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Scores
Baseball
Thursday
Bethlehem 9, Portland Christian 1

Friday
Washington Co. 7, Bardstown 3 
Bethlehem 4, Nelson Co. 1 

Saturday
Bethlehem 2, Model 1
Model 10, Bethlehem 2

Sunday
Disney 2012 Spring Break
Whitney Young, Ill. 11, 
Nelson Co. 1 

Monday
Marion Co. 6, Bethlehem 4
Nelson Co. at Waggener

Disney 2012 Spring Break
Nelson Co. 7, Marshfield, Wisc. 5

Tuesday
Bethlehem at LaRue Co.

Disney 2012 Spring Break
Nelson Co. v. TBA

Softball
Thursday
Elizabethtown 12, Nelson Co. 1
Marion Co. 10, Bethlehem 1

5th Region All A Classic
Caverna 16, Bardstown 1 

Friday
Bethlehem 14, Bardstown 3 
Lex. Catholic 12, Nelson Co. 1 

Saturday
Garrard Co. 6, Nelson Co. 5 
Bullitt East 16, Nelson Co. 0 

Monday
Fairdale 7, Bardstown 1 

Tuesday
Bardstown at Western

Schedule
Baseball
Thursday
Disney 2012 Spring Break
Nelson Co. v. St. Vincent, Pa.

Friday
Tampa Bay Spring Training Classic
Bardstown v. Southwestern

Disney 2012 Spring Break
Nelson Co. v. TBA

Saturday
Adair Co. at Bethlehem

Tampa Bay Spring Training Classic
Bardstown v. Yorktown, NY

Disney 2012 Spring Break
Nelson Co. v. TBA

Monday
Nelson Co. at Fairdale

Tampa Bay Spring Training Classic
Bardstown v. Pendleton, Fla.

Tuesday
Woodford Co. at Nelson Co.

Tampa Bay Spring Training Classic
Bardstown v. Bay Port, Wisc.

Softball
Wednesday
Bethlehem at Southern

Thursday
Bardstown at Eminence

Tuesday
Eminence at Bethlehem
Washington Co. at Nelson Co.

>>SCORES AND
SCHEDULE

Youth league 
signups
The city of New Haven is
taking signups for the 2012
Summer Recreation Ball
Leagues. Pick up a form at
the City Hall. Ages 3-12 are
eligible to participate. The
deadline is May 1. Call 549-
3177 with questions.

Lady Cards
Basketball Camp
Nelson County girls’ basket-
ball is hosting a camp April
9-12 for players in grades 3-
9. Cost is $50 if you pre-reg-
ister or $60 walkup. Times
are 8:30-11 a.m. Campers
will work on fundamentals
such as shooting, dribbling
and footwork. Call 349-7010
or 510-3800 with questions.

Soccer clinics
Martin Bodkin, Bardstown
girls’ soccer coach and
National “C” and youth
licensed coach, will conduct
a five-day soccer clinic for
soccer players aged 8-14
years old. The clinic will be
focused on improving both
the fundamental skills,
increasing technical ability

>>SPORTS NOTES

See NOTES, page B2

I fell asleep during
Monday’s game.

Hear me out — I have a
legitimate excuse. 

In addition to Monday
being the bloom of champi-
onship No. 8 for Kentucky, it
apparently also was the
bloom of something else so
powerful that a horse dosage
of allergy meds was required.

And so, whether I wanted
to or not, like a lot of fans
who celebrated too much my
memories of the game will
be through a foggy lens. 

I made it until halftime, by
which time it appeared a
blowout of Kansas was likely.
Then, I did my best imitation
of my father, who never met
an easy chair he couldn’t fall
asleep in. After that I drifted
in and out, usually being
lucid long enough to see a
fast break dunk or one of
many Anthony Davis blocks
or rebounds. 

Ho hum, nothing to see
here. Nothing but a great
team doing what it has done
all season long, and that’s
play an outstanding brand of
ball at such a high level it
made the spectacular seem
mundane, almost par for the
course.

I tried my best, slugging
down a soda pop with the
hopes of getting just enough
of a jolt to make it through to
the end, but it was not to be.
Had Kansas been more of a
game opponent, it might
have been more exciting.
Saturday’s win over
Louisville certainly seemed
much more exciting, but that
had a lot to do with the build-
up to the game, as even when
the Cards made it a game
late, Kentucky still seemed in
control from start to finish.

I woke up just after mid-
night Tuesday morning to the
WLKY sports guys com-
menting on video of celebra-
tions in Lexington and what
catchy “Un-” something or
another the team should be
named. Something about
unflappable stuck out in my
head, and seemed very
appropriate.

Nothing seemed to get to
this team this season, other
than the road game in
Bloomington, which they
still almost won despite hav-
ing to overcome a very diffi-
cult environment and a very
good team playing at its
absolute best.

As this team continued to
plow forward, and the expec-
tations upon them grew as
the win count multiplied,
they were most certainly
unflappable in the face of
extreme pressure.

At least outwardly that
pressure did not come from
John Calipari, but it may be a
different story behind the
closed practice doors. The
pressure of expectations —
the need, almost, if you will
— to add that eighth national
championship banner had to
be tremendous at times. But
if it were a burden, in no way,
shape or form did that burden
show.

We can be left to speculate
what might have happened
had Kentucky not fulfilled
the expectations of being that
overwhelming favorite.
Would they be just a footnote
in time, like 1983 Houston or
1985 Georgetown, great
teams that couldn’t get it

RIVER RAT

PETER W. ZUBATY
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Cool ’Cats 
unflappable,
unstoppable

See RIVER, page B2

TRACK AND FIELD

TOM DEKLE/Nelson County Schools

ABOVE — The striping and other
paint were applied to the new
track facilities at Nelson County
High School last week as work
crews put some of the finishing
touches on the year-long project,
which also features a new grand-
stand, press box and synthetic
turf field at the school. RIGHT —
Crews paint the stripes in the
jumping pits at Nelson County
High School last week. School
officials are hopeful everything
will be done in time for the facili-
ty to host a meet this spring.

COLLEGE SPORTS

Locals compete at
NAIA Nationals
STAFF REPORT

Local products Callie Ethington and Kate Spaulding
competed at last month’s NAIA Swimming and Diving
Nationals at Oklahoma City.

Spaulding, a freshman at Lindsey Wilson, was appear-
ing in her first national meet. Spaulding is a Bethlehem
graduate. Ethington, a junior at University of the
Cumberlands, made it to her third national meet. She grad-
uated from Nelson County High School.

Ethington’s Patriot squad finished sixth overall in the
team competition, and she swam a 25.04 split to help her
200-yard freestyle relay team to a fifth-place finish in the
event. Spaulding’s Blue Raider squad was 17th in the
event.

Ethington also placed 29th in the 100 butterfuly and
35th in the 50 freestyle.

Spaulding’s squad placed 15th in the 400 freestyle relay
and 16th in the 200 medley relay, and she was 22nd in the
100 breaststroke.

FRAN SPAULDING/Special To The Standard

Former high school rivals Callie Ethington, left, and
Kate Spaulding share a friendly moment at the NAIA
National Swimming and Diving Championships.

OUTDOOR TALES

It seems most everything is off sched-
ule or ahead of schedule this spring with
the warm weather. That includes morel
mushrooms, which people have been
finding several weeks earlier than usual.

Veteran shroomers (mushroom
hunters) were finding the yellow morels
in March even before the small black
morels normally begin to peek through
the leaves of the south side of wooded
hills.

Prime morel time normally depends on
weather and where you are located. In
Central Kentucky, I’ve found morels
(rarely) as early as the end of March, but
the best picking usually comes about the
middle of April. This year, the peak hunting may be over
by mid-month.

In this area, the top picking usually is the last week of
April through the first week in May.

Some morel enthusiasts then head north into Michigan
for more picking. Some areas in Michigan are well-known
for their fabulous wild mushroom crops.

There are several types of morels and the earliest to
appear are called by a variety of names, including “hicko-
ry chickens.” They must have at least a dozen other local
names.

Deep, heavily wooded areas are the place I usually find
the blacks. I normally find the first blacks on the south or
southeastern side of hills where the early spring sun
strikes first.

The blacks are followed (and overlapped) with the long

stem variety, then the white morels and the
big yellow sponges. There usually is three
weeks or so of good morel hunting.

I strongly recommend that new morel
hunters NOT eat any mushroom they
aren’t positively sure is safe. The morels
are wonderful eating; however, some other
types of fungi are poisonous — some very
poisonous. There are numerous books and
Internet websites which identify the edible
mushrooms.

While there are many types of mush-
rooms, I concentrate on the morels. They
are the ones I know best, and I feel confi-
dent picking and eating them.

When I return home after a successful
mushroom hunt, I cut them lengthwide in two pieces .
Rinse off any dirt and bugs, and place them in a bowl of
salt water. I let them soak in the salty water overnight to
kill any bugs missed in rinsing. There will be some. That’s
part of mushroom hunting and eating.

When I’m ready to cook them, I rinse them again. Next
I roll them in flour, salt and pepper, and place them in a
skillet with about a half-inch of hot canola oil. However, I
cook up several cut up pieces of bacon in the skillet for
flavor, before adding the oil. In my opinion, it enhances
the flavor.

I cook them until golden brown, then place them on
paper towels to drain prior to serving with the rest of the
meal. Unfortunately, I seem to sample so many, it’s tough
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Morel mushrooms are tasty and fun to hunt

See TALES, page B2


