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comfortable seating for fi ve or six, they 
are easier to park than a truck, and most 
of them use less gas than a truck.

But still, without a truck, how will I 
teach my new puppy to swim down at 
the river? I suppose I could drive him 
down there in a car, but can you imagine 
what a muddy golden retriever would do 
to the inside of a nice little sedan?

I could buy my dog a swimming pool 
and solve that problem, but I still have 
plenty of reasons to need a truck.

How could I get my lawn tractor to 
the shop without my pickup? The mower 
needs lots of attention and it won’t fi t in 
the trunk of a car. I could let the lawn go, 
but I’m afraid my cat, Tiger, might get 
lost in all that tall grass.

I could move the cat inside for the 
summer and get rid of the truck, but 
where would I run for cover when I’m 

I pulled my pickup into the post of-
fi ce parking lot Monday morning just 
as one of the county’s most respected 
gentlemen walked up to get his mail.

After exchanging pleasantries, the 
man let me have a verbal jab. “Why 
don’t you trade off that truck?” he 
asked. “It’s getting old and you’d be 
better off in a car anyway.”

I know my truck is starting to show  
its age but should I trade it in for a car? 
Autos do have advantages. They have 

out taking pictures and it starts to rain? 
With a top attached over the bed of 

my truck, I have enough room to set up 
a complete photography studio with a 
tripod and telephoto lens. Even if a mon-
soon hits,  I can still take pictures and 
stay dry as toast. Besides that, if noth-
ing is going on, I can always unroll my 
sleeping bag and stretch out in back of a  
truck for a nice little nap.

Without a truck, I would also have 
a tough time painting my house next 
spring. That’s because if I put my ladder 
in the back of the truck, I can reach the 
highest point of my house with a paint-
brush. If I put the ladder on top of a car 
I would probably break my neck when it 
slipped off.

How in the world would I ever get 
out to visit my friend, The Owen County 
Farmer, and his fi ve Asian serving girls 
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without a truck?
They live on a ridge-top farm over-

looking Eagle Creek. To get there, I 
have to ford two big streams, climb 
straight up a rocky hill and follow a 
rutted-out wagon trail for a half-mile. 
It’s not a bad trip for a truck, but that 
driveway is way too much for a car. 

Without a truck, I couldn’t haul 
mulch for my shrubs, pull-start my 
tractor when the battery goes dead, 
bring home a new maple tree for my 
front yard or have a way to get our old 
newspapers to the recycler.

After weighing all the alternatives, I 
was fi nally ready to answer the gentle-
men’s question. I told him he had better 
get used to seeing me pull into the post 
offi ce every morning in my pickup, be-
cause it will be a long, long time before 
I drive anything else.

I’m sticking with my pickup

A special invitation from the library - Page 8

The Gallatin County 
News welcomes your let-
ters about candidates and 
issues in the upcoming 
primary elections that will 
be held Tuesday, May 22.

Letters will appear in 

a special Election Issue 
published on Wednesday, 
May 16.

We must receive letters 
by Friday, May 11. Letters 
may be edited for content 
and length.

The News welcomes
your Election Letters

When guests at the 
Speedway Inn outside of 
Sparta started complain-
ing about strange smells 
last Friday morning, May 
4, the motel’s bookkeep-
er, Peggy Hawkins, fi rst 
thought the Ferrellgas 
plant, which is located 
close to the motel, was re-
sponsible.

“Daniel Vogler (owner 
of the neighboring Racers 
strip club) and I started 
looking around and re-
alized the smell wasn’t 
coming from the gas com-
pany but from one of our 
rooms,” said Hawkins. 
“That’s when we called 
the police.”

When Sheriff’s Cap-
tain John Fuellhart, Dep-
uty Sheriff Ryan Morris 
and State Trooper Justin 
Sams arrived at the motel 
about 9 a.m., they quickly 
discovered the origin of 
the odors. Four people 
were cooking or manufac-
turing methamphetamine 

in one of the rooms.
They arrested Andrew

Jones, 22, of Carrollton, 
who had rented the room
for several months, Sara
Smith, 21, of Winchester,
Tyler Wilson, 21, of Spar-
ta, and Calista Robertson,
22, of Worthville. All
were charged with manu-
facturing methamphet-
amine, possession of drug
paraphernalia, possession 
of a defaced fi rearm, and 
wanton endangerment.

All pleaded not guilty
in District Court Tuesday
morning and are jailed
on a $20,000 cash bond.
They will return to court 
May 15.

Inside the room, of-
fi cers found two bottles
used to make the drug
and several of its ingre-
dients including gallons
of fuel, drain cleaner, lye 
and cold medicines. They 
also found the drug it-
self, what appeared to be

Gallatin Steel, this 
county’s largest employ-
er, has won the Cincinnati 
Business Courier’s award 
for Healthiest Employer 
of Greater Cincinnati for 
companies with 200-999 
workers.

The company, which 
opened here in 1995, was 
chosen for demonstrating 
a strong commitment to 
health and wellness and 
for encouraging employ-
ees to make healthy life-
style choices.

“Gallatin Steel is ac-
customed to being recog-
nized for our efforts in fi t-
ness and wellness, but this 
recognition is special,” 

said Cathy Hanley, the 
company general man-
ager of human resources. 
“We strive every day to 
help our associates make 
healthy choices, and to 
be named healthiest em-
ployer among companies 
our size is truly a point of 
pride for our workforce.”

The Business Courier 
story about the award 
says, “There’s no excuse 
for not being healthy at 
Gallatin Steel.” And it 
points out the company 
gives each employee and 
family member a $1,000 
healthy lifestyle benefi t 
each year. This can be 
used for many kinds of 

health-related expenses 
including tobacco cessa-
tion programs, dietitian 
services, gym member-
ships, weight-loss pro-
grams and stress manage-
ment.

Gallatin Steel has an 
on-site fi tness center and 
three-mile walking trail. 
Employees can earn in-
centive awards for exer-
cising at the worksite and 
at home. A physician is 
available to give physi-
cals and address personal 
medical concerns on a 
weekly basis. A “wellness 
coach” is also on site 20 
hours each week to work 
with associates on im-

proving health and fi tness.
Last December, the 

Three Rivers District 
Health Department pre-
sented Gallatin Steel with 
its Community Spirit in 
Public Health Award for 
the company’s support 
and leadership with com-
munity partners.

Three Rivers cited 
Gallatin Steel’s smoke-
free initiative in 2008 and 
its sharing related infor-
mation with area busi-
nesses.

Gallatin Steel, located 
on U.S. 42 in Ghent, is 
a fl at-rolled carbon steel 
producer and employs 
450 associates.

Joshua Hammond, son 
of Owen County Sher-
iff Zemer Hammond, 
and David Bruce, son 
of Owen County Jailer 
Cindy Walker have been 
arrested for murder. They 
and another man, James 
Simons, are accused 
of robbing and killing 
Charles Monroe in a drug 
deal that went bad and 
dumping his body along 
I-64 in Franklin County.

The three appeared in 
Franklin County Circuit 
Court Monday.

“I know my brother has 
done wrong,” said Mon-
roe’s sister, Tammy Cook, 

after Monday’s hearing. 
“I know he was into drugs 
but he didn’t deserve to be 
murdered and thrown to 
the side of the road.”

Cook said a family 
friend called 911 late Sat-
urday night after seeing 
men dumping what ap-
peared to be a body along 
I-64 in Franklin County. 
Monroe’s body wasn’t 
found until the next day.

“He might have still 
been alive there on the 
side of the road and could 
have been saved if some-
one would have acted 
sooner,” said Cook.

Within hours of a pass-

erby fi nding Monroe’s 
body on Sunday, Franklin 
County deputy sheriffs 
were on their way to make 
the arrests. Hammond 

was arrested in Franklin 
County, Bruce was ar-
rested in Owen County 
and Simons was arrested 
in Grant County.

Sons of Owen’s sheriff and jailer
face murder charges in Frankfort

Gallatin County Judge/
executive Ken McFarland 
has endorsed Republican 
Boone County Judge/ex-
ecutive Gary Moore in the 
race for U. S. Congress in 
the Fourth District, which 
includes Gallatin County. 
Geoff Davis, also a Re-
publican, currently holds 
the seat but he’s not run-
ning for reelection.

“I like his years of 
experience governing 
in Boone County’s fast 
paced-economy,” said 
McFarland. “He’ll do 
great representing us in 
Washington.”

Other Republicans 
hoping to succeed Davis 
are: Lewis County Judge/

executive Thomas Mass-
ie; Oldham County math 
teacher Brian Oerther; 
State Representative Ale-
cia Webb-Edgington of 
Fort Wright; Fort Mitch-
ell consultant Tom Wurtz; 
Sparta attorney Marc Car-
ey and Crestwood con-
tractor Walter Christian 
Schumm.

Greg Frank of Corinth 
and Grant County Demo-
cratic Chairman Bill Ad-
kins are the Democrats in 
the race.

The Fourth District 
runs along the Ohio Riv-
er from West Virginia to 
Louisville.

Also on the ballot in 

McFarland endorses
Boone’s Gary Moore

Gallatin Steel factory chosen as
healthiest employer in the region

Four arrested
for making
meth at motel
Meth lab, gun found at
Speedway Inn in Sparta

Making the arrests
Above, Sheriff’s Captain John Fuellhart,

State Trooper Justin Sams and Deputy Sheriff
Ryan Morris (left to right) search the room at
the Speedway Inn where the methamphetamine
lab was found. Below, Fuellhart interviews An-
drew Jones before taking him to jail. Photos by
Kelley Warnick

The Queen has returned
The American Queen returned to our part of the Ohio River for the fi rst time in four years last 

week. Here, the world’s largest paddlewheel-powered steamboat cruises past Warsaw last Thurs-
day on her way to pick up Kentucky Derby fans in Cincinnati. Photo by Kelley Warnick


