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Tonight: Showers likely 
after 4 a.m., low 41

WEATHER     A8

Federal charges 
against alleged 
ring leader, aide

Bourbon industry booming, study reveals 
Economic impact of growing distilleries in state is in the hundreds of millions
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Who has a better chance of 
defeating President Obama, 
Newt Gingrich or Mitt Romney?
Gingrich, 34%   Romney, 65%
Total votes: 181
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Gingrich ® Romney®

WEEKLY POLL
Newt or Mitt?

‘Untouchables’ ring rounded up
Alleged dealers brought in 36,000 pills from Florida, Sheriff Melton says
BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Sheriff’s deputies have 
rounded up 22 of the 28 sus-
pects indicted Wednesday 
for engaging in organized 
crime – becoming the sec-
ond alleged drug ring with 
connections to the Flori-

da-to-Franklin County pill 
pipeline. 

Over 12 months this ring 
imported about 36,000 pills 

– with a total street value of 
more than $900,000 – into 
Franklin County, Sheriff Pat 
Melton said during a press 
conference Thursday.

“It’s very, very signifi-
cant,” Melton said. “It’s a 
large-scale operation, folks. 
Anytime you’ve got approxi-

mately 3,000 pills per month 
coming into your communi-
ty, that’s a lot.”

The six-month investi-
gation, dubbed “Operation 
Untouchables,” uncovered 
the second prescription pill 
“corporation” run by a “CEO” 
and “chief fi nancial offi cer,” 

who planned, directed and 
funded trips to Florida pain 
clinics to get pills to sell in 
Franklin County.

Within four months, 52 
area suspects have been in-
dicted for engaging in orga-
nized crime with connec-
tions to the pill pipeline. 

“Going to a doctor is not 
illegal – go see a doctor, 
there’s nothing wrong with 
that,” Melton said. 

“Go get your prescriptions 
fi lled – that’s not illegal, and 
you can pay cash for those, 

See ROUNDUP, A7

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Franklin County senior Devin Linney lights up a Rubens’ Tube that he and three other co-op students made in the welding shop at 
the Franklin County Career and Technical Center.

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Despite an economic re-
cession that’s hampered 
growth in other areas, Ken-
tucky’s bourbon distilleries 
have expanded at a pace not 
seen since Prohibition, Gov. 
Steve Beshear says.

Beshear unveiled an eco-
nomic impact study, com-
missioned by the Kentucky 
Distillers’ Association, that 

shows the state’s bourbon 
industry created 4 percent 
new job growth in the last 
decade, contributed near-
ly $2 billion in gross state 
product each year and add-
ed $338 million in new tax 
revenue since 2008.

“The Kentucky distilling 
industry now directly em-
ploys more than 3,100 peo-
ple with an annual payroll 
of about $246 million,” Bes-
hear said Thursday. 

“Additionally, the indus-
try creates more than 6,000 
spin-off jobs at places that 
supply corn, wooden bar-
rels and pallets, or that bot-
tle and transport the fi nal 
product.” 

Those peripheral jobs 
produce about $167 million 
in payroll annually, he said.

The study was conducted 
by University of Louisville  
economist Paul Coomes and 
found the industry exported 

about 28.7 million gallons of 
bourbon to 126 countries in 
2010, up from some 25 mil-
lion gallons in 2008. Ken-
tucky produces 95 percent 
of the world’s bourbon.

Kentucky’s bourbon in-
dustry, which includes Jim 
Beam and Buffalo Trace dis-
tilleries locally, accounts for 
43 percent of distilling jobs 
in the U.S. and 48 percent of 
the industry’s payroll, Bes-
hear said.

Distilleries have invested 
about $170 million in cur-
rent or recently complet-
ed expansion projects, the 
study found. What’s more, 
the Kentucky Bourbon 
Trail has drawn more than 
25,000 tourists who’ve com-
pleted the tour, generat-
ing $18.4 million in the past 
four years, according to the 
study.

See BOOM, A8

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Welding students at the 
Franklin County Career and 
Technical Center were look-
ing for a way to fuse their 
knowledge of melting metal 
with concepts often reserved 

for a science class.
So they set out to build 

a Rubens’ Tube – a device 
that makes propane-fu-
eled fl ames dance to songs 
streaming from their teach-
er’s iPod.

The science experiment 
shows students that waves 

create sound, said their 
teacher, Randy Shewmaker.

“You can actually see the 
sound wave fl owing through 
it,” he said, pointing to the 
metal plumbing pipes as 
the fl ames bounced up and 
down with a Dave Matthews 
Band song.

“You would think a sound 
is just a sound, but it’s actu-
ally traveling through it.”

Four seniors studying 
welding – Austin Roberts, 
Devin Linney, Alex LeMay 
and Brandon West – started 

Welding students teach fire to dance
Rubens’ Tube makes propane-fueled flames move to songs from an iPod

See FLAMES, A8

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI 
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Two suspects involved 
with a Franklin County 
pill ring discovered in Oc-
tober were indicted in U.S. 
District Court Thursday 
for conspiring to sell a con-
trolled substance.

The indictment includ-
ed the alleged “CEO” of the 
operation, Neil Clark, 36, 
of 1112 Maverick Trail, and 
one of his aides, Henry Earl 
Penn, 47, of Frankfort.

According to the indict-
ment, Clark and Penn “con-
spired together and with 
others to knowingly and 
intentionally distribute a 
quantity of pills containing 
oxycodone.”

Clark allegedly planned 
and organized for 23 other 
suspects to travel to Flor-
ida to obtain prescription 
painkillers to sell in Frank-
lin County. Penn acted as 
mid-level management on 
the trips to ensure the pills 
were obtained, officials 
say.

Clark was also charged 
“with intent to distribute a 
quantity of pills containing 
oxycodone.”

The federal charges car-
ry up to 20 years impris-
onment, up to $1 million 
in fi nes and at least three 

years of supervised release, 
according to the indict-
ment.

The indictment also 
states Clark used $39,125 
“to commit and to facilitate 
the commission of the said 
controlled substance vio-
lations.” The money also 
included proceeds he ob-
tained as a result of the vio-
lations.

If convicted, Clark will 
be asked to forfeit the cash.

Clark and Penn were in-
dicted by Franklin County 
grand jury in October, along 
with 22 other suspects, 
for engaging in organized 
crime in a criminal syndi-
cate. Penn was also indict-
ed Wednesday on  separate 
organized crime charges.

The suspects imported 
thousands of pills – most-
ly “Perk 30s” or 30-milli-
gram Percocet pills – earn-
ing the “corporation” about 
$30,000-$40,000 per month, 
offi cials say. 

Once back in Franklin 
County the pills were given 
to Clark to sell in the area. 
The suspects who made the 
trip were repaid in cash or 
more prescription pills to 
ingest or sell.

State Journal Staff Writer Katheran 
Wasson contributed to this story.
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| WHO IS IT?
• For a full list of suspects 
in organized ring, see A7.

‘CEO’ could get up to 20 years 
imprisonment, $1M in fines
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AccuTAX www.ACCUTAXX.com 502-226-2228
Locally owned & operated - 19 years — J. Scott Kline, Owner

4 Hudson Hollow Rd., Frankfort, KY (behind Captain D’s West)


