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If all goes according to 
plan, the Franklin County 
Board of Education could 
name a new superintendent 
by mid-May.

Board members dis-
cussed the timeline for their 
search and other details 
Monday at a meeting with 
Mike Oder, a consultant for 
the Kentucky School Boards 
Association who is guiding 
them through the process.

Oder said his organiza-
tion would advertise the va-
cancy this week, in hopes of 
having a slate of candidates 
ready for review by April. 
He says he’s already fi elded 
phone calls from people in-
terested in the position.

Franklin County is one 
of about a dozen Kentucky 
school districts seeking a 
new leader this spring.

A draft version of the ad 
presented Monday says the 
board is looking for some-
one who can “create a cli-

mate of high expectations, 
accountability and a learn-
ing environment in which 
all students can succeed.”

The ad stresses commu-
nity involvement, experi-
ence building budgets, in-
terpersonal skills and pre-
vious administrative expe-
rience. It doesn’t list a spe-
cifi c salary range.

Board members are also 
looking for someone who 
is already familiar with 
Kentucky’s education sys-
tem, which is undergoing 

a multi-year overhaul of its 
learning standards and test-
ing system.

A screening committee 
– made up of a school board 
member, a principal, two 
teachers, a staff member 
and a parent – will recom-
mend a handful of appli-
cants to the Board of Educa-
tion for the fi nal decision. 

Interviews could take 
place during the first two 
weeks of May, but the board 
isn’t bound to the timeline 
presented Monday.

Chairwoman Michelle 
New told The State Journal 
that the board could make 
the fi nalists public; the top 
three were introduced to 
the community during the 
last superintendent search 
in 2007.

Franklin County Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent 
Harrie Buecker announced 
Jan. 2 that she plans to re-
sign when her contract ex-
pires June 30.

New superintendent might be hired by May
FRANKLIN COUNTY SCHOOLS
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With a growing number of felony, and now 
federal, cases against alleged prescription 
drug rings here, Franklin County offi cials say 
pending legislation on the state’s monitoring 
system would help investigators better track 
so-called doctor shoppers and prescription-
happy medical professionals.

Gov. Steve Beshear along with Attorney 
General Jack Conway, House Speaker Greg 
Stumbo, Sen. Robert Stivers, R-Manches-
ter, and Sen. Jimmy Higdon, R-Lebanon, an-
nounced their backing at the press confer-
ence of legislation to curb prescription drug 
abuse.

 Among other items, the legislation would 
make participation in the Kentucky All 
Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting 
system – KASPER – mandatory among pre-
scribers. It would give the attorney gener-
al jurisdiction over KASPER and place pain 
management clinics under the state Medical 
Licensure Board’s oversight.

Offi cials singled out two bills – House Bill 
4, sponsored by Stumbo, and Senate Bill 42, 
sponsored by Higdon – as key to battling pre-
scription drug addiction in a state where 
more people, on average, abuse painkillers. 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Larry Cleve-
land says he’s requested KASPER reports in 
cases where people were suspected of doc-
tor shopping – getting multiple prescriptions 
from different doctors – and believes man-
datory KASPER participation for prescribers 
will improve self-policing among doctors. 

Currently, less than a third of prescribers 
use the monitoring system.

“With a KASPER report, you can track 
these pills very well,” Cleveland said. “They’re 
especially useful in these doctor-shopping 
cases. You can see that these people are go-
ing from one doctor to another, getting pre-
scriptions, what days they’re getting them, 
how many pills they’re getting and where 
they’re getting their prescriptions fi lled.

“... It’ll be even more useful on closing 
down these pain clinics and doctors that are 
just prescribing these pills like candy.”

Sheriff Pat Melton called the proposed 
changes to KASPER “huge.” His offi ce has 
pulled reports on suspects in some prescrip-
tion drug cases, and mandatory participa-
tion would give investigators a complete pre-
scription drug history rather than a “window 
shot,” he said.

“Getting half of it versus getting all of it 
makes a big difference,” Melton said.

Strengthening KASPER could allow doc-
tors to identify those with legitimate pain 
concerns and those who are merely doctor 

Several 
pledge 
backing 
of pill 
tracking
2 key bills target 
prescription problem

See PILL LEGISLATION, A8
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S
hock and awe.

That was the 
reaction in the 
Capitol Rotun-

da when Kroger execu-
tive Tim McGurk and 
Domestic Violence As-
sociation President Ann 
Perkins unveiled Mon-
day how much Shop and 
Share Day raised to help 
the state’s women’s shel-
ters. 

This year’s total of 
$782,296 exceeded the 
goal of $500,000 by more 
than $250,000 – and to-
taled more than what the 
drive raised in the past 
four years.

First lady Jane Bes-
hear, who led the effort 
to collect food, supplies 
and money for 13 shelters 
of the DVA in Kentucky, 
thanked Kentuckians for 
their generosity.

“Our citizens opened 
their hearts and wal-
lets for the thousands of 
women and their chil-
dren who have had to 
leave everything for help 
and security,” Beshear 
said.

Perkins praised Bes-
hear, saying that many 
first ladies helped with 
enabling legislation for 
the state’s shelters, but 
Beshear is the first to 
raise money.

“Beshear stepped up 
to help us raise money 
and donations to offset 
our funds that have been 

lost in this budget crisis,” 
Perkins said.

“Who knew this fi rst 
lady was such a fund-
raiser?”

“The generosity of 
Kentuckians made a dif-
ference, and we saw little 
girls this weekend make 
a huge difference,” Bes-
hear said of the Girl Scout 
troops who joined this 
year’s campaign.

Girl Scout troops for 
the fi rst time joined the 
fi rst lady to help collect at 
Kroger stores statewide 
and 13 Food City stores in 
eastern Kentucky.  Many 

came to celebrate with 
the fi rst lady.

“The girls worked hard 
at our Food City from 8 
a.m. until 6 p.m.,” said 
Carla Robinson of Loui-
sa, a parent of two troop 
members.

“My two daughters did 
not want to leave when 
their shift was up and re-
mained a while longer to 
help.”

Mar y Beth Zein-
ert, leader of Frankfort 
Scout Troop 377, a newly 
formed unit at Westridge 
Elementary, said that 
members of her troop 

were excited to be part of 
the fi rst lady’s program 
and collected fi ve carts 
of items in two hours at 
Kroger West.

“They worked hard 
Saturday because they 
knew this was impor-
tant,” Zeinert said.

Beshear told the au-
dience that more people 
are requesting help to-
day.

“We know violence 
in families goes up as 
people struggle in a bad 
economy.”

For the past fi ve years, 
Beshear was joined by 

members of the Woman’s 
Clubs of Kentucky who 
collected items and to-
taled the donations.

“We know it is the 
strong, busy women who 
work in communities and 
get things done,” Beshear 
said.

Bernice Mills, Linda 
Sherrow, Jackie Shroat, 
Billie Lee and Barba-
ra Pennington and five 
members of the Frank-
fort Woman’s Club were 
busy at Kroger East Sat-
urday afternoon, pack-
ing the donations into 
boxes that were deliv-
ered to Frankfort’s four 
shelters: Franklin Coun-
ty Women’s Shelter, Si-
mon House, Safe House 
and the Volunteers of 
America shelter for wom-
en aged 16 to 21 who have 
babies.

“What many people 
may not think about is 
that men are often the 
victims of abuse as well,” 
Mills said. She said one 
man handed her $20.

In addition to the 
scouts and woman’s 
club members, Beshear 
thanked legislators who 
joined the effort.

“Rep. Regina Bunch 
got the attention of law-
makers when she intro-
duced Resolution 111 in 
the House recognizing 
Saturday as Shop and 
Share Day.”

She said Rep. Sal San-
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Girl Scout Troop 793 member Anasia Webb-Dorsey, 10, adds a donated package of paper towels to the pile of goods being collected for domestic 
violence shelters during the Bluegrass Domestic Violence Program Shop and Share Day at Kroger East Saturday. 

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM          

Barbara Pennington and Billie Lee, both volunteers from the Frankfort Woman’s Club, 
work to pack the donated goods into boxes during the Bluegrass Domestic Violence 
Program Shop and Share Day at Kroger East.

DONATIONS PILED UP
Event for women’s shelters exceeds goal by $250,000

See DONATIONS, A7


