
court.”
“Indiana played great,” Cali-

pari said. “We just happened to
play a little bit better. But it was a
war.”

UK prevailed despite getting
just six first-half minutes from
its National Player of the Year,
freshman Anthony Davis, who
got in early foul trouble. He fin-

ATLANTA — The University of
Kentucky basketball team sur-
vived a shootout with Indiana in
the Georgia Dome on Friday
night and avenged its last-second
loss in Bloomington on Dec. 10,
beating the Hoosiers102-90 in the
NCAA Tournament’s Sweet 16.

Done in as much by late
missed free throws as by Chris-
tian Watford’s buzzer-beating 3-
pointer in the first meeting, the
Wildcats (35-2) sank16 straight at
the line in the final five minutes
and 35 of 37 overall this time.
They advance to Sunday’s Elite
Eight matchup with Baylor in the
South Regional final.

“It’s obvious they’re extreme-
ly well-coached,” IU coach Tom
Crean said of close friend John
Calipari’s Wildcats. “He is a great
coach. I said to John, ‘Make sure
you’ve got enough energy to win
this thing.’ That game took a lot
out of everybody.”

As for his own season coming
to an end, Crean said: “There’s al-
ways sadness, tremendous sad-
ness, and it hits you later on. But
there’s a lot more sadness when
you realize that your team or
your players had something left
and didn’t give it all.

“The Indiana men — and quote
me, the Indiana men … they gave
it all. They left it all on that

NO. 1 KENTUCKY 102, NO. 4 INDIANA 90

SPRING FEVERISH

Kentucky guard Doron Lamb, who scored 21 points and hit 8 of 8 free throws, drew a foul from Jordan Hulls
in the first half. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

The Hoosiers were inconsolable at the end, but coach Tom Crean said
they “gave it all. They left it all on that court.”

Wildcats outgun
plucky Hoosiers
in a torrid affair
By Kyle Tucker
ktucker@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Sports scores on your cell
Go to courier-journal.com/mobile
and select your pro or college sport,
league, conference and team.Sports
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SOUTH
Atlanta
(3) Baylor 75
(10) Xavier 70

(1) Kentucky102
(4) Indiana 90

MIDWEST
St. Louis
(1) UNC 73 (OT)
(13) Ohio 65

(2) Kansas 60
(11) N.C. State 57

EAST
Boston
(1) Syracuse 7:05
(2) Ohio St. CBS

WEST
Phoenix
(4) Louisville 4:30
(7) Florida CBS

FRIDAY’S RESULTS

TODAY’S GAMES

FOLLOW THE CATS ONLINE
Follow Rick Bozich and Kyle Tucker
with the Cats in Atlanta. Catch
videos galleries and more at
www.courier-journal.com/uk.

MORE NCAA COVERAGE
» Rick Bozich says the Cats weren't
going to lose to IU again, A1
» Minus its point guard, North
Carolina survives Ohio in OT, C7

See CATS, Page C6

SOUTH REGIONAL FINAL
Who: Kentucky vs. Baylor
When: 2:20 p.m. Sunday
Where: Georgia Dome, Atlanta
TV: CBS-32

MARCH MADNESS
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

PHOENIX — University of
Louisville basketball coach Rick
Pitino has talked up a lesser op-
ponent or built up a player’s
skills so many times as motiva-
tion that when he told his Cardi-
nals they would win the Big East
Conference Tournament and
could win the NCAA champion-
ship, it could have seemed like
just another grand statement.

Only none of his players
snickered at the thought — even
while losing three of four to end

the regular season. They quietly
believed he was right.

Now U of L is on the verge of
making its ninth Final Four ap-
pearance and first since 2005. As
the fourth-seeded Cards (29-9)
prepare to face No. 7 seed Flori-
da (26-10) at 4:30 p.m. today in
the West Regional final, they be-
lieve they are right where they
are supposed to be.

“After the last (regular-sea-
son) game against Syracuse, we
knew nobody would pick us and
nobody really had faith in us to
go this far,” junior guard Peyton
Siva said. “Coach really showed
a lot of character and why he’s
the best coach. He wasn’t really
telling us what we wanted to

Faith and focus have
keyed Cards’ surge
Players bought into
Pitino’s rosy outlook
By C.L. Brown
cbrown@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See CARDS, Page C5

PHOENIX
It’s all about the game on the

court. But when the University
of Louisville basketball team
faces Florida today in US Air-

ways Center for a
chance to reach
the NCAA Final
Four, the most
poignant story
will be on the
sideline.

There can be
no new way of
getting into this
storyline between
U of L coach Rick
Pitino and Florida

coach Billy Donovan.
No way, perhaps, but to think

not only about this relationship,
but about its deep history.

Pitino views Donovan like a
son. Donovan said of Pitino,

“Outside of my parents, he has
been the most influential person
in my life.” In the basement of
Pitino’s home in Louisville,
there’s a picture of his son Rich-
ard, as a child, sitting in the lap
of a young Billy Donovan.

Pitino has launched more
coaching careers than any other
modern coach. But the two in
that picture — Richard, who is
now his associate head coach at
U of L, and Donovan — are his
direct coaching heirs.

Beyond that, and at the heart
of things, is this question: Would
either be in this position today
without the other? You be the
judge.

Donovan, an overweight
benchwarmer at Providence
who was ready to quit the team

The tale of Billy the Kid
and Ricky the old man

See CRAWFORD, Page C5

Eric
Crawford

U of L coach Rick Pitino said he
got more emotional when Billy
Donovan won his first
championship than when Pitino
won his own. SAM UPSHAW JR./THE C-J

FOLLOW THE CARDS
Get previews, videos, blogs from
the Cards' run in the NCAA
Tournament at
www.courier-journal.com/uofl.

NO. 4 LOUISVILLE VS. NO. 7 FLORIDA
When: 4:30 p.m. today | Where: US Airways Center, Phoenix | TV: CBS-32

WEST REGIONAL FINAL

SOUTH REGIONAL SEMIFINAL
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