. That the acts of the Trustees in lock-
ing the doors of the church are highly
reprehensible and they are hereby en
Joined (o deliver tho .keys to the session,
and are futher enjoined to deliver the
books and papers of the church to the
President of tho Board of Trustees, in
accordance with tho laws of the State
providing that such books and papers
Buau ue in me custody ot the .President of
the Board, and that all members Bhall
have free access to them.

Mr. Gayley here read the law from tho
Revised Code of the State, as follows:

Sue. VI. The trustees shall choose one
of their number chairman He Bhall
have custody of tho seal and all books
and papers of the corporation; shall make
fair entries therein of all proceedings of
the trustees, and every member of the so-
ciety, or congregation, shall have access
thereto.
. 7: That James M. Watson is hereby re-
cognized as a member of the session of tho
First Church of Wilmington.

On Tuesday afternoon, lu accordance
with the resolutions and the direction
of the Presbytery, Mr. David Chandler,
being President of the Board of Trus-
tees, as well as a member of the session,
demanded the keys of tho chnrch from
the sexton, who said that they were in
the. pos session of Mr- - Win. n. Dolbow;
thereupon, Mr. Chandler, with another
member, waited upon Mr. Dolbow and
formally demanded the keys. Mr. Dol-
bow refused to comply with the demand.

On Tuesday night a meeting of the
Trustees, called by Mr. Dolbow, was
held, and Dr. Harlan elected President
of the Board of Trustees, haying re-

ceived, besides his own vote, the votes
of Robert Taylor and Wm. II. Dolbow.

Mr. Chandler was elected President
of the Board for one year, while absent
from home last winter, and never hav-
ing resigned is .still President thereof,
and his friends allege that he cannot be
deposed.

The session, we learn, have taken le-

gal measures to obtain possession of the
church in accordance with the direction
of the Presbytery.

Parodies anil Parortoxes at the Cruel-- :
, Ilvlon.

"D. II. H." in the North Carolina
Presbyterian (whom we take to be Gener-
al Hill) makes the following suggestions
in one of! his numbers on the Curci-fixio- n:

Beforo passing on to the next point,
we will call attention to a very curious
fact about the crucifixion of our blessed
Redeemer. Every thing connected with
it was a perversion, or a paradox, or an
unnatural thing, out of the usual course
and order of affairs. Thus, Barabbas
means Son of the Father, and tradition
tells us that the name of the robber-chie- f

was Jesus. So tho deluded multi-
tude chose the robber Jesus, the Son of
some earthly father, rather than the
tloly, Harmless and Undefiled Jesus,
the Only Begotten Son of the Father,
eternal, immortal and invisible. Thus,
too, the mock robes of royalty, the
mock "crown, and the mock sceptre
were but perverted symbols of that
glorious insignia which Jesus shall wear
as the true King of the Jews and the
undisputed Sovereign of the Universe.
Thus, too, did tho rabble prefer a robber
of others to Him who robbed himself of
the glory which ho had with tho Father,
and took upon him tho form of a ser-

vant, in order that we might be able to
lay up treasure "where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through and steal." Thus,
too, when he was lifted up, he drew all
men unto him, (John xii:32,) though
his hands were nailed helplessly to the
cross. Thus, too, the sun withdrew its
light, just when its meridian blaze ought
to have been most powerful.- - Thus, too,
the dead oamo forth from their graves,
when the Lord of life gave up the
ghost. Thus, too, a heathen officer in
command of tho soldiery about the cross
proclaimed Jesus of Nazareth to be the
Son of God, when the High Priest of
the Jewish Theocratio Government pro-

nounced him to be a blasphemer and
worthy of death. Thus, too, by the
Bufferings and death of our surety, re-

mission from pain, and eternal life, were
purchased for all who believe in his
name. Thus, too, it was necessary that
Jesus should depart in this melancholy
way, in order that the Comforter should
come, (John xvi:7.) to soothe, console
and dry up tho tears of the mourners
for bio,

' and the sorely-afflicte- d with
trouble of every kind. We notice too
that in the midst of this, universal up
turning and transformation, the cross,
once the symbol of all that was vile and
ignominious, has become the most
precious object of the christian's hope ,

and desire. And God, too, seems to
make the burden of tho cross hoavier,
and the nails of the beam morelaoerat-ing- ,

to those whom he loves most and
v. i

A hearer and not a doer of tho Word
is like one, who having seen his black-
ened face reflected in a faithful mirror,
goes away, ..not to wash it, but to forget
all about it.


