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INSIDE ..... MLK Day events to include march, breakfast
BY STEPHEN BURNETT
WOODFORD SUN STAFF

Woodford County’s third annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day breakfast is set for this Monday, Jan. 16, at 8:30 a.m., at 
Versailles Baptist Church — the same time and location as 
last year.

The breakfast’s theme this year will be “Now is the time,” 
said Tim Middleton, a member with the event’s organizer, the 
Woodford County Roots & Heritage Festival Committee. That 
phrase comes from a well-known line from King’s famous “I 
Have A Dream” speech in Washington, D.C., on Aug. 28, 1963. 
And with the nation’s economy still reeling, now is indeed a 
great time for anyone to stand up in favor of recognized equality 
for all people, Middleton added.

Delivering the breakfast’s keynote address will be the 
Rev. Darrick Briscoe. He is pastor of First Baptist Church 

in Danville, but is a Woodford County native and graduate 
of WCHS, where he was also known for his football playing 
there. “Started preaching at the young age of eight years old,” 
Middleton noted. Briscoe will speak on the “now is the time” 
theme, he said.

Song performances from local artists will precede the ad-
dress. Also, organizers will also give posthumous awards to 
three people who did outstanding service in the community. 
“It’s a great honor we have to be able to honor these people 
who have made a difference,” Middleton said.

This year’s awards will go to dentist and former Judge-
executive  Dr. Frank Watts, civil rights activist William Wade 
Smith Sr., and former Midway City Council member Walter 
Bradley.

Tickets for the morning breakfast cost $15 apiece this year. 
To purchase one in advance, call Middleton at (859) 806-3177, 
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KENNY SMITH prefers using black-and-white in his photographic art. “If you 
take away the color,” he explains, “then it’s all about the form, light, shadows, 
textures – and a lot of time color will cover up a lot of that.” (Photo by Bob Vlach)

Photographic artist opens his 
gallery in downtown Midway
BY BOB VLACH
WOODFORD SUN STAFF

Photography has been in Kenny Smith’s 
life for 30 years.

The Corbin native describes himself as a 
photographic artist who understands the dif-
ference between a pretty picture and art. His 
discerning eye for photography comes from 
studying composition and art in college as well 
as a lifetime developing his own technique 
and creativity.

“There’s a difference between a photogra-
pher and a photographic artist,” says Smith, 
64. “And hopefully what I’m displaying here 
is photographic art.”

His recently opened Kennydid Gallery of 
Photographic Art (kennydid.com) in down-
town Midway offers a space where Central 
Kentucky artists like him can display and sell 
their photographic art.

“A lot of these people are really good,” 
says Smith. “And they don’t have that many 
opportunities to sell their work.”

“I thought,” he adds, “it would be really nice 
to have a place featuring just photographic art 
and give these people a chance to showcase 
their work.”

His downstairs gallery at 102 East Main 
Street opened on Nov. 25. An upstairs studio 
with exposed brick walls and ceiling beams, 
and natural southern sunlight fl owing through 
several large windows along one wall provide 
a unique space for photo shoots and hands-on 
photography classes.

Smith, who studied art and music at 
Cumberland College (now University of the 
Cumberlands), says he was bartending at 
Oaklawn Park in Hot Springs, Ark., when he 
purchased his fi rst SLR camera to take some 
action shots of racing Thoroughbreds to use 

as a visual reference for his paintings.
“Well,” says Smith, “the paintings never 

got done.”
Instead he fell in love with photography, 

and it’s been “an on-again, off-again” part of 
his life over the years, he says, “because I’ve 
done a lot of other things.”

“I’m a used-to-be,” he explains. “You’ve 
got wannabes. I’m a used-to-be. I used to be 
a lot of things.”

Smith played trumpet, saxophone, fl ute and 
fl ugelhorn while traveling across the country 
with various bands in the 1970s. Money earned 
from his jobs as a traveling musician helped 
pay for his education at Cumberland College.

The U.S. Army veteran says he also worked 
as a cabinetmaker, a bartender at several race-
tracks and a draftsman for a civil engineering 
fi rm in Lexington.

When he got serious about photography, 
Smith signed up for workshops on his craft 
because, he says, “you can always learn 
something new. There’s always somebody 
who knows more than you.”

Smith says he’s a better photographer today 
than he was a decade ago. The reasons are 
simple, yet complex.

“Your (photographic) eye’s always evolv-
ing,” he explains.

“It’s just like anything else,” he continues, 
“if you don’t keep getting better you just stag-
nate. I’d hate to think that I was still taking 
pictures now that I took ten years ago.

“You always strive to be better; learn new 
things, new little tricks.”

Smith has embraced digital photography, 
and appreciates being able to manipulate 
digital images using computer software. Still, 
he sometimes misses the mystery of watching 
one of his prints develop into an image in the 
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‘Conservative’ draft budget 
presented to school board

BY BOB VLACH
WOODFORD SUN STAFF

A draft budget for the 2012-
13 school year was presented to 
the Woodford County Board of 
Education at Monday night’s 
planning meeting.

Until Kentucky’s General 
Assembly adopts a two-year 
budget during its current 
legislative session, there are 
many uncertainties related to 
how much school districts will 
receive in terms of state fund-
ing, Chief Financial Offi cer 
Gail Binder said.

End-of-year average daily 
attendance for students will 
help determine how much state 
revenue Woodford County 
schools receive through the 
state’s SEEK formula. The 
level of per-student funding 
will also affect how much local 
districts receive in state dollars.

“We have adopted a con-
servative approach. Planning 
for the worst, hoping for the 
best,” said Binder. “We know 
that we need to look at rebuild-
ing our contingency if there 
are carryover dollars (from 
this school year). That has 
served us very well in the past 
because it allows us to have a 
cushion for any adjustments to 
appropriation or reductions in 
(state) funding.”

The draft budget anticipates 
SEEK remaining at $3,903 per 

student. But contingencies are 
in place if the legislature votes 
to reduce the level of per-
student funding, Binder said.

“Even if the worst-case sce-
nario happens,” she explained, 
“…we can weather that storm 
for this year. We have enough 
set aside in contingency that we 
will be able to absorb that hit.”

The board will be asked 
to approve a draft budget for 
next school year at its regular 
meeting on Monday night, Jan. 
23, at 6:30 in the board offi ce 
on Pisgah Pike.

The 10-month process lead-
ing up to the approval a work-
ing budget in September begins 
when the board approves a 
draft budget in January and a 
tentative budget in May.

District energy plan
A proposed energy man-

agement plan for the school 
system was presented to board 
members on Monday. Binder 
said the Kentucky General 
Assembly passed legislation in 
2010 requiring local boards of 
education to establish energy 
conservation measures and 
enroll in the Kentucky Energy 
and Effi ciency Program for 
Schools (or KEEPS).

“The whole design was to 
create an energy management 
plan that would function on 
behalf of the school system to 
make us better stewards of our 
natural resources,” said Binder.

She said an energy manage-
ment plan has been developed 
with support of energy man-
ager John Clemons.

Goals have been estab-
lished in the plan to create 
student energy teams in every 
school and reduce energy 
usage by at least 4 percent 
this school year, a savings of 
$30,880 in energy costs.

A two-year grant provided 
funds to employ Clemons as 
energy manager in Jessamine 
and Woodford counties. He has 
been working with principals 
and other school employees 
here to establish procedures 
to reduce energy consumption. 
Schools in Woodford County 
have already established en-
ergy conservation efforts, 
Binder said.

For example, Southside 
Elementary has implemented 
“waste-free Wednesday lunch-
es” in December.

Schools have established 
daily shutdown procedures 
for energy-consuming devices 
like computers and many have 
also established their own 
green teams. The district’s 
electrician will install energy-
effi cient fl uorescent lights and 
replace ballasts at Woodford 
County High School this year, 
Binder said.

She said district-wide en-
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WCHS grad works Sundays 
on Fox’s NFL telecasts

JOE WHEELER and former New York Giant defensive
end Michael Strahan are pictured at Super Bowl XLV at
Cowboys Stadium in Dallas last January. Wheeler grew
up in Midway before his family moved to Versailles his
junior year at Woodford County High School. (Photo
submitted)

BY BOB VLACH
WOODFORD SUN STAFF

Landing a production job 
at Fox Sports has taken Joe 
Wheeler to places and given 
him opportunities that he 
could never have imagined as 
a student at Woodford County 
High School.

The 1996 WCHS graduate 
helped out on Fox’s coverage 
of Super Bowl XLV at Cow-
boys Stadium in Dallas last 
January. Prior to the Super 
Bowl, he traveled to Chicago’s 
Soldier Field to help cover the 
Packers-Bears NFC title game.

“The thing I remember 
from the NFC title game,” 
said Wheeler in a telephone 
interview from his Los Ange-
les home last week, “is sitting 
there talking with (former New 
York Giant defensive end) 
Michael Strahan (and) ask-
ing him who was the hardest 
quarterback, you ever faced, 
to try to bring down.”

Strahan’s answer was for-
mer Dallas Cowboy great Troy 
Aikman. That disappointed 
Wheeler – a big fan of former 
Miami Dolphin quarterback 
Dan Marino.

Strahan, Terry Bradshaw, 
Jimmy Johnson, Howie Long 
and Curt Mennefee are no 
different off-camera than what 
viewers see on their television 
screens every Sunday during 
football season, according to 
Wheeler.

“They’re silly. They’re fun. 
They have a great time. They 
cut-up with each other. They 
rag on each other,” he said. 
And he even got to catch a pass 
thrown by Bradshaw, a Hall of 
Fame quarterback. “That was 
pretty cool,” he added.

Last football season, 

Wheeler worked closely with 
on-air studio personality Jay 
Glazer putting together his 
segment on Fox’s NFL pre-
game show. He also helped out 
with “shot sheets” for game 
highlights read by Mennefee.

This fall and winter, Wheel-
er has helped produce an 
NFL game for Fox every 
Sunday afternoon during the 
regular season. As graphics 
coordinator on broadcasts, he’s 
responsible for getting timely 
statistics and text on a viewer’s 
television screen.

“The game dictates what 

the storylines are,” explained 
Wheeler, “but you’re still try-
ing to get stories people want 
to watch and to hear. That’s 
still fun. And it still what draws 
me to do (this job) every day.”

A game’s drama and its 
characters – better known as 
players and coaches – turn 
an NFL football game into 
the greatest documentary, he 
added.

Wheeler will travel to San 
Francisco this weekend as 
a member of the production 

See NFL, p. 18

Lady Jackets defeat Shelby, Collins – Page 11
Menser returns to pastor Clear Creek – Page 3


