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anything addictive since I was fourteen. 
That year, I smoked my fi rst cigarette 
and it took me 16 years to stop.

Despite Betty’s warning, I clicked on 
the Decorah Eagle Nest webcam when 
I got to work Friday morning thinking 
I would take a quick a look at the birds.

I’m sorry to say I watched the eagles 
until it was time to close up shop for the 
day. No pictures were taken, no stories 
were written, no phone calls were re-
turned and no garbage cans were emp-
tied.

The eagles’ home is a large nest of 
sticks and cornstalks that’s about six 
foot in diameter and six foot deep. It sits 
about 80 ft. up in a tall cottonwood tree 
in northeast Iowa.

My father introduced me to the fas-
cinating world of bird watching when I 
was big enough to pick up a pair of bin-

Last week, I had dinner with my 
sister-in-law, Betty Stephenson Shin-
kle, and her husband, Monte. Although 
my evening with the Shinkles couldn’t 
have been more enjoyable, I’m afraid, 
thanks to Betty, I now have a problem.

“You must check out the Eaglecam 
from Decorah, Iowa,” she said. “They 
have a camera focused on an eagle’s 
nest that’s on all day long. It’s almost 
addictive.

I hoped Betty was exaggerating 
because I’ve tried to stay away from 

oculars. Like most “birders,” we made 
“life lists” of all the birds we had seen.

I added the American Bald Eagle to 
my list about 18 years ago when I took a 
trip to Haynes, Alaska, which is known 
as the Eagle Capital of the world. There 
are more eagles in Haynes than you can 
imagine and you can see them do all 
kinds of things.

Luckily, Gallatin County bird watch-
ers don’t have to travel to Alaska any-
more to see our national bird. American 
Bald Eagles, which were once endan-
gered in the lower 48 states, are no lon-
ger threatened and several spend the 
winter around here.

I often see Eagles these days. Thanks 
to Betty Shinkle, however, I saw an Ea-
gle do something last Friday that I had 
never seen before. I saw one lay an egg.

How could I turn away from the web-

This and That
cam feed when there was a baby on the 
way? I watched until dark and turned 
it on as soon I got out of bed the next 
morning.

I had a long list of important chores 
to do over the weekend. I needed to 
tune up the lawnmower for spring, hose 
off the truck, trim the trees, bathe the 
dogs, comb the cat and fi gure out my 
taxes before Monday morning rolled 
around.

Unfortunately, because of my new 
eagle addiction, I accomplished noth-
ing except watching the birds fl uff up 
their nest and keep their little white egg 
warm.

I’m not sure when I’ll get around to 
all my tasks because I don’t know how 
long this addiction will last. If it’s any-
thing like cigarettes, I suppose it’ll be 
some time in February 2028.

See School Tests, page 3

I have a new addiction to fi ght

Superintendent Perkins goes to Frankfort - Pg. 2

With spring-type 
weather rolling into Gall-
atin County for another 
week, people are starting 
to make plans for even 
warmer weather in the 
months ahead.

The Gallatin County 
Fair tops this list of sum-
mertime events.

Fair board president 
Hargis Davis has been 
lining up entertainment 
for several weeks and the 
schedule has been set. The 
fair has grown each of the 
past four years it has been 
held at its site on U.S. 127 
in Glencoe and will be 
even bigger this year.

“We’ve never had a 
circus before but that’s 
what we’re going to do 
this year,” said Davis. 
“They’re called No Joes 
Clown Circus out of At-
lanta and everyone should 
check out the promotional 
fi lm on their web-site at 
nojoesclowncircus.com. 
You won’t believe what 
these folks can do.”

The No Joes Circus 
will offer knife jugglers, 
acrobats, and a variety of 
clowns. Best of all, it’s of-
fered free with the price 
of admission.

Thrill seekers at the 
fair this summer will en-
joy the new carnival of-
fered by Casey Rides and 
Amusements from Utica, 
Kentucky. The gravity-
defying rides are also free 
with admission.

One of the highlights 
at last year’s fair was 

the 6,000-square-foot 
pageant building with
air-conditioned dressing
rooms. It was built at a
cost of $115,000 and the 
grateful contestants will
enjoy it again this sum-
mer.

Another improvement
at the fairgrounds is the
40’ by 80’ show area and 
livestock barn for 4H con-
testants.

“It’s a great place for 
the kids to show their 
livestock and have their 
auction,” said county ex-
tension agent David Hull.
“It’s one of the best facili-
ties around.”

The Gallatin County
Fair will open on Satur-
day, June 16, and the pop-
ular Miss Gallatin County
Pageant will be held that 
night. Throughout the
week, there will be de-
molition derbies, teen and
children’s pageants, ATV
and motorcycle drag rac-
es, tractor pulls, live mu-
sic, fi reworks, a commu-
nity-wide church service 
and many more events.

Admission to the fair 
will be $10 and will in-
clude all events and rides.
There will be no charge
for children under three 
and for the church ser-
vice. Parking will always
be free.

The offi cial Fair Book 
will be inserted in the
Gallatin County News 
in the May 30 edition. It 
will also be available at
local businesses.

The Gallatin County 
Public Library has sched-
uled a program for this 
Friday, Feb. 24, to com-
memorate the 150th an-
niversary of the Civil War.

Mama & Son – A Civil 
Warsaw Story, will be 
performed by two of Ken-
tucky’s best storytellers, 
Bill Watson from Owen 
County and Pam Hol-
comb from Harlan Coun-
ty. The program has been 
called one of the fresh-
est and most entertaining 

works on the Civil War. It 
reveals the memories of a 
Confederate veteran and 
his mother, who sent two 
sons to the war. One son 
fought for the north and 
one fought for the south, 
which was not unusual 
for a border state such as 
Kentucky.

The program begins at 
7 p.m. There is no charge 
but anyone planning to 
attend is asked to RSVP 
to the library at 859-567-
2786.

With less than an inch 
of snow this winter and 
few days below freezing, 
most of Gallatin County 
is celebrating the mildest 
winter in memory.

There have been no 
“snow days” for the 
schools, heating costs are 
much lower than normal 
and frozen water pipes 
have been nonexistent.

While all that sounds 
good, David Hull, Galla-
tin County extension 
agent for agriculture 
warns an early spring can 
also bring problems.

“Buds on fruit trees are 
already swelling,” said 
Hull. “If they bloom and 
then we have a hard frost, 
we could lose a signifi -
cant amount of fruit. I’ve 
also noticed knock-out 
roses are already putting 

on new growth and they 
too could get zapped by 
a frost as could all early 
fl owering shrubs.”

Hull also expects to see 
more insect problems this 
year because of the lack 
of typical winter weather 
and warns farmers to pay 
close attention to their 
livestock.

“Livestock owners 
should look for external 
parasites such as lice this 
spring,” he said. “And if 
pastures green-up earlier, 
farmers should take pre-
cautions against a variety 
of serious digestive disor-
ders.” (See Hull’s Doctor 
Dirt column on page 10)

Our string of mild days 
is expected to continue 
through next week with 
highs in the mid-50s and 
lows in the mid-30s.

Public school students 
in Gallatin County and 
across the state will take 
the new K-Prep test for 
the fi rst time this May 
and educators worry the 
results could leave many 
families confused and 
concerned.

The new test was man-
dated under Senate Bill 
1, and is part of the 2009 
reform package the Gen-
eral Assembly passed to 
strengthen Kentucky’s 
public school system.

It will replace the old 
CATS test and its scores 
will look radically differ-
ent. In addition, there are 
new components to the 
standardized test such as 
student growth and gradu-
ation rates that parents 

have not seen in the past. 
Along with the tests are 
tougher core content stan-
dards in math and English 
that are touching every 
family with children in 
public schools in Ken-
tucky.

Those new standards 
force students to master 
concepts in seventh or 
eighth grade that previ-
ously weren’t taught until 
the ninth or tenth grade. 
The tougher standards are 
expected to push some 
scores downward.

Last fall, Gallatin 
County Superintendent 
of Schools Dot Perkins 
called the reforms “the 
most drastic change” in 
education in the state since 
the Kentucky Education 

Reform Act (KERA) was 
passed in 1990.

Although the new K-
Prep test will be taken 
in May, results won’t be 
made public until next 
fall. The new test is based 
on a scale of 100 whereas 
the old CATS test score 
went up to 140. That may 
cause some people to look 
at the new scores and be 
confused into thinking 
their school has dropped 

when it hasn’t.
Stu Silberman, execu-

tive director of the Prich-
ard Committee for Aca-
demic Excellence, said 
there’s also a concern that 
if the public misreads the 
test results, some might 
call for the state to drop 
the new tough standards it 
has adopted.

“With the new stan-
dards, we’ve increased 

Circus to
join Fair
this year
New events planned
for County Fair in June

Big night in the gymnasium
There was plenty of action before Gallatin 

County’s basketball game with Shelby County 
on Friday. First, Superintendent Dot Perkins 
presented Coach Jon Jones (above, right) with 
a plaque to honor of his 300th win earlier this 
month. Coach Jones then celebrated with for-
mer players and coaches at mid-court.

Also before the game, the senior cheerlead-
ers, players and their parents were saluted. 
At left, senior cheerleader Anna Frjorden, an 
exchange student from Norway, and her host 
parents, John and Barbara Spinner, are in-
troduced to the large crowd who watched the 
Wildcats beat the Rockets 72 to 57. Photo by 
Kelley Warnick

Schools prepare for new tests

Library will host
Civil War program

This winter may
not be all rosy

Tunnel vision
The new pedestrian tunnel being built under 
RT 35 at the Kentucky Speedway was in place 
Monday. It consists of 25 concrete sections, is 
42-foot wide and 11-foot tall. It leads from new 
parking areas under construction to the Speed-
way’s front gate. The state is spending $3.7 mil-
lion to build the tunnel, widen RT 35 and widen 
the southbound exit ramp on I-71. Photo by 
Kelley Warnick


