
THURSDAY
January 19,

2012
Vol. 112, Issue 32

Published in
Berea, Kentucky, U.S.A.

Inside
Obituaries ................A2
Police Reports ..........A3
Viewpoints ...............A4
Sports .......................A6
Classifi eds ................A7
Church Listing ..........B4
Calendar ...................B5
Public Record ............... B6
Refl ections .................... B8

Contact Us
Berea Citizen

711 Chestnut Street
Suite 2

Berea, KY 40403

Ph: 859-986-0959
Fax: 859-986-0960

Email: bereacitizen@
windstream.net

Our Staff
Teresa Scenters,

Publisher
Beth Myers, 

Editor
Christie Green

Reporter
Tanya Stewart,  

Cartoonist, Reporter
Keeley Johnson, 

Circulation & Classifi eds
Shane Seals,

Advertising & Design

Jonathan Schinhofen,
Sports

50¢ Newsstand

Pl
ac

e 
ad

dr
es

s 
la

be
l h

er
e

Deadlines
• Noon on Monday 

for news submissions, 
announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon on Tuesday 
for all advertising.

Student of the Month from 
Berea Community, Meghan 

Lovell, is highlighted.

B1

Economic Development 
Small Groups Presenting 
Thursday, 6 p.m. at Berea 

Baptist Church. 

Beth Myers/The Citizen
It was standing room only at the Celebration of Martin Luther King on Monday, when people gathered at First Christian Church for 
a program after marching from the front lawn of Union Church. Di� erent people stood up to share, “why they marched,” sharing 
personal stories as well as values and beliefs. Following the sharing time was a celebration luncheon, a memorial convocation by 
James Rucker and a chapel service with Virgil Burnside speaking.
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By Christie Green
Citizen Reporter

Comments at Berea City Hall 
last Thursday, Jan. 12, were 
largely negative as citizens and 
business owners gathered to 
review the preliminary draw-
ings for the Richmond Road 
(Highway 25 North) widening 
project.  The project will expand 
Highway 25 from two lanes to 

fi ve from Ellipse Street north to 
the intersection with the Berea 
bypass.  

With two lanes moving in 
each direction and a shared 
turning lane, the widened 
road will allow through traf-
fi c to keep moving at all times 
and avoid the backups that fre-
quently form now as cars wait 
to cross traffi c.  The project also 
includes a pedestrian sidewalk 

on the west side and a ten foot 
wide shared-use pathway on 
the east side.  

Despite the improvements 
that the road widening project 
will bring, few participants in 
the public comment session ex-
pressed satisfaction.  Concerns 
centered on the use of all the 
existing state right of way for 
the project.  That right of way 

SEE DISTRICTS, PAGE A2

Why We March -- Honoring MLK

Local Businesses Lose Out 
With Widening of Hwy 25

Madison Now 
Split Into 4 

Districts

SEE HWY 25, PAGE A2

Beth Myers/The Citizen 
Above, Robbie Little, the owner of Berea Drug, points to where Highway 25 would expand to after it is widened to a � ve lane road as 
designed by the Kentucky Department of Transportation. Little would lose two-thirds of his parking lot and a business such as Sipple’s Chiro-
practic and Wellness Center may lose all of its parking.

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

Madison County will soon be divid-
ed into four representative districts, 
a measure that has already passed the 
Kentucky House of Representatives and 
now awaits the signing of the Kentucky 
Senate and Governor Beshear. Repre-
sentative Lonnie Napier, who has rep-
resented Berea and Madison County for 
several years, will no longer be repre-
senting any precincts in the county.

The initial proposal for the redistrict-
ing of Madison County was to divide it 
up into fi ve different districts.

“I got them to change to four because 
I basically aggravated them to death,” 
Representative Rita Smart of Madison 
County said laughing.

Smart, who represents the 81st dis-
trict, will keep approximately the same 
boundaries of her district, thought she 
did lose a few precincts on the outer 
edges. Part of the reason she fought 
against the splitting of Madison into 
fi ve districts was that it would have al-
lowed the county only one majority rep-
resentative – herself. With the four dis-
tricts that have been approved, Smart 
stated, the county will have two repre-
sentatives with a majority of people in 
Madison. The other majority district is 
the 88th that Representative Bill Farmer 
currently serves in Fayette County. Af-
ter the redistricting, there will be fewer 
people from Fayette County than Madi-
son County in the 88th.

Smart is hoping this will encourage 
some people from Madison to run for 
election this next cycle.

“I need some help,” Smart said. 
“We need someone else from Madison 

Once Again, 
Council Debates 
Restaurant Tax

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

At Tuesday’s meeting, newly elected city 
council member Ronnie Terrill tried to get the 
council to take half of the restaurant tax to put 
away in “some special account.”

“I’d like to take half of the restaurant tax and 
put it away for trails, bike trails or anything 
else we want that’s legal,” Terrill said.

He stated that they had tried to do this last 
year, but they were told they needed an ordi-
nance.

“So now let’s do this, and get an ordinance 
and vote on it the next two meetings,” Terrill 
said.

City council member Virgil Burnside stated 
that he felt this would be better discussed in 
a work session, when they were talking about 
amending the budget. Council member Diane 
Kirby agreed, stating that this may be prema-
ture since they were having economic develop-
ment discussions at the current time.

Terrill seemed eager to bring the restaurant 
tax issue to the vote, stating that he had heard 
rumors that the Tourism Commission would 
be purchasing property. When council mem-
bers asked him where he had heard that, he 
stated that it was a rumor and he didn’t want 
to mention names unless they went into execu-
tive session. Executive sessions for city coun-
cils can legally only be conducted for certain 
issues such as pending litigation or purchasing 
of property.

Belle Jackson, the director of tourism, ex-
plained that the tourism commission had been 
looking around at property, but it was just 
conversations the group was having. She re-
minded Terrill that the Tourism Commission 
meetings were public and taped, just like the 
council meetings, so there was no attempt to 

SEE CITY, PAGE A11

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

In response to the request-
ed format by the League of 
Women Voters of Berea and 
Madison County, Mayor 
Steve Connelly has prepared 
fi ve challenges and fi ve op-
portunities for his State of the 
City address Thursday eve-
ning.

Connelly will be giving a 
State of the City address for 

the Berea Chamber of Com-
merce on January 26, but 
that organization has left the 
content up to the mayor. The 
League requested that Con-
nelly speak specifi cally to 
challenges and opportunities.

Since he wishes to end his 
speech on a “positive note,” 
the mayor indicated that he 
would start his address on 
the challenges and end with 
the opportunities.  The fi ve 
challenges he sees ahead for 

Berea include developing 
economic development strat-
egies while the local economy 
is still strong, preparing for 
leadership changes in the 
city workforce, maintaining 
and extending Berea’s infra-
structure, informing Bereans 
of different aspects of Civil 
Rights and fair treatment of 
all, partly through the newly 
formed Human Rights Com-
mission, and fi nally, rebutting 

Mayor Will Outline Challenges, 
Opportunities for Berea

SEE MAYOR, PAGE A11


