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Marquis Teague isn’t get-
ting caught up in the hype
surrounding the Final Four.

“We’re not trying to focus
on any of that,” he said. “We
want to take every game one
at a time and work on the
task at hand.”

Teague is a big reason the
Wildcats (36-2) are making a
return trip to the national
semifinals. Kentucky, the
overall top seed, will take on
Louisville Saturday at the
Superdome in New Orleans.
Teague has transformed
from a scorer to a passer,
giving Kentucky coach John
Calipari a chance to utilize
his weapons in the post and
on the perimeter.

“For my team to win,
(scoring is) not what I need
to do, so I needed to make
the adjustment and get
other people involved, be a
true point guard on the floor
to give my team a better
chance to win,” Teague said.
“Coach (John Calipari) told
me what I needed to do and
what I needed to do, so I was
OK with it.”

Teague said his biggest
improvement during the
season has been his “deci-
sion-making “ skills.

“(I’ve learned) when to
score the ball or when to
make a pass to one of my
teammates,” he said. “My
pace (is better) and (I’ve)
gotten better with the speed
of the game — knowing
when to push the ball or
even when to slow it down. I
feel like I’m maturing as a
point guard.”

Teague’s focus to becom-
ing a better point guard
“clicked” following Ken-
tucky’s 73-72 loss at Indiana
on Dec. 10 in Bloomington.

“I felt like I started getting
better and I’ve just been try-
ing to progress every game,”
he said.

Teague’s progression has
allowed Calipari to give
Teague more freedom on
the court.

“He’s been more confi-
dent in me every game,” he
said. “He tells me to play ag-
gressive and try to make
plays toward the rim, be-
cause he knows I can finish
really well and make plays
for my teammates. He basi-
cally told me to make the de-
cisions that I feel is best (for
the team).”

He also has learned how
to follow the flow of the
game depending on the op-
ponent.

“For a game to be in the
50s it’s a slow-down game
for us,” Teague said. “More
than likely it’s a tough, close
game. When we’re up in the
100s, that means we’re
pushing the ball in transi-
tion, trying to get easy buck-
ets and just playing really
aggressive and really fast.”

Teague struggled in the
first two games of the
Southeastern Conference
Tournament, but re-
bounded in the finals
against Vanderbilt and has
been more consistent dur-
ing the team’s march to-
ward the Final Four. He
added that he has learned
to “take the criticism, be-
cause most things start with
me.”

“at’s fine,” he said. “I
just try not to pay attention
to it. As long as my team was
able to get the win, I’m fine.
(Coach John Calipari) told
me to just keep taking the
shot, because the confi-
dence would come and I
was able to do that against
Florida the next game. I was
able to do that.

During the South Re-
gional semifinals, Kentucky
avenged an earlier-season
loss to Indiana and reached
the century mark for only

the second time this season.
“at was one of the bet-

ter games we’ve played this
year,” he said. “We scored
over 100 points and that was
a great accomplishment. I
felt like we played great
game. Indiana competed at
a high level and they made
tough shots. ey made big
plays and played how they
were supposed to play. ey
are one of the best teams in
the country.”

As the team’s floor gen-
eral, Teague has developed
into a leader, but likes to
spread the wealth when it
comes to team leadership.

“We’re all leaders, all six
of us from Darius (Miller), to
Terrence (Jones), Doron
(Lamb), Anthony (Davis)
and Michael (Kidd
Gilchrist). We all take pride
in being leaders. I think
that’s what makes us so
good.”

Teague said the team has-
n’t viewed the NCAA Tour-
nament as a pressure
situation, but instead as an-
other opportunity.

“We’re trying to finish
these last few games out
strong,” Teague said. “We
don’t want it to be over, be-
cause we love playing with
each other and we enjoy

playing with each other.
We’re just trying to make the
most out of these last (two)
games. I don’t look at that as
pressure. I just wanted to
come in and play my game
and do whatever I could to
help my team win.”

Teague and the rest of his
teammates were battle-
tested before the season,
competing in pickup-style
games against Kevin Durant,
Michael Westbrook and Le-
Bron James at the Craft Cen-
ter. 

“We first got together in
the summer when all of
those NBA (players) came to
our school and (we com-
peted) in open gym,” he
said. “We got our own team
and played against them.
We knew we were going to
be good then. We competed
with them, but they were
very good. We really didn’t
get too many wins. We
didn’t get close, they beat
us.”

Teague’s defensive as-
signment during those
pickup games was West-
brook.

“He’s amazing and he’s so
athletic and tough to guard,”
he said.

Although Kentucky is a
team that easily could have
been distracted by egos,
Teague credits Calipari for
building a team that is two
games away from winning
the school’s eighth national
championship.

“People are going to say
things, so (coach Calipari)
told us to stay focused on
our team,” he said.

Since then, Teague has
done just that and is enjoy-
ing the team’s successful run
in the NCAA tourney.

“It’s been fun,” he said.
“I’m been having fun with
my teammates and every
game has been competitive.
People are playing for their
lives and you have to be
ready every game.”
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then you are not thinking
right. ey will be. It will be a
hard game and hopefully they
will come in at their best, and
we will come in at our best
and let’s see what happens.”

Kentucky beat Louisville
only 69-62 on Dec. 31 in Rupp
Arena. e Wildcats had 21
turnovers in that game. Cali-
pari says while his team has
improved, so has Louisville.

“ey have really done a
terrific job with the big guy
(Gorgui Dieng) staying home,
blocking shots around the rim,
making a couple of 3’s. I don’t
know how many he has made
on the year, but I have seen
two of them today. He is ac-
tive, he is confident right now
and the zone has been good,”
Calipari said. “e team that
did a pretty good job with it
was Florida. Florida chal-
lenged them to go man-to-
man and they won that game. 

“I don’t really think it mat-
ters what they play. I think
they are going to be aggressive,
they are going to be tough,
they are going to be up in you,
and you have to withstand
that. If you can’t you can
whine to the officials or not.
You have to withstand them
attacking you and being ag-
gressive both on offense and
defense. If you can do that,
now let’s play basketball. If you
can’t, it is a hard game to win.” 

Kentucky sophomore
guard Doron Lamb remem-
bers the first game with
Louisville being hard.

“We’re not going to take it
as a rivalry game. We’re just
going to take it as the next
game we play and it’s
Louisville, so we have to get
prepared for that. We know
what they’re going to do to try
and beat us, so we’re going to
get ready for that,” Lamb said.
“It was a hard game the first
time. ey pressed the whole
game. ey’ve got great play-
ers and they came out there
and played hard for 40 min-
utes. We just ended up win-
ning the game.”

Kentucky point guard Mar-
quis Teague knows he could
well be the focal point of
Louisville’s aggressive de-
fense, one reason he’s trying
to ignore any outside distrac-
tion this week.

“It’s been kind of hard with
all the fans outside, waiting for
us to come out cheering, ask-
ing for autographs and telling
us to beat Louisville. We just
are trying to downplay it and
take it like we normally do,” he
said. “We know this game will
be a lot more intense. It’s the
Final Four, so it means that
much more with this big ri-
valry.”

Teague almost went to
Louisville before picking the
Wildcats. Again, he says that’s
not a distraction or problem.

“I am not really worried
about it. I am just trying to
focus on this and the team so
we can do what we got to do to
win,” he said.

ailed the Cardinals.
Missing the NCAA

tournament seemed like
a real possibility at one
point.

Coaches love to talk
about the second season
when postseason rolls
around. And Pitino has
often said winning the
Big East Tournament
would be the key for his
squad. 

And what a second
season it has been for
Louisville. 

The win over Seaton
Hall to open the Big East
Tournament was OK,
not a thing of beauty.
But really, what has
been for this team?

But from there, some-
thing just clicked.

The Cards routed
Marquette and Note
Dame and slugged it out
with rival Cincinnati to
win the Big East title
earn a No. 4 seed in the
West Regional. In the
NCAA tournament, they
knocked off Davidson,
New Mexico, top-seeded
Michigan State and then
the dramatic rally over
protege Billy Donovan
and Florida (and
whether they admit it or
not, UK fans wanted no
part of a fourth meeting
with the Gators) to earn
the school its ninth
Final Four and Pitino’s
sixth.

But how exactly did
Louisville turn things
around?

Easy, the Cardinals
just figured if they
weren’t going to score a
lot, their opponents will
score even less.
Louisville has become
one of the top defensive
teams in the country,
holding teams to 38 per-
cent shooting.

Can they find that sti-
fling defense one more
time against the Wild-
cats? That’s going to be
their toughest order yet,
but give Pitino a week
and who knows what
kind of tricks he can pull
off.

And if the Cardinals
can get the upset, even
the 1980 and ‘86 titles
will just be slightly
ahead in best wins ever. 

Now here we all sit,
four days away from the
biggest basketball game
in the state’s history.
Unfortunately, it has to
be played in New Or-
leans. 

But this is Christmas
all over again for the
Commonwealth.  Any-
one who is not excited
for this game does not
have a pulse.

No coach, save for the
one roughly 70 miles to
Louisville’s east, is more
fond of hyperbole than
Pitino. But what he said
after the Florida win is
correct: "There will be
people at Kentucky that
will have a nervous
breakdown if they lose
to us,” he said. “You've
got to watch. They've
got to put the fences up
on bridges. There will
be people consumed by
Louisville.”

Yes, kentucky is an
8.5-point favorite and it
could grow during the
week. Kentucky is far
and away the more tal-
ented team, the best
team in the country.

As a fan, I can give
reasons why Louisville
can pull off the biggest
upset in school history.
But as a realist, I can see
there are far more rea-
sons why they can’t.

But none of that really
matters, to be honest.
The Cardinals have
taken the fans on a terri-
ficly wild ride the last
three weeks, and right
now that is more than
enough.

CARDS, from B1 CATS, from B1

Cards vs. Cats

Kentucky-Louisville Matchup
The Associated Press

                                                      UK              UL
Record                                         36-2           30-9
Avg. Pts.                                       77.9            68.4
Opp. Avg. Pts.                               60.6            60.8
Margin                                         17.3              7.6
FG Pct.                                         .488            .425
Opp. FG Pct.                                 .375            .380
3-Pt. FG Pct.                                 .378            .317
Opp. 3-Pt. FG Pct.                         .315            .303
3-Pt. FG-Game                               5.7              5.9
Opp. 3-Pt. FG-Game                       5.5              5.5
FT Pct.                                         .727            .688
Rebound Margin                             7.1              1.6
TO Diff.                                          0.4              1.5
Avg Steals                                      6.1              8.9
Avg Blocks                                     8.6              4.8
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Kentucky Wildcats guard Marquis Teague (25) and Kentucky Wildcats guard Doron Lamb (20) celebrate after the South Regional final win over
Baylor. Teague said he and the Wildcats are not getting caught up in the hype of playing rival Louisville in Saturday’s Final Four.

Teague now true point guard
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For kentucky to win, Teague said he just needs to be a point guard run
the team.


