
Money wasted 
imprisoning, not 
helping, people 

Every time we are treated to a 
picture of a new graduating class of 
police or corrections employees in 
the paper, it makes me wonder how 
many tax dollars are being spent to 
arrest people and keep them in jail.

It seems that we don’t have 
money for teachers, trash pickup or 
other city services, but there seems 
to be plenty of money to put people 
in jail. 

Perhaps it is a matter of priori-
ties. We cut aid to the poor, like 
meals on wheels, food stamps, heat-
ing assistance and school lunches, 
so that we can hire more cops and 
prison guards.

The Kentucky court system has 
imposed three furlough days per 
year to hold down costs, but this 
does not address the real problem, 
which is too many petty arrests.

There are far too many people 
arrested for minor vice “crimes” 
that are non-violent and victimless, 
and that lead to budget-busting 
spending for courts, probation, jails 
and all other government activities 
designed to control behavior. 

The massive number of petty ar-
rests are mainly driven by law-en-
forcement unions, the drug-testing 
industry and the prison industrial 
complex which is now being run on 
a for-profit basis. 

Three day furloughs will only 
cause a backlog of cases that will 
have to be addressed on the other 
days that the courts operate.

John Sabot
Lexington

Kudos to Jones 
The University of Kentucky 

men’s basketball Wildcats is the 
flagship entity of our state and is a 
sports entity that compares to the 
iconic New York Yankees, Dallas 
Cowboys and Los Angeles Lakers.

Those latter franchises have 
their exclusive media outlets that 
keep their fan base informed. UK 
should follow suit, and it could eas-
ily look to use KSTV (cn|2). 

Matt Jones is the brilliant mas-
termind behind the up-and-coming 
media group and has practically 
been exclusively covering UK bas-
ketball, keeping UK fans informed 
about new recruits and any break-
ing news regarding UK basketball.

Jones and KSTV recently held 
their annual casting call to find an 
avid UK fan to co-host with him 
on his show. These events drew 
hundreds of participants from sur-
rounding cities while promoting 
UK basketball.

Jones and his media group 
exclusively covering UK basketball 
would be good for UK fans.

Alvin Brown
Lexington

Transparency for KRS
Recent headlines on a hedging 

strategy gone bad at J.P. Morgan 
Chase have shaken the country as 
taxpayers realize that we may be on 
the hook for this $3 billion debacle, 
as the bank is too big to fail. 

However, close to home no one 
seems to care that the Kentucky Re-
tirement Systems (KRS) lost over 
$100 million in a currency hedging 
strategy for fiscal 2011.

This currency manager (Record 
Currency Management) was never 
mentioned at any of the investment 
committee meetings I attended 
until I discovered their existence in 
August 2011. Record as a manager 
was not in investment reports from 
August 2009 to August 2011. It 
was even hidden from our auditors 
as the fiscal 2010 financials state 
that “KRS has no formal policy to 
limit currency risk.” 

And worst of all, this manager 
was paid $7 million in fees over a 
couple of years to lose over $100 
million. All this while the state 
portion of KRS-KERS is nearing 
insolvency.

When I brought this up at the 
August 2011 board meeting it was 
dismissed. We spent less than 30 
seconds on hundreds of millions in 
underperformance but spent nearly 
30 minutes discussing getting iPads 
for the board.

Chris Tobe
Past board member

 Kentucky Retirement Systems

Anchorage

May be good after all
Concerning the article on “Anti-

gay, anti-abortion message stolen,” 
the Kentucky Equality Federation 
spokesperson said he was glad the 
message was removed.

If I am not mistaken, stealing 
is a sin as well as a crime and it is 
not the first, nor will it be the last, 
law that is both.

He also said the KEF respected 
the right to free speech, but the 
billboard message was offensive 
and divisive. Of course, free speech 
is in the eye and ear of the agenda. 
Herein lies the problem.

I do not think KEF and the 
LGBT community understand that 
their message of same-sex mar-
riages is offensive and divisive to a 
larger part of this community. 

Just the idea of same-sex mar-
riages conjures up images that we 
would rather not be exposed to. I 
do, however, get that two men or 
two women can love each other as 
more than just friends. I love my 
dad and my best friend in a way 
that I don’t love my other friends.

The church teaches us to love 
the sinner and hate the sin, just as 
we would someone who murders, 
steals, commits adultery or any 
other sin. So maybe this billboard 
was put up not to offend or divide 
anyone, but only to save. May God 
bless you and keep you.

Steve Watkins
Nicholasville

Tribute to caring doctor
When I read that Dr. James 

Stith had died, I felt compelled to 
share my personal experience.

My wife and I had moved to 
Lexington in 1969. Just three days 
prior to moving to Lexington, we 
found out my wife was going to 
have our first child. 

We were very pleased that 
friends recommended Dr. Stith 
to us. Even though we were very 
young (19 and 21) and barely mak-
ing ends meet, he treated us with 
respect and dignity. 

We also had no health insurance 
and were very nervous about how 
we were going to pay for our soon-
to-be-born son, Jeremy. 

Dr. Stith took our situation 
into consideration and charged us 
a total of $600 to take care of my 
wife during her pregnancy and to 
deliver our baby. 

Not only did he reduce his fee, 
but he also allowed us to give 
him $20 a month for the next 2½ 
years.

I wonder if that would happen 
today?

Mike Brown
Versailles

Fighting Alzheimer’s
I’m writing to ask the thou-

sands of you affected by Alzheim-
er’s disease to use your license 
plates to send the message: “End 
Alzheimer’s.”

The state Department of 
Vehicle Regulation requires 900 ap-
plications before they will issue a 
specialty license plate. To date, the 
Kentucky Alzheimer’s Association 
has received 267 from 53 counties.

We have one more year to meet 
the goal. You can go online to alz.
org/Kentucky license plate for 
information on signing up. A $25 
deposit will be applied to the cost 
of the plate. Or, call the Alzheim-
er’s Association at 502-451-4266 
for more information.

Please sign up soon for a 
“forget-me-not” plate and help 
raise awareness of this heartbreak-
ing disease.

Betty Higgins
Lexington

Thanks for stop signs
I am writing to thank the city 

government of Lexington for 
installing a four-way stop at the 
intersection of Old Park Avenue 
and Central Avene. 

This intersection is near Wood-
land Pool and used to be extreme-
ly dangerous for pedestrians who 
were going to the pool. 

The installation of a four-way 
stop makes this intersection much 
safer for everyone. Now, driv-
ers will stop and look around for 
pedestrians, not speed across the 
intersection without even looking.

Theodore Ehrenborg
Age 11

Lexington
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The Washington Post editorial

In an ideal world, there would 
have been no recall election in 
Wisconsin on Tuesday. 

As many of those who voted 
for Republican Gov. Scott Walker 
apparently believed, it is destabiliz-
ing and unfair to make an official 
face an electoral do-over before his 
or her term ends. Walker took office 
only a year and a half ago and has 
not been credibly accused — much 
less convicted — of a major legal 
transgression. Divisive and politi-
cally motivated though it may have 
been, the curtailment of collective 
bargaining for public-sector unions 
that Walker and a GOP legislature 
enacted was well within their consti-
tutional powers. Those who objected 
will have ample opportunity to hold 
their leaders accountable in 2014. 

And Wisconsin never should have 
found itself in the fiscal predicament 
that gave Walker a reason — or an 
excuse, depending on your point of 
view — to confront the unions. Un-
fortunately, for many years prior to 
Walker’s election in 2010, politicians 
of both parties approved unsustain-
able pay, pensions and health ben-
efits for public employees, knowing 
that the full bill would not come due 
until long after they had left office. 

Wisconsin is far from the only 
state that played such a game and it 
was not one of the worst offenders. 
But Wisconsin’s structural budget 
deficit was bad enough to give 

Walker his opening, and he took it. 
History will judge the way he 

went about reining in unions and the 
results he got. So far, his opponents’ 
predictions of disaster have not 
materialized. The state has balanced 
its two-year budget without tax 
increases, and local school districts 
have used new bargaining power to 
save money without layoffs or signifi-
cant increases in class size. Higher 
tax revenue, the fruit of an improv-
ing national economy, have helped. 

For public-employee unions, the 
lesson could not be clearer. Their 
instinct to punish Walker, so as to 
deter imitators, was understandable, 
but it led them down a blind alley. 
Public concern about the cost of 
state and local government is real, 
justified and spreading. Voters are 
not content with policy menus that 
include only service cuts and tax 
increases, without significant, perma-
nent reductions in personnel costs.

Even as Wisconsinites were 
voting for Walker, voters in two 
of California’s biggest cities, San 
Diego and San Jose, were approv-
ing ballot measures to trim public-
employee pension burdens. Union 
leaders are pledging to fight those 
new laws in court. They would do 
better to engage governments in a 
good-faith effort to restructure and 
preserve services for the long term. 
States and localities face genuine 
financial problems, and the unions 
share responsibility for them. 

JOEL PETT, HERALD-LEADER CARTOONISTHERALD-LEADER EDITORIAL

Kentucky has 43 different kinds 
of special districts collecting taxes 
or fees to provide a variety of public 
services that, while not quite running 
the gamut from A to Z, at least go 
from A to W — ambulance service 
to watershed conservancy, air pollu-
tion control to waste management.

Some of the more familiar types 
deal with water and sewer services, 
libraries, hospitals, mass transit, 
airports and riverports. 

But there are also flood 
control districts, drainage 
districts, levee districts, 
and multitasking com-
bined drainage, levee and 
reclamation districts. Even 
subdivision road districts. 
The list goes on and on, 
and on some more.

But while we know how many 
kinds of special districts are autho-
rized under Kentucky law, no one 
knows how many of these districts 
actually are operating in the com-
monwealth. 

State Auditor Adam Edelen’s 
office estimates their numbers run 
between 1,300 and 1,800 and that 
they collect from $500 million to 
$1.5 billion in taxes and fees annu-
ally.

State law requires them to file 
uniform reports with the state 
Department for Local Government 
annually. But the simple fact that 
no one knows how many exist 
tells you some of these districts 
just aren’t really into complying 

with this requirement. Some don’t 
even make regular reports to fiscal 
courts in their respective counties.

They’re little fiefdoms oper-
ated with minimal accountability 
and even less transparency — all 
on the public’s dime. The messes 
uncovered when a light was shone 
on the workings of the Blue Grass 
Airport and the Mountain Water 
District in Pikeville tell you all you 

need to know about how 
badly these districts can 
go astray in the absence of 
adequate oversight.

On Wednesday, Edelen 
announced plans to com-
pile a user-friendly online 
database providing the kind 
of transparency that allows 
the public to compare the 

tax or fee rates and spending prac-
tices of their local districts with 
similar districts around the state.

It’s an ambitious task, given the 
enormity of the data the auditor’s 
office hopes to compile and the 
kind of resistance it can expect 
to meet from the entrenched and 
often politically influential people 
who run these special districts. 

But it’s a task worth undertak-
ing because we’ll never know how 
much of the estimated $500 mil-
lion to $1.5 billion of the public’s 
money is paying for messes like 
Blue Grass Airport’s or Mountain 
Water District’s until someone 
shines a light on all the state’s 
special districts.

Keeping track of 
taxpayer funds 

Lessons for unions 

Focus on all special districts overdue 

Edelen

DANA SUMMERS | ORLANDO SENTINEL
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