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UNION INTO FINALS, ENDS GEORGETOWN’S SEASON
 SPORTS      B1

After delay, tech center bidding process is on again
Board of Education rejected all 7 bids in September after lowest came in at nearly $1.8 million over budget

City may fill 
in unused 
eastside pool
Commissioners don’t want 
anyone to fall in, get hurt
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WEEKLY POLL: Violence in dating
Should domestic-violence protections be extended to dating cou-
ples?   Yes, 71%  No, 28% Total votes: 92

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>SPORTS, B1
nUK women rally past Green Bay
nOKC steamrolls into NAIA title game

>>LOCAL, A5
Medal of Honor winner helps Kentucky tornado victims.
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By KaThEran WaSSon
kwasson@state-journal.com

Plans to expand the 
Franklin County Career and 
Technical Center are about 
to move forward again – 
school district officials are 
reopening the bidding pro-
cess after it proved too costly 
the first time around.

The school district will 

open for construction bids 
April 19 for a scaled-down, 
one-story addition to the 
building, estimated to cost 
$9.5 million. 

The proposed L-shaped 
building will connect the 
existing CTC to Franklin 
County High School, and it’s 
expected to save the district 
about $1.6 million over the 
original, two-story plan.

The Board of Education 
rejected all seven construc-
tion bids for that project in 
September, after the lowest 
came in at nearly $1.8 mil-
lion over budget. 

The redesign will delay 
the project nearly a year.

Construction could begin 
in June 2012, and students 
could move into the building 
by August 2013, according 

architects’ documents pro-
vided Monday. Contractors 
will continue minor tasks 
until October.

Architects previously told 
school board members that 
construction could be com-
plete by December 2012.

Renovations and addi-
tions will more than double 
the center’s size from 24,668 
square feet to 57,126 square 

feet
The automotive technolo-

gy, carpentry, mechatronics 
and welding programs will 
stay in the current building, 
along with three additional 
classrooms.

The addition will include 
office space, a computer lab 
and rooms to study pre-en-
gineering, digital electron-
ics, engineering technolo-

gy, information technology, 
and biomedical and health 
fields. 

CTC was built in 1968. 
The center teaches skills 
like automotive repair, car-
pentry, health sciences and 
welding to local high school-
ers. Its renovation is listed as 
the first priority on Franklin 
County’s facility plan.

By KaylEigh zySKoWSKi
kzyskowski@state-journal.com

The city may fill in the 
unused East Frankfort Pool 
after a representative from 
Chenault & Hoge says the 
city would be liable if some-
one was injured on the un-
used property.

In the past, the Kentucky 
League of Cities has assessed 
different areas of Frankfort 
and termed the pool an “at-
tractive nuisance” where a 
child or adult could wander 
into the area and become in-
jured, says Parks and Recre-
ation Director Jim Parrish.

During Monday’s City 
Commission work session, 
Granville Coblin, the city’s 
insurance representative, 
said while the pool has been 
closed for about four years, 
if someone was hurt it could 
be the city’s problem. Coblin 

suggested filling in the pool 
to eliminate the prospect.

“The most prominent op-
tion is to actually break up 
the pool, make sure all the 
chemicals are absent and ac-
tually fill it so there is no op-
portunity for someone to fall 
in,” Coblin said.

Coblin said the possible 
liability of the pool does not 
affect the city’s current in-
surance rates, but if some-
thing were to happen that 
would change.

Columbia Gas plans to 
start a pipeline along Myr-
tle Avenue and the city be-
lieves this is an opportunity 
for free “fill” – or using excess 
concrete to fill the hole, Pub-
lic Works Director Jeff Hack-
bart says. 

Hackbart says Columbia 
Gas plans to redo one of the 

state journal staff report

The city today finalized 
the sale of the St. Clair park-
ing garage after officials ap-
proved a bid of $51,500, the 
highest submitted. 

The city met last week 
with Mike Templeman, one 
of the two bidders for the ga-
rage, and decided his pro-
posal met the requirements 
for the garage outlined by 
the city.

Templeman will sign the 
sale agreement today saying 
he will pay 5 percent down 
on the property.

The retired coal execu-
tive owns several proper-
ties in Frankfort and said the 
garage is something he can 
use. 

Templeman said neces-
sary rehabilitations to the 
garage will be costly.

“It’s going to cost a lot of 
money to get it to reopen as 
a garage,” he told The State 
Journal after the bids were 
opened last week.

The City Commission 
voted unanimously Feb. 27 
to sell the parking garage af-
ter the city realized “there’s 
no way the city is ever go-
ing to make money,” from it, 
Commissioner Sellus Wilder 
said.  

The parking garage was 
closed in 2007 after it was 
deemed unsafe and has since 
heavily deteriorated because 
of mold and leaks.

Dunn & Son, owned by 
Frankfort’s Joe Dunn, also 
bid $25,500, just above the 
city’s required minimum of 
$25,000. 

Sold! Property owner 
thinks he can revamp 
St. Clair parking garage
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William e. “Big Bill” johnson sits at his desk in the johnson, True & guarnieri law offices on the corner of Washington Street 
and main Street in downtown Frankfort. johnson is one of Kentucky’s leading trial attorneys and turns 80 today.

80 BIG YEARS

Attorney has experienced several milestones, 
including going 11 years without losing a case
By Kay harrod
kharrod@state-journal.com

W
illiam Ever-
ett Johnson, 
hailed as one 
of the nation’s 

best trial lawyers, reached 
a birthday milestone today. 
He’s 80.

But at Falmouth High 
School he was a pitcher and 
dreamed of being a base-
ball player – until he read 
three books.

Johnson was living in 
Pendleton County when 
he read “The Great Mouth-
piece” by William Fallon, 
a New York trial lawyer; 
“A Connecticut Yankee in 
King Arthur’s Court” by 
Mark Twain and the Earl 
Stanley Gardner series that 
created the legendary Per-
ry Mason.

 “I was working in to-
bacco and hay fields, and I 
knew there had to be some-
thing to take me from that 

work, those books con-
vinced me I wanted to be a 
lawyer,” Johnson said.

He headed to what was 
then Eastern Kentucky 
State College for legal stud-
ies for two years until he 
was called to the military. 
With an ROTC commission 
as 2nd lieutenant, he served 
two years in the Army, trav-
eling to posts in Fort Ben-
ning, Ga., and Fort Rucker, 
Ala. 

Johnson says his two-
year stint at regimental 
headquarters as an assis-
tant adjutant general solid-
ified his plans.

“There was no more field 
work.” 

But he may be one of the 
few practicing attorneys 
who never graduated from 
college.

“I went back to Eastern, 
but I heard veterans could 
enter law school at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky without 

completing an undergrad-
uate degree. By then I had 
responsibilities – a wife and 
a baby and I knew I had to 
get on with my career.”

Jacqueline Ritter from 
Richmond met Bill John-
son in the grill on Eastern’s 
campus. She was studying 
to be a teacher. The couple 
has two children, Jeff and 
Jennifer, and three grand-
children.

Asked him  
to dance

“I believe I asked him to 
dance, after all he was ter-
ribly good looking – tall, 
thin, blond hair and blue 
eyes,” Jackie Johnson said.

According to Jackie, their 
first official date was to a 
Valentine’s dance shortly 
thereafter. They were mar-
ried in 1954 and will cel-
ebrate 55 years together, 
Dec. 23. 

It was while the couple 

was at UK that the John-
sons met another couple 
who remain friends.

Bowling Green attorney 
Charles English, who now 
practices at English, Lucas, 
Priest and Owsley, says the 
two couples were living in 
married housing in Coo-
perstown on the UK cam-
pus.

“It was brand new then, 
and Bill and I walked to law 
school almost every day to-
gether,” English said.

“Bill had an overwhelm-
ing intellect coupled with a 
lot of common sense.”

According to English, 
over the years the two have 
tried cases together, and 
Johnson’s legal mind has 
earned him the prestigious 
position as a Fellow of the 
American College of Trial 
Lawyers.

“That’s Fellow with a 
capital F,” says Louisville 
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