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coach could have drawn up the perfect 
play, Jordan probably wouldn’t have 
wound up with the ball at this critical 
juncture of the game. 

Nonetheless, he had dreamed of a 
moment like this all of his life. His fa-
ther and uncle played basketball for the 
school. His grandfather, David Morris, 
also played and has been the team’s pub-
lic address announcer for as long as Jor-
dan has been alive.

I’ve watched Jordan on the basket-
ball court since he was a toddler. Before 
he was old enough to go to school, Jor-
dan would run onto the court with Galla-
tin County’s varsity as they warmed up 
before games. He would shag balls for  
the players and he would shoot when he 
had the chance.

When Jordan started school, young-
sters were allowed to shoot basketballs 

With one second to go in the game 
and his team down two points, senior 
Jordan Morris had the ball in his hands. 
His Gallatin County Wildcats had been 
losing by 19 points just six minutes ear-
lier but they had battled back and now 
Jordan’s and his team’s future was liter-
ally on his fi ngertips.

A loss in this 8th Region Tourna-
ment would mean the end of both Gall-
atin County’s season and Jordan’s high 
school basketball career.

He wasn’t the tallest, fastest or 
strongest player on the team. If the 

at halftime of the games. He was always 
the fi rst one with a ball in his hands. I re-
member watching him try to put the ball 
through the hoop when it took both his 
hands and all his strength just to heave 
it up to the backboard. He would throw 
up the ball and then run after it as fast as 
he could when it hit the fl oor. Shot af-
ter shot, Jordan’s enthusiasm and energy 
never waned.

As he grew older, he eventually 
gained the strength and expertise to get 
the ball to and through the rim. I’m sure 
I saw Jordan take more than a thousand 
shots during halftimes of the varsity 
games he and his family attended. The 
number of shots he took at the goal in 
his family’s driveway probably reached 
close to a million.

Although a steady player, Jordan 
wasn’t considered one of the team’s 

This and That

See Redistricting, page 3

stars. He wasn’t tall, fast or quick 
enough to fi t into that category.

But that wasn’t important last 
Wednesday night. Jordan’s team need-
ed him.

The Wildcats were losing by two 
points with a second left in the game 
and fate had put the ball in his hands. 
That’s when Jordan did what had he 
been preparing to do from the time 
he took his fi rst steps. He squared his 
shoulders to the basket, took dead aim 
and let that ball fl y.

His teammates and fans mobbed the 
young man when his three-point shot 
hit nothing but net as the buzzer sound-
ed ending the game. Some people may 
have been surprised at how the game 
ended but not me. I’ve been watch-
ing Jordan make baskets for so long, I 
could never doubt him.

The ball was in Jordan’s hands

Season ends for the Wildcats- Pg. 5

Gallatin County resi-
dents breathed sighs of 
relief Friday evening after 
it became clear the torna-
does that brought death 
and destruction to much 
of this region had spared 
our county.

Even though there 
was no damage here, you 

didn’t have to travel far 
to see the effects of the 
worst tornadoes to hit this 
area since 1974. Six miles 
across the county line, in 
Owen County, the home 
of former Gallatin County 
residents Tom and Betty 

Slayback on U. S. 127 
was destroyed by one of 
Friday’s many storms.

“My wife and daughter 
were sitting in our family 
room and were worried 
about me because I was 
down in my shop,” said 

Tom Slayback on Mon-
day as he sifted through 
rubble that had been his 
two-story brick home. 
“They then heard a loud 
explosion that was the 
horse barn across the 
street being blown apart 

and then the roof went off 
our house. My daughter 
was cut from her toes to 
her head but she and my 
wife will be fi ne. That’s 
the important part.”

The deadly outbreak 
of 46 tornadoes killed 40 
people Friday, including 
22 in Kentucky and in-
jured about 300. One of 
the hardest hit areas local-
ly was in southern Ken-
ton County where three 
died and the small town 
of Piner was nearly wiped 
off the map by the storm’s 
fury.

Similar damage was 
reported near Crittenden 
in Grant County where a 
tornado killed more than 
10 show-quality quarter 
horses owned by the Mc-
Cardle Family. Nearby in 
Indiana, two people died 
in Ripley County, four 
died in Jefferson County, 
three died in Scott Coun-
ty, one was killed in Clark 
County and in Washing-
ton County four people 
died.

In the Ripley Coun-
ty town of Hilton, the 
storm’s 165-mph winds 
slammed into homes and 
barns and spread misery 
in its wake. On Monday, 
residents there and all 
over the Ohio River Val-
ley began to rebuild their 
homes and their lives.

Insurance claims from 
Friday’s deadly torna-
does and hailstorms are 
pouring into Kentucky 
insurance agents by the 
thousands. By Monday 
afternoon, Kentucky 
Farm Bureau, one of the 
state’s largest insurance 

companies, had received 
more than 9,000 claims, 
said company spokesman
Greg Kosse.

“We anticipate that
number to go up signifi -
cantly,” Kosse said. “It’s 
too early to put a dollar 
fi gure on the destruction
because the damage is just
so devastating.”

Preliminary estimates
of damage should be
available by the end of
the week. Because of the
nearly state-wide swath of
storm damage, the losses 
could approach those
of the most expensive 
storms in history. Those
include Hurricane Ike in
2008 that cost Kentucky 
Farm Bureau $125 mil-
lion, and the winter ice 
and wind storms in 2009
that brought claims of
$200 million to the insur-
ance company.

Many relief agencies
are helping care for those
who were injured or lost
property in the storms. 
Locally, the Kentucky
Farm Bureau offi ce will 
match any fi nancial do-
nation to the American
Red Cross. Contact Rose
Sullivan, Mayme Walters 
or Vesta Moore for more 
information or call 567-
6331.

Additionally, the Sher-
iff Department is collect-
ing items such as bottled 
water, cleaning supplies,
canned goods and person-
al hygiene supplies to aid
storm victims. Call 567-
5751 for information. The 
Paint Lick Baptist Church
will collect relief items 
this Friday and Saturday 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.at 
the church.

Mother Nature spares Gallatin
Tornadoes bring death, destruction to region

Gallatin County will 
not get a new state sena-
tor and representative af-
ter all. That’s because the 
state’s Supreme Court has 
ruled the redistricting plan 
drawn up by the General 
Assembly is unconstitu-
tional because the new 
legislative districts didn’t 
comply with the “one per-
son, one vote” mandate in 

federal and state law.
Redistricting occurs 

every 10 years to account 
for population changes re-
ported in the U. S. Census. 
The latest count found the 
state’s overall population 
grew from 4 million to 4.3 
million between 2000 and 
2010, requiring new leg-
islative and congressional 
district boundaries.

“Yes, I’m still going to 
represent Gallatin County 
for at least another year 
and I’m delighted about 
that,” said State Sena-
tor John Schickle, a Re-
publican. The redistrict-
ing plan had put Gallatin 
County in Senator Paul 
Hornback’s 20th District 
but now the county will 
remain in Schickle’s 11th 
District.

Schickle will be op-
posed by Joshua Turner in 
this spring’s Republican 

Primary election which 
will take place May 22.

Likewise, Rep. Royce 
Adams, a Democrat, will 
continue to represent 
Gallatin County in the 
state legislature but only 
until his term expires this 
year because of his plans 
to retire. The redistricting 
plan had put the county 
in Rep. Rick Rand’s 47th 
District but instead it will 
remain in the 61st Dis-
trict.

Time Warner Cable an-
nounced last week it has 
acquired Insight Com-
munications, the cable 
TV, Internet and phone 
service provider that has 
served the City of Warsaw 
and several other commu-
nities in Kentucky.

The Insight acquisition 
added 760,000 customers 
to Time Warner’s Cable 
operation.

“We are pleased to 
welcome our new cus-
tomers, new employees 
and new communities to 
Time Warner, said Glenn 
Britt, CEO of Time War-

ner Cable. “We’re excited 
to begin building on In-
sight’s success and serv-
ing our new customers.”

Britt said it would be 
“business as usual” for 
former Insight customers 
as the company begins the 
day-to-day management 
of its new areas. He said 
the transition would be 
gradual to ensure a posi-
tive customer experience. 
The company plans to 
introduce advanced, inno-
vative cable products and 
services later this year and 
will keep customers in-
formed of these plans

Reason to celebrate
The Wildcats celebrated after a thrilling 

win over Simon Kenton in the fi rst round of 
the Region 8 Tournament in Henry County 
last Wednesday. The boys came from 19 points 
down late in the game to advance to the semi-
fi nals where they lost to Collins High School. 
See page 5 for details. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Swiss Idol winner!
Talented vocalist Lucy Parker, Glencoe, won

the prestigious Swiss Idol singing competition
in Vevay on Saturday. Parker sang “In My 
Daughter’s Eyes,” “Perfect” and the Barbara
Streisand song “Evergreen” to win the $500 
fi rst-place prize. Other Gallatin contestants
who reached the top ten included Brittany Gill-
strap of Glencoe, Rebekah Moore of Sanders 
and Kathy Moore of Sparta. Photo by Kendal 
R. Miller

Time Warner acquires
Insight Cable TV

A total loss
Tom and Betty Slayback’s home was destroyed Friday afternoon by one of the many deadly 

storms that killed 40 people in the region and did millions of dollars of damage. The Slaybacks 
are former Gallatin County residents who now live on U. S. 127 in Owen County six miles from 
the Gallatin County line. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Court throws out redistricting plan


