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TALL TIMBERMillard Baker of Thornton Creek shows how I

much a Pine tree will .grow in seven years. This is one oi

25, 000 planted by Baker and his son, Sidney, a freshman a
Whitesburg High School, over the past seven years on theli
farm. Both are, members of conservation clubs at Thornton.

Pros and cons of new road
discussed at hearing here

The case for the new road between Hazard and
Whitesburg was stated today, at a public hearing
In the Letcher County courthouse at which county
officials were conspicuous by their absence.

The hearing was held by the Department of
Highways to give residents of LetcherCounty a
chance to give their views on the need for the
road and the economic effect It will have on the '

county. The hearing Is required by federal law on
roads for which federal money Is spent.

Testimony given at the hearing will be sent to
the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads in Washington as
part of the Justification for building the road.

The road in question is a new routing of Ky. 15
which will serve as the eastern end of a freeway
which will connect with the Mountain Parkway at
Campton. Construction is to start in Letcher
County on a 6. ile stretch from Whitesburg
to Isom. The hearing today concerned the pro- -
Eosed routing of the road, which goes from

to Whitco, across Dry Fork and Smoot Creek
to connect with Ky. 15 at the mouth of Trace
Fork about a half mile east of Isom.

Whitesburg city officials and residents of the
Whitesburg area testified the road is badly needed
to improve the economy of Letcher County by
providing a means for tourists to get into the
county and by providing better transportation
and access as an attraction for possible new in-

dustry.
Several residents of the Dry Fork and Whltcc

areas whose property will be taken by the road
asked for re -- location, of the proposed route to
avoid tearing down some houses and barns and
cemeteries. Several others said they hated to
give up their property but could not object to the
road.

i Wendell Dyaes, Plkevllle, district engineer for
the highway department, conducted the hearing.
He had set aside time for county officials to speak
first, When he called for county officials, only
Tax Commissioner Sam C. Webb was present.
Webb said he was for the road. Some spectators
left rhcroom to find other officials and returned
with Sheriff Lewis Hall, Jailer Ben A. Adams and
Circuit Clerk W.L. Stallardjr. Neither County
Judge James M. Caudlll nor any member of the
fiscal court could be found; the judge's office
said he was on his was from Neon, but he did no!
arrive duringthe hour-lon- g hearing. County clerk
Charlie Wright arrived late in the hearing. Most
county officials said they were not aware the
hearing was scheduled (The Mountain Eagle had
carried two public notices and a front-pag- e story
listing the place, time and purpose.) All said
they were for the road except Wright, who said
he was for It If the people were for It.)

When the call for city officials came, only
those from Whitesburg were present- - Mayor
Ferdinand Moore and Councilmen Bill Fields and
Russel Price testified the road was necessary to
the future growth of Letcher County. Moore re-

called county residents had been figntfng hard to
get the road for many years. Price commented that
good roads and good schools mean a "fine com --

unity" and are basic to the attraction of Industry.
Moore said the raod would bring Letcher County
tourism, "whichwe hope will be a principal source
of income."
'Paul Vermillion, chairman of the Whitesburg

Planning and Zoning Commission, said he was
sure that from an economic standpoint the road is
"the greatest thing that could happen."

TomGish, a member of the planning and zoning
Commission, said theToa"d was important because
of its long-ran- ge economic implications. There

is no possibility of new industry, no possibility of
tourism development, without a major improve-
ment in roads to Letcher County, he said. He
added he thought Letcher County had the greatest
opportunity In Eastern Kentucky for development
of a trouist-center- ed industry and the road from
here to Lexington is the "key to the future. "

He also pointed out that studies show that the
success of the proposed Cloud City tourist resort on
Pine Mountain depend on construction of the road.

Fred Coffey, chariman of the Whitesburg
Commission, recalled that citizens

of his native Wayne County thought their county
was ruined when the federal government took land
for development of Lake Comberland. However,
he said, the lake has brought prosperity to Wayne
County, Just as the road should nelp bring pros-
perity to Letcher County. He added that Letcher
County residents are still paying for many main
roads built with 'county money many years ago,
but the new road will be financed by the state and
federal governments and will not come from county
taxes. And, he said, the state and federal govern-
ments never take anyone's property without paying
a fair price for it. He pointed out that those wbo
are not satisfied with the price offered can appeal
to the courts. The road will make property the
owners have left more valuable, he added.

Several property owners objected to the proposed
routing of the road. Fred McCray said the road
would take his son's house also. He said he is too
old to fix up another place and he doesn't approve
of the route through his property.

Luther Bates said the road would take his "home
and all I have" and he hated to sacrifice it "but
if they're going to take it I Just want fair treat-
ment.

Jim Brown of Dry Fork said he was not so much
worried about his property but would like to have
the road to avoid violating a cemetery
where some 25 persons are buried.

J. C. Dayof Whitco said he was in favor of roads
buthehated to give up all he had to get one. "If
it has to be done, 1 guess it will just have to be
done." hesald. Daysaid the road will go through
his garden and take all of his good land, and if
there safillhe willnot be able to get across to his
property.

Jack Frazier said he would like to see the right
ofwayresurveyed because it splits one community
in half. The new road could follow part of the
route of present Kentucky 588 and the cost of con-
struction would be far less than the proposed route,
he said. He pointed out many of the property own-ne- rs

affected are getting old and can't get out and
hunt for new homes or build new ones.

Letcher Short said the road would come through
the center of his house but he was not against it
"as long as a man get's what his property is worth"
because he thinks Letcher County needs the road.

CarlSmallwood, a gasoline dealer, said Eastern
Kentucky has been hampered badly by the lack of
good roads, and a highway from Lexington will
attract Industry because of the resulting reduction
in transportation prices.

Fred Adams of Crown said a 10-fo- ot change
would save his house.

Dr. B. C. . Bach told of the 50-ye- ar need for
such a road.

Thanksgivi ng service set
Whitesburg churches will hold joint Thanksgiv-

ing services at 7:30 p. m. Wednesday at Graham
Memorial Presbyterian Church.

The Rev. Charles Carter, pastor of the First
Baptist Church, will preach.
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This is the tentative routing for the 6. 8 mile of relocation of Ky 15 to be built in Letcher County
between Whitesburg and isom. mere win De two Dnages across tne Kentucky Kivor near wnuco;
they will be 1, 000 feet apart. There will be a fill or a bridge at Dry Fork. The road will be
paved for a width of 24 feet, and the shoulders will be 10 feet. There will be a six-fo- ot ditch.
Highway officials emphasized the routing shown aboye is a tentative, preliminary one.


