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sitting in the refrigerator since Christ-
mas. Now that it has turned blue, I’m not 
sure even the dogs would eat it.

I also should probably quit wearing 
my favorite motorcycle T-shirt now that 
it has more holes in it than a pound of 
Swiss cheese. I’ll miss that shirt because 
you don’t see a Playboy Playmate wear-
ing a skimpy swimsuit on a Harley Da-
vidson very often.

Besides that, I know it would be in 
my best interest to let the garbage man 
take away all the old newspapers that 
fi ll my garage. If I don’t, instantaneous 
combustion may set in and I could be 
forced to douse the blaze with my prized 
beer collection. No one wants to see 
good beer go up in fl ames.

I realize leftovers, T-shirts and beer 
are small potatoes compared to the big 
things that shape a man’s life and per-

While waiting in the barber shop, 
I read a story in a magazine that said 
admitting your weaknesses will put 
you on the path to self improvement. 
The author believes that by recogniz-
ing your faults, you will be able to rise 
above them. He suggested making a list 
and reviewing it from time to time to 
see if you are making progress at be-
coming a better person.

I admit there are a few things I need 
to work on. For instance, I should prob-
ably throw out the old pizza that’s been 

sonality. So, as the magazine article 
suggested, I decided to look deep into 
myself searching for weaknesses. The 
search didn’t take long.

One big weakness was easy to spot. 
I’m no good with dirt. Oh, I can create it 
without much problem. It’s getting rid of 
it that’s my downfall. But I sure try.

I mopped the garage fl oor the other 
day. After it dried, I marveled at the intri-
cate swirls of grit I had created. Picasso 
would have applauded.

I could see a little out of my basement 
windows before I used a bottle of Win-
dex on them. Now, I can’t see through 
them at all.

I have an arsenal of industrial strength 
weapons at my disposal. My pantry is 
fi lled with concoctions such as Scrub-
bing Bubbles, Mr. Clean and Zap Away. 
There are bottles of all kinds and shapes 

This and That

See Justin Hearn, page 3

fi lled with antibacterial disinfectants 
and cleansers. They may work for some 
people but not for me.

My truck doesn’t shine, my chrome 
doesn’t gleam, my golf clubs are grub-
by and my motorcycle looks like it just 
crossed the Alaskan mud fl ats.

I’ve sought advice from experts. 
I’ve read everything Martha Stewart 
writes and I’ve memorized the latest 
edition of Hints from Heloise.

Still, I’m man enough to admit dirt 
is my weakness. I can’t get rid of it but 
I sure can accumulate it.

If the article I read is correct, admit-
ting my weakness will make me a better 
person. I hope that’s true. Because once 
I get this dirt problem under control, I 
plan to work on another big weakness 
of mine and that’s believing everything 
I read at the barber shop.

I can see my weakness
See  Legislation, page 3

District Tournament rundown- Pg. 5

When a man looking 
for deer antlers along the 
Ohio River near Vevay, 
Ind. but found instead a 
decomposed body, Sun-
day, Denise Hearn’s long 
nightmare apparently 
ended.

The body is believed 
to be Denise Hearn’s 
son, Justin Hearn, 20, of 
Worthville, who had been 
missing for more than 14 
months. He drowned in 
the Ohio River on Dec. 
13, 2010, when the boat 
he and two friends were 
using to hunt ducks cap-
sized.

“The body was found 
in a river bottom area 
about a half-mile east 
of Vevay,” said Galla-
tin County Sheriff Josh 
Neale on Monday. “It was 
severely decomposed and 
was really just a skeleton. 
Most of the clothing was 
still there, however, and 
it matched the waterproof 
“duck suit” Justin was 
wearing the day he disap-
peared. There was a set of 

keys in one of the pockets 
that matched the set Justin 
carried. We’re 95 percent 
sure the body of Justin 
Hearn has fi nally been 
found.”

Dec. 13, 2010, was a 
raw and cold day on the 
Ohio River with wind-
chill temperatures near 
zero. The temperature in 
the water was around 34 
degrees.

Hearn was in the boat 
with fellow hunters Jo-
seph McDermott and Jer-
emy Pence when it began 
to take on water at 11:30 
a.m. It capsized near the 
Indiana shore, across the 
river from Warsaw. Mc-
Dermott and Pence were 
able to swim safely to 
shore but Hearn, who was 
not wearing a life jacket, 
sank.

“He was clutching 
a bag of duck decoys 
which kept him afl oat 
for a while,” said Galla-
tin County EMS Direc-
tor Barry Alexander at 

Wildcats at the District
Both Gallatin County’s boys and girls teams advanced to the 8th region tournaments last 

week by winning fi rst round games in the 31st District Tournament. Our teams lost to host 
Owen County, however, in the district championship games. Above, Gallatin County’s bench 
and fans cheered as the Wildcats cut Owen’s lead to nine points in the fourth quarter.

Below left, Gallatin County’s Kristian Morgan (#12) and Brady Hill (# 30) battle for a loose 
ball in the opening round game against Henry County. Morgan, Travis Davis and Zak Brown 
were named the All Tournament Team.

Below right, Gallatin County’s Brooke Dossett drives to the basket against Owen County in 
the championship game. Gallatin beat Carroll County in its fi rst game. Brooke, her sister, Han-
nah Dossett, and Mikkah Hignite were name to the All Tournament Team. See page 5 for more 
on the District Tournament. Photos by Kelley Warnick

Three judges repre-
senting Kentucky’s Court 
of Appeals will hear cases 
in Gallatin County next 
Wednesday, March 7, at 
the courthouse.

The panel will hear oral 
arguments on two cases 
and decide to either affi rm 
or reverse their original 
verdicts.

The three appellate 
judges will be: Michelle 
Keller, who presides over 
Gallatin County in the 
sixth district; Michael 
Caperton of Laurel Coun-
ty; and Kelly Thompson 
of Bowling Green.

“My goal is to bring 

the court of appeals to all 
21 counties that I repre-
sent,” said Judge Keller. 
“I haven’t been to Galla-
tin County since the 
courthouse renovation 
and I’m excited about vis-
iting again.” 

The two cases are:
•Virginia Gaither vs. 

The Justice and Public 
Safety Cabinet at 1:30 
p.m.

•Delphi Automotive 
Systems vs. The Capital 
Community Economics 
Industrial Development 
Corporation.

There are seven appel-
late districts in Kentucky.

Court of Appeals
coming to town

Gallatin County EMS 
director Barry Alexander 
wants people to know 
March is “Severe Weath-
er Awareness Month” and 
he urges all county resi-
dents to be prepared for 
threatening weather.

“If the lights go out, are 
you prepared?” asked Al-
exander. “That’ a simple 
but necessary question we 
must all ask ourselves. In 
the event of a power out-
age something as simple 
as having a fl ashlight, 

radio and extra batteries
available can make you 
and your family more 
comfortable and safe.”

Alexander recom-
mends every household
keep on hand a three-day 
supply of food and water 
for each member of the
family along with essen-
tials such as medicines,
fl ashlights, matches,
candles and fi rst aid sup-
plies. He also said homes
should have a fi rst-aid kit
and an emergency plan.

It pays to be prepared

Duck hunter’s
body found
near Vevay
Justin Hearn had been
missing since Dec. 2010

Two well-publicized 
and controversial bills 
being considered by Ken-
tucky’s General Assem-
bly apparently won’t be 
passed in this legislative 
session.

Last Thursday, Senate 
Majority leader Robert 
Stivers, a Republican from 
Manchester, withdrew 
Senate Bill 50 that would 
have forced people to ob-
tain a prescription before 

they could purchase many 
over-the-counter medica-
tions for cold and allergy 
problems. The bill was an 
attempt to make it more 
diffi cult for those who 
manufacture the illegal 
drug methamphetamine to 
get pseudoephedrine, a in-
gredient in meth and that 
is also found in many cold 
and sinus remedies.

The proposed law be-
came the target of sev-

eral drug companies who 
spent millions of dollars 
attacking it.

Many law enforcement 
offi cials were in favor of 
the law, including Galla-
tin County Sheriff Josh 
Neale.

“Passing this law is 
important,” Neale said. 
“Our little county alone 
spent about $300,000 
last year fi ghting meth-
amphetamine use. All 

my family members take 
over-the-counter drugs 
for sinus problems. There 
are plenty of drugs with-
out ephedrine that work 
just fi ne. It should be ev-
ery lawmaker’s priority to 
pass this legislation.”

After withdrawing his 
bill, Stivers said he plans 
to keep fi ghting to make 
pseudoephedrine harder 
to get. He said he’s look-

Meth, gaming bills go down


