
By Meaghan Downs 
News staff 

John Collins of 1056 Hazel Drive 
spoke before the city council at its April 
9 meeting to request that the city make 
sewer lines available for residents in the 
Bob-O-Link and Westwood 
subdivisions currently 
limited to septic systems. 

“I’ll be brief, because I 
need your help,” Collins 
said with a laugh. 

Residents of the sub-
division formed a four-
person committee, he said, 
and have been knocking 
on doors in the Bob-O-Link and West-
wood subdivisions to get homeowners’ 
opinions on getting hooked up to sewer 
lines. 

Collins, who has lived in the subdivi-
sion for 11 years, said he spoke with 34 
families in the Bob-O-Link area, and two 
families said no to switching from septic 
to sewer. 

In the Westwood subdivision, Collins 
said, he spoke with 19 families, with one 
saying no to the idea of sewer lines. 

“I intend to go to every door,” he 
said, adding that he had not spoken to 
everyone who would be affected by the 
system change. 

Mayor Edwinna Baker said the sub-
division would first need to be annexed 
and brought into city limits before look-
ing at how residents can receive sewer 
service.  

“We would have to do an annexation; 
it would be going out and picking up 
that boundary from city limits,” Baker 
said in a follow-up interview Tuesday 
morning. 

Residents can come before the 
council to request their subdivision be 
annexed, and if the appeal is unani-
mous, annexation will be approved after 
one reading, Baker said. 

A second reading would be required 
only if residents were not unanimous in 
their appeal for annexation, she said.  

The city council could also decide 
that the subdivisions do not need to be 
in city limits to receive access to city 
sewer, Baker said, which would require 
the council to overrule the current city 
ordinance

“This is something that’s been dis-
cussed for a long time, but nobody has 
actually approached the council about 
it,” Baker said of Collins’ request. 

If the council approves of making the 

By Ben Carlson
News staff

Exactly one year ago, the 
county’s fire chief gave the 
owner of a trashed-out house 
on Hammond Road 10 days to 

tear it down or risk fines and 
jail time.

The house wasn’t torn 
down, and its owner, Steve Gay 
of 1221 McCormick Road, was 
neither fined nor jailed.

Now, 365 days since the that 
deadline was issued, another 
has been set, this time by 
a District Court judge who 
has given Gay until July 5 to 
remove the house, according to 
the county’s code enforcement 
officer, Doug Ingram.

As of Monday, Judge-Execu-

tive John Wayne Conway 
said Gay has not applied for a 
demolition permit, which Con-
way said would be required 
before Gay tears down the 
house.

Asked what happens if Gay 
misses the deadline imposed 
by District Court, Conway said, 

“I’m not going to go there.”
That house has been a sore 

subject for its neighbors, who 
publicly complained last it 
housed varmints and was a 
health hazard.
“I have had an unbelievably 
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House still stands year after ordered torn down
Judge says structure must go by July 5

See HOUSE, Page A2

Lazy people eating poorly
Anderson County among state’s worst for diet and exercise

By Meaghan Downs
News staff 

Comedian Steven Colbert 
announced last year that Lexington 
was the laziest city in the country. 

Anderson County, however, may be 
competing for that title after a new 
health study reported mixed results 
for the county’s outlook of overall 
health.  

The 2012 County Health Rank-
ings and Roadmaps, released by the 
University of Wisconsin Population 
Institute and the Robert Wood John-
son Foundation, measured everything 
from low birth weight to smoking to 
availability of fast-food restaurants 
as an assessment tool for counties to 
examine health habits.  

“As a health professional it matters; 
it shows where we are now, where 
we have been,” April Thomas, health 
educator with the Anderson County 

health department, said of the study. 
“We can look at data that is our county 
versus the state, our county versus 
other counties, our county versus the 
country as a whole. It’s mostly just to 
help me figure out where we are and 
identify the things we should be look-
ing at in the future.” 

According to the study, more 
than one-third of Anderson County 
residents are obese, with 35 percent 
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More than a third of Anderson County residents are reported to be obese and physically inac-
tive, according to data from a new health study examining counties’ overall healthiness. 

YOU WANT FRIES WITH THAT?

 “It’s really a personal 
thing now. We know 
what we’re supposed 
to be doing, but we just 
don’t do it.”

—April Thomas
health educator

See LAZY, Page A3

By Ben Carlson
News staff

He admits he knew virtually noth-
ing at the time about owning and 
operating a sawmill.

So Lawrence-
burg’s Gary 
McInturf did the 
logical thing: he 
bought one.

The year was 
2009. A storm 
blew over some 
oak trees in his 
yard on Ballard 
Road, but instead 
of sawing and 
removing the 
trees, McInturf’s 
wife suggested 

getting the logs turned into lumber.
“My wife said, ‘Let’s get some furni-

ture made from the oak trees,’” McIn-
turf said. “So I took them to a guy in 
Shelbyville who had a sawmill.

“It was the neatest machine I ever 
saw in my life so, 30 days later, I 
bought one.”

Fast forward to 2012 and McInturf 
is now regarded as one of the area’s 
foremost dealers in high-quality 
lumber. He has customers across the 
Bluegrass, and has attracted clients 
from as far away as Alabama and 
New Mexico.

An American success story? 
Indeed, but one that occurred nearly 
two decades after McInturf and his 
now adult sons endured the unthink-
able: the murder of his first wife.

Logged in

Open house set
McInturf Sawmill & Kiln, 

located at 1136 Ballard 
Road, Lawrenceburg, will 
host its second annual 
open house on Saturday, 
May 12 starting at noon.

Demonstrations will be 
given.

To find out more, visit 
www.kysawmill.com or 
call 859-608-1060.

Sawmill owner crams 
lifetime of learning 

into three years

See SAWMILL, Page A2
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Gary McInturf stands surrounded by lumber 
he crafted from logs, air dried, kiln dried and 
stacked at his shop on Ballard Road.

Hazlett

City sewer 
service for 

Bob-O-Link?
Council considers request to 
switch from septic to sewer

See SEWER, Page A2


