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‘Hobbit’ movies upped to three
Two Hobbit movies are  becoming three as Peter 

Jackson and his many Hollywood backers have 
finalized plans to produce a third movie based on 
the classic fantasy book and release it in  summer 
 2014. Talks had been going on for the last several 
weeks  among Warner Bros.’ New Line Cinema, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, various rights holders, and 
the principal cast after it became clear that director 
Jackson wanted to produce three films rather than 
the planned two. 

 The cast will include many actors from Jackson’s successful The 
Lord of the Rings films, including Martin Freeman, Richard Armitage, 
Ian McKellen, Cate Blanchett and Elijah Wood. New Line and MGM 
are said to have been eager to secure the participation of all who were 
needed, because the additional movie could generate significantly more 
revenue without a huge increase in costs.   

‘Octomom’ seeks donations to help buy house
After a series of financial mishaps that ended 

with her Orange County, Calif., home being put on the 
auction block, it appears “Octomom” Nadya Suleman 
has turned to the Internet for her latest money-earn-
ing endeavor. An account reportedly  created by the 
mother of 14 on Gofundme.com is soliciting donations 
for a down payment on a new home. The fund-raising 
goal: $150,000, KTLA-TV reported. 

 A call to a representative for Suleman seek-
ing comment was not immediately returned. As of 

Monday morning, 11 people had donated a total of $270.   
  Suleman, 37, drew national attention — and her “Octomom” moni-

ker — when she gave birth to octuplets in 2009. In the years since, 
Suleman has made headlines because of her financial troubles, most 
recently in June when her three-bedroom, four-bath house in La Habra 
was  not bought at a long-postponed auction.  
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 Actor Geoffrey Lewis is 77.  Actress 
 Geraldine Chaplin is 68.  Actor Michael Biehn is 56.  Actor Wesley 
Snipes is 50.  Musician Fatboy Slim is 49.  Author J.K. Rowling is 47. 
Actor Dean Cain is 46.  Actor Rico Rodriguez (Modern Family) is 14. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:

July 28: 
Powerball: 5-6-13-36-50 13
Jackpot: $139 million; 
no winner
July 27: 
Mega Millions: 
2-3-4-8-43 26
Jackpot: $52 million; 
one winner

July 30: Decades of Dollars:
2-4-9-12-17-36

July 30: Day: Pick 3: 0-4-8
Pick 4: 6-0-5-8

Night: Pick 3: 2-3-3
Pick 4: 1-5-1-7

Cash Ball: 11-12-16-18 24
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 Parents should not count 
on three types of electronic 
devices designed to alert 
them when they’ve forgotten 
a baby strapped in a car seat, 
federal officials said Monday. 

The performance of the 
devices — one that relies on 
a chest buckle sensor and two 
others that use seat pads — is 
too inconsistent, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration said. 

“These sense the presence 
of a child; they just don’t do it 
reliably enough,” said Kristy B. 
Arbogast, a researcher at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia who tested the devices for 
the federal safety agency. 

“While these devices are 
very well intended and we do 
appreciate the manufacturers 
and inventors, we have found 
a number of limitations in 
these devices,” NHTSA Ad-
ministrator David L. Strick-
land said. “We don’t think 
they can be used as the only 
countermeasure to make sure 
that you don’t forget your 
child behind in a car.” 

The three devices are mar-
keted as the ChildMinder 
Smart Pad System, the Deluxe 
Padded Safety Seat Alarm 
System and SafeBABI. There 
was no immediate response 
from the three manufacturers. 

The NHTSA report said 
that in some cases, spilled liq-
uids caused malfunctions, cell-
phone use was found to inter-
fere with some device signals, 
devices turned off and on dur-

ing travel, and an improperly 
positioned child caused seat 
pads to malfunction. 

“In sum, the devices re-
quire considerable effort from 
the parent/caregiver to ensure 
smooth operation,” the report 
said. 

Arbogast said, however, 
that the designs of the three 
tested devices are conceptu-
ally sound. 

“Speaking with the manu-

facturers of these technolo-
gies, we know that many re-
finements already are under 
way,” she said. 

The report did not evalu-
ate electronic devices that 
have come on the market af-
ter the study was under way. 
Nor did it test the effective-
ness of non-electronic remind-
ers such as wrist bands and 
similar items. 

The release of the report 

was timed to coincide with hot-
test time of the year in a bid to 
draw attention to the deaths of 
infants and toddlers left behind 
in cars, where temperatures 
can soar past 130 degrees.  

Safety officials: Forgotten-baby devices are unreliable
By Ashley Halsey III

The Washington Post
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