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Notes and news 
about WCMS Athletics

WCMS wrestling takes ninth at Fern Creek Invitational
BY RICK CAPONE

WOODFORD SUN SPORTS EDITOR

The Woodford County 
Middle School wrestling team 
travelled to Fern Creek for the 
Fern Creek Invitational on Sat-
urday, Jan. 7, and came away 
with a ninth place fi nish out of 
the 21 teams that participated. 
Woodford scored 103.5 points 
on the day.

Winning the tournament 
was Campbell County with 
264.0 points, while North 
Hardin came in second with 
234 points and Fern Creek 
came in third with 170 points, 
just .5 points head of Walton 
Verona, who fi nished in fourth 
with 169.5 points.

Individually, Woodford 
had one weight-class winner, 
Joey Roberts, in the 80-pound 
division, two second place fi n-
ishers, Matthew Fallon in the 
86-pound division and Michael 

Eddridge in the 121-pound 
division, and one fourth place 
fi nisher, Ethan Gilbert, in the 
92-pound division.

“We did pretty well for hav-
ing open slots,” said WCMS 
head coach Kimball Bruckner. 
“(However), Emir Bernabe and 
Maxton Lippert were injured 
and did not wrestle. (In addi-
tion), I want to mention that 
coaches Tim Roberts, Joe 
Fallon and Mike Gentry are 
a tremendous help with the 
program and I could not do 
this without them.”

Bernabe and Lippert are 
two of the middle school’s top 
wrestlers, with Bernabe wres-
tling in the 168-pound division 
and Lippert in the 105-pound 
division.

Here are recaps of the tour-
nament, with the fi rst, second 
and fi fth-place fi nishers listed 
fi rst.

Joey Roberts (1st, 80 

pounds, 4-0): Roberts won his 
fi rst match of the tournament 
with a pin over Tyler Norton of 
the Fairdale Wrestling Club. In 
his next two matches, he scored 
major decisions. The fi rst was 
a 13-0 victory over Nathaniel 
Lawrence of Elkhorn, and the 
second one was a 12-0 win 
over Tristin Garcia of Fern 
Creek. Roberts then scored a 
5-2 decision over Ryan Moore 
of Campbell County to win his 
division.

Matthew Fallon (2nd, 86 
pounds, 3-1): Fallon opened 
his day with a pin over Billy 
Gradone of Anderson, then  
won his second match on a 
forfeit. In the third round, Fal-
lon scored a 6-0 decision over 
Chase Patton of North Oldham, 
but then fell to Brady Wells of 
Campbell County by a pin to 
fi nish with a solid second place 
in his division.

Michael Eldridge (2nd, 

121 pounds, 3-1): Eldridge 
started his day with a pin over 
Raymond Williams of North 
Hardin, then followed up with a 
6-0 decision over West Johnson 
of North Oldham. In the next 
round, Eldridge scored a 12-
0 major decision over Sloan 
McMillian of Walton Verona 
to move into the fi nal. There, 
he lost by a 7-2 decision over 
Jeremy Henehand of Fern 
Creek to take second place in 
his division.

Ethan Gilbert (4th, 92 
pounds, 4-2): Gilbert opened 
his tournament with an open-
ing round 4-0 loss to Callas 
Ochenbein of North Oldham, 
which put him into the consola-
tion round. There he scored a 
16-2 technical fall over Jerry 
Simpson of the Fairdale Wres-
tling Club in his fi rst match. He 
followed that up with an 11-6 
decision over Mikie Klein and 
a 4-2 decision over Matthew 
Mengleberg of East Oldham. 
In his next match, he had a 5-2 
decision over Braden Mulcahy 
of Walton Verona-Extra, which 
advanced him to the consola-
tion fi nal. In that match, he 
lost by a pin to Mason Smith 
of Walton Verona to fi nish in 
fourth place.

Other Woodford wrestlers 
who participated in the Fern 
Creek Invitational:

Tylan Tucker (unplaced, 
70 pounds, 0-2): Tucker 
opened the meet with a for-

feit to Jordan Sawyer of Fern 
Creek, which sent him to the 
consolation bracket. In his fi rst 
match there, he lost to Carson 
Deckard of East Oldham with 
another forfeit.

Alex Guidagni (unplaced, 
75 pounds, 3-1): Guidagni 
opened his day with a 7-1 loss 
to Trevor Shue of River City. 
He then won his next match via 
a bye, and the following match 
by an injury default over Miles 
Moskwa of North Oldham. 
Guidagni’s day ended in the 
next round with a 7-2 loss to BJ 
Harrington of Fern Creek.

Maxton Lippert (un-
placed, 98 pounds, 2-2): Lip-
pert lost on a major 9-0 deci-
sion in the fi rst round to move 
into the consolation round. He 
then won his fi rst two matches 
in the consolation round by 
pins. The fi rst was over Kyle 
Coomes of North Oldham and 
the second over Darius Biddix 
of Trinity. Lippert’s day ended 
on an injury forfeit to Hunter 
Stuart of North Oldham.

Josh Hall (unplaced, 105 
pounds, 0-2): Hall had a very 
tough day, as he lost both of 
his matches. The fi rst was by 
a pin to Ty Hines of Campbell 
County, and the second was 
on an 8-2 decision to Dylan 
Gilizan of North Oldham.

Payton Popp (unplaced, 
113 pounds, 0-2): Like Hall, 
Popp lost both of his matches 
on the day. His fi rst came 

by a pin to Jerion Evans of
Moore, while his second was
to Levi Stratton of Anderson
by a pin.

Ben Bruckner (130
pounds) and Max Andrioni
(140 pounds) forfeited their
matches for the day.

Devon Rose (unplaced,
152 pounds, 2-2): Rose lost
his fi rst match by a pin to Zack
Phillips to start his day. Then,
in the consolation bracket, he
scored a pin over Devon Page
of Fern Creek, a forfeit of Jacob 
Littlefi eld of Oldham, before
losing by a pin to Nick Landis
of North Oldham.

Emir Bernabe (unplaced,
168 pounds, 1-1, injured):
Bernabe had a good start to
his day, defeating Seth Pitts
of Moore by a pin. Then, in 
his second match, he lost by a
pin to Colin Portman of North
Oldham. Bernabe injured him-
self during the match, and then
had to forfeit his next match to
end his day.

Andrew Varble (unplaced, 
190 pounds, 2-2): Varble had
an opening round bye, then
lost by a pin to Poncho Perez
of Elkhorn in his fi rst contested
match of the day. In his fi rst
match in the consolation round,
he won by forfeit over Sabian
Moxley of the Elkhorn Extras,
then lost by a pin to Landin
Jones of North Oldham to end
his tournament.

KENDALL HAYES, left, and CONNOR HAYES, right, participated in the Lex-
ington New Year’s Resolution fi ve-mile race at Coldstream Research Park on Jan. 
1. Kendall, a fi fth-grader at Huntertown Elementary School, fi nished fi rst in her 
10-14-age group and was the fi fth female fi nisher overall. She fi nished the race in 
38.02. Connor, a third-grader at St. Leo School, fi nished fi rst in his nine-and-under 
age group and was the 60th male fi nisher overall. He completed the race in 40:39. 
Both runners train and compete with the Woodford County Cross Country team. 
(Photos submitted).
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had won the game 76-42. 

Leading the team in the 
game was Fletcher with 15 
points and three assists, while 
Worrell had 14 points, four 
rebounds and one assist. 

In addition, junior forward 
Hannah Morgan had 12 points 
and seven rebounds, while 
her sister, junior forward Jes-
sica Morgan, had eight points 
and fi ve rebounds. Freshman 
Chelsey Ford and eighth grader 
Caitlin Ferguson also contrib-
uted seven points each.

Then on Saturday, Wood-
ford traveled to face off against 
Collins, who is ranked No. 2 in 
the 8th District, and it was as 
if the Jackets had not lost any 
momentum from their Friday-
night victory.

Coming out fast and strong, 
Woodford dominated the fi rst 
half and opened up a 31-11 
half-time lead. From there, it 
was just a matter of playing 
consistently strong and not 
letting the Lady Titans back 
into the game.

In the end, even though 
Collins outscored them 11-7 
in the third quarter and 11-9 
in the fourth quarter, Woodford 
maintained control of the game 
and walked off the court with 
a big 47-33 victory. 

“(We had an) awesome fi rst 
half; we led 31-11 and played 

JESSICA MORGAN, No. 54, Woodford’s junior forward, 
leads the state in fi eld-goal percentage with 63.4 percent. 
(Photo by SteveBlake/MultiExposures.com)

really well,” Lucas said. “In 
the second half, we were a 
little tired, being (that it was) 
our third game in fi ve days. 
We turned the ball over too 
much to let them stay in the 
game. We still prevailed with 
a big road win in the Eighth 
Region against a very good 
Collins team that was ranked 
second in their region. They 
beat Franklin County earlier 
in the year by twenty-seven 
points.”

Leading the Jackets was 
Fletcher, with 12 points, while 
freshman Anastayzia Reed 
and Hannah Morgan added 
nine points each. In addition, 
Ford added eight points, while 
McDonald had fi ve points.

On the boards, Jessica 
Morgan and Ford had eight 
rebounds each, while Hannah 
Morgan and Fletcher had fi ve 
rebounds each.

It should also be noted 
that, as a team, Woodford is 
currently ranked eighth in the 
state in rebounds with 37.6 
rebounds per game, and 15th 
in the state in team defense at 
45.3 points per game.

In addition, a couple 
of Woodford players have 
achieved some individual 
recognition.

After the team’s last two 
wins, the Jackets have two 
players leading the state in two 
statistical caterogies.

Jessica Morgan leads the 

state in fi eld goal percentage 
with 63.4 percent and is 12th 
in the state  with 9.3 rebounds 
per game. Her sister, Hannah 
Morgan, is ranked 13th in the 
state with 9.2 rebounds per 
game. 

“Congratulations to Jessica 
and Hannah for their accom-
plishment in the fi rst half of 
our season,” Lucas said.

So, with momentum now 
in their favor, Woodford has 
two big district games com-
ing up. First is a road game 
against Franklin County this 
Friday, then Western Hills at 
home next Tuesday, Jan. 17. In 
between, is a road game against 
Danville this Saturday.

Keeping that momentum 
will take a lot of hard work, as 
Worrell noted after the Shelby 
County game.

“(We have to) practice re-
ally hard,” she said. “Keep it 
up in practice and (then) play 
good defense all the time.”
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ELI BOGGESS, top, shows his determination and tenacity as he drives towards the
basket for two points in Woodford’s game against Scott County. Jay Johnson, below
right, who has been out due to ACL surgery, is scheduled to play his fi rst game of
the season this Friday against Franklin County. (Photo by Rick Capone)minutes to go.

Things then began to get a 
little rough, as both teams be-
came more aggressive – Wood-
ford in trying to catch up, and 
Scott County in trying to keep 
them from scoring. 

Within those fi nal minutes 
of the game, there seemed 
to be a number of times that 
Woodford should have gone 
to the foul line, but the refer-
ees made calls, or non-calls, 
against them. On one play, a 
Woodford player was tripped 
by a Scott County player, fell 
into another Cardinal and was 
called for a charge, while on 
another play, Boggess went 
up for a jump shot and a Scott 
County player went for a 
block and, while unintentional, 
punched him in the mouth and 
no call was made.

In the end, however, those 
calls, or non-calls did not mat-
ter. All that mattered were the 
numbers on the scoreboard, 
and Scott County had the win, 
76-67.

However, even with the 
loss, Hundley was still pleased 
with his team’s performance.

“I thought our effort was 
superb,” Hundley said. “I 
thought we did a great job of 
really getting after them on the 
defensive end and tried to re-
ally scrap and get rebounds on 
our defensive end. They (Scott 
County) came out and played 
real physical, and I thought it 
got a little chippy there towards 
the end. But, you know what, 
we didn’t back down. The 
reason we play these games 
is so that we’re prepared. We 

know what’s coming and we’re 
not surprised by it. So, this 
type of pressure isn’t going to 
bother us.”

In the game, three Wood-
ford players scored in double 
fi gures. Greenwell led the way 
with 20 points, fi ve rebounds, 
two assist and two steals. 
Young and Boggess had 15 
points each, with Boggess 
also getting fi ve assists, and 
Young getting six rebounds 
and three assists. Gross also 
scored in double fi gures, get-
ting 13 points.

In their road game against 
Pendleton on Tuesday, The 
Yellow Jackets played hard, 
but came up just two points 
short, falling to the Wildcats 
61-59.

Leading Woodford was 
Greenwell with 26 points and 

eight rebounds. 
Gross added 10 points, 

while Boggess had 11 points 
and three steals.

Junior forward Addison 
Hollin led the team on the 
baords, pulling down 10 re-
bounds. 

Young also had a good 
game, putting in fi ve poitns, 
getting three rebounds and 
dishing out four assists.

Woodford travels to play its 
next game on Friday in a big 
district match-up with Franklin 
County. Woodford lost 58-56 
at home to Franklin County on 
a last second shot in their fi rst 
meeting of the season on Dec. 
9, so the Jackets are looking to 
avenge that loss.

In addition, the game will 
also mark the return of senior 
forward Jay Johnson, who has 

been recuperating from ACL 
surgery and is scheduled to see
his fi rst action of the season.

JACK KAIN FORD
TIRE & AUTO CENTER AT

“We’ll Save You Time and Money.”
• We service all makes and models.

• Service while you wait and
no appointment necessary.

Quick Lane Tire & Auto Center
at Jack Kain Ford
3405 Lexington Rd.
Versailles, KY 40383
859-288-5246 or 859-873-1216

Lexington Rd.

BG Parkway

On Lexington Road just seconds 
off  the Bluegrass Parkway.

Check Engine Light 
Diagnosis $49.95

Special-Save over $50.00! Let our Ford Factory 

Trained Technicians stop the guess work you

get for “FREE” elsewhere.

Includes performing KOEO & KOER tests and one pinpoint test. Additional diagnosis may be 

required for multiple or intermittent faults. Expires: 1/31/12

SAVE

SAVE

$ 30.00

The Works for as low as $9.95*
after instant $30 rebate!!!

Text “Works” to 91604 to receive 
$30.00 off  The Works package.

*includes fi lter and up to 5 quarts of 

Motorcraft oil. Diesels higher. Tax, supplies 

and disposal fees extra. Expires: 1/31/12

Keep your vehicle running at 

its best with an oil change, tire 

rotation and a whole lot more.

1-800-288-5246 or 859-873-1216   www.kainford.com

Life is better in the Quick Lane.®

Quick Lane® and Motorcraft® are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company.

Quick Lane ®

at
JACK KAIN FORD


