
by Sgt. William Hill
Camp Atterbury Public Affairs 

EDINBURGH, Ind. – The sounds 
of rifl es being fi red drowns out the 
noncommissioned offi cers yelling 
orders as the smell of sulfur fi lls the 
air. While the sounds and smells 
would be familiar to Soldiers on 
today’s front lines, the scene play-
ing out on the training area at Camp 
Atterbury Joint Maneuver Training 
Center was straight out of the past.

These “soldiers,” their roles re-
enacted by people from across the 
country donned vintage uniforms 
and used retired weapons and mili-
tary tactical vehicles to re-enact a 
battle fought 67 years ago, during 
Living History Reenacting Associa-
tion Spring National Event, Satur-
day. 

More than 260 re-enactors par-
ticipated in World War II scenarios. 
Approximately 100  re-enactors 
portrayed German infantrymen 
and set up fortifi ed positions while 
the rest portrayed Allied forces and 
marched through the wooded areas 
of Camp Atterbury to simulate the 
Invasion of Normandy.   

David Weakley, the re-enactment 
commander for the 82nd Airborne 
Division said one of the scenarios 
was Operation Boston, where, June 

6, 1944, Allied forces fought to liber-
ate the commune St. Mère Église, in 
Normandy, France, from occupying 
German forces.

“The Germans have taken St. 
Mère Église and we have three Sher-
man Tanks, along with the 82nd 
and 101st Airborne infantrymen, to 
retake the village,” said Weakley.

In the early morning of June 
6, 1944, paratroopers from the 
82nd and 101st Airborne Division 
descended on the town of St. Mère 
Église, occupied by German forces, 
during Operation Boston. This was 
one of the fi rst towns to be liberated 
in the invasion and key to the suc-
cess of the mission.  

Chad Geiger, from Indianapolis, 
an infantryman re-enactor said he 
participates in re-enactment sce-
narios to relive signifi cant moments 
in time. 

“It is a way to time travel, an 
escape from reality,” Geiger said. 
“It is a way to have fun in a different 
time period that I have always been 
interested in, and sometimes, the 
biggest single event in human his-
tory is worth reliving.”

Marty Vanderwall, a World War 
II infantryman re-enactor said it is 
a way for him and his son to spend 
quality time together.

“I [re-enact] with my son, it is a 

great father-son thing,” Vanderwall 
said. “We both love weapons even 
if we are just shooting blanks, and I 
am a big military history buff and I 
wanted to get him started too.” 

He said re-enacting is a way to 
keep the memory alive of what the 
soldiers had to endure during the 
World War II.  

“I was not old enough to be in 
[WWII] and there are not enough of 
us keeping alive the memory of the 
Soldiers who did this kind of stuff 
and I want to pass it on to him,” he 
said. 

In 1942, the 83rd Infantry Divi-
sion trained at Camp Atterbury in 
preparation to deploy to Europe. On 
June 6, 1944, Soldiers from the 83rd 
landed in Normandy on Omaha 
Beach as part of the D-day inva-
sion of Normandy. The 83rd liber-
ated 75,000 allied prisoners from 
prisoner of war camps while they 
advanced farther in Europe. 

He said being at Camp Atterbury 
was a great experience not only 
because of the training area that was 
made available to them but because 
many of Soldiers who fought in 
WWII trained on Camp Atterbury.  

“It is nice to come to an actual 
base,” he said. “The guys who did 
this for real were here at one point 
also and we are walking the same 

ground they did.”
As the last shots bellow through 

the air, and the last German re-
enactors fall one-by-one, the Allied 

forces are victorious again 67 years
later, but after the shooting stops all
these “soldiers” get to return home
from the battlefi eld.
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Re-enactors relive history at Camp Atterbury

by Sgt. Jon Heinrich
1st Brigade Combat Team 

The topography section 
from 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, recently participated 
in a class April 2-13.

The class was designed to 
instruct the topography sec-
tion on how to use the new 
software for their systems.

“Last week’s training 
had to do with the new 
system build for the TOPO 
system. It is the Distributed 
Common Ground System-

Army Geospatial 2.0,” said 
Sgt. Anthony G.F. Spellman, 
a geospatial engineer ser-
geant with Headquarters 
and Headquarters Com-
pany, 1st BCT. 

“The training wasn’t so 
much for teaching us how 
to make maps, but teach-
ing us how to use the new 
gee-whiz awesome applica-
tions,” Spellman continued. 
“The DG 2.0 is set up more 
for web services. Customers 
can put Requests for Infor-
mation in, they can search 
products, they can search 

data and create their own 
products with it and then 
pull them down either as a 
JPEG, PDF or even pull the 
actual data package for use 
in their systems.”

“It’s a new software for 
our system. What the class 
was, it was just giving us a 
rundown of how the soft-
ware works and how it can 
help us help other people. 
Getting RFI’s in, transfer-
ring data from battalion to 
battalion,” said Spc. Danzel 
A. Ray, a geospatial engineer 
with HHC, 1st BCT.

“A lot of it was stuff that 
we already knew, however 
I did learn a lot pertaining 
to fooling around with the 
servers and different raids, 
and how each one of those 
systems are compatible with 
each other,” Ray added.

Spellman describes 
TOPO as the analysis of 
ground and how it affects 
different operations.

“Any sort of operation, 
regardless of what branch 
of the military and what 
job you’re doing, you’re on 
the ground,” Spellman said. 

“Knowing what terrain a 
vehicle can go through, 
know how terrain is going 
to affect foot movement, 
vehicle movement, sup-
plies, how weather is going 
to affect the terrain, fl ood-
ing, snowing, where the 
enemy is more likely to go 
through, his transportation 
needs. Basically you name 
an operation, TOPO has a 
part in it.”

Spellman says that 
anyone can receive maps 
from TOPO as long as they 
request one at least 72 

hours in advance.
“Some units allow people 

to put RFI’s in via email, I’ve 
found via experience that 
it’s better to sit down with a
customer and actually fi nd 
out what they need,” Spell-
man stated. “We would ask
them, what their mission 
is, what are they desiring to 
get out of whatever prod-
ucts they’re requesting of
us, and that way we can 
custom build a product for 
the customer that’s going to 
enhance their completion 
of the mission.”

Bastogne topography learns new system software

PHOTO BY SGT. WILLIAM HILL | CAMP ATTERBURY PAO
William Long, a World War II re-enactor from Louisville, Ky., portrays a German 
infantryman and aims a Maschinengewehr 34 machine gun, at mock Allied forces during 
the Living History Re-enacting Association Spring National Event at Camp Atterbury 
Joint Maneuver Training Center, Monday. More than 260 re-enactors from across the 
nation participated in World War II Normandy scenarios.
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