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By JOANNA KING
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LANCASTER — Four
people have been arrested,
thousands of dollars worth
of property has been recov-
ered and an unknown
number of local burglaries
have been solved largely
due to an officer connect-
ing two seemingly uncon-

nected events.
Before dawn Monday, a

man police describe as a
“Good Samaritan” stopped
just inside the Garrard
County line on Ky. 52 east
of Danville to assist a cou-
ple of men who were trying
to tie a tow strap from a
Dodge to a stalled Ford
truck with a four-wheeler
in the bed. The two men

began acting suspiciously.
The Good Samaritan
stepped away to call for
roadside assistance. The
two men jumped into the
Dodge and drove away. 

Police say convicted
felons Travis E. Puckett, 30,
of 107 Debbie Drive in Lan-
caster and Brett M. Martin,
21, of 402 Southway Drive
south of Lancaster had not
only stolen the disabled
truck but there likely were
loaded handguns in the
cab of the Dodge at the
time, as was the case when
they were arrested just be-
fore midnight the same

day. Boyle County Deputy
Sheriff Chris Stratton said
he got the call about the
truck off the side of Ky. 52
just 50 yards into Garrard
County at 4:50 a.m.

“Turns out, they had
stolen the truck and the
four-wheeler from a barn
off Hubble Road in Boyle
from the farm of Chad
Poynter,” Stratton said.
“The witness, the man who
stopped to help, was able
to give a good description
of the vehicle.” 

Also responding to the

Truckloads of stolen property recovered
Police expect to solve
several burglaries

Photos courtesy of Lancaster Police Department

Tools and jewelry are among the truckloads of stolen property that
local police have recovered and hope to return to owners.
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HARRODSBURG — A
boil-water advisory has been
issued by the Harrodsburg
Water Department, effective
from 3 p.m. Tuesday until
further notice, according to
Walter Bottoms, water treat-
ment plant superintendent.

A notice was issued to all
Harrodsburg water cus-
tomers, the North Mercer
Water District, and Lake Vil-
lage customers east of
Shaker Village.

No other areas are ex-
pected to be impacted.

Customers are advised to
bring all water for human
consumption to a rolling boil
for at least three minutes be-
fore use.

e announcement cre-
ated a flurry of activity for
the Mercer County Health
Department, tasked with
getting the word out to more
than 100 food-service estab-
lishments countywide.

Health department Direc-
tor Kathy Crown-Weber
said, “is is our role in it,
when it happens. We notify
the community because
they have certain things they
have to do to stay safe.”

Businesses and institu-
tions such as schools are
alerted about the advisory
and provided the correct in-
formation to operate safely
until the advisory is lifted.

“Water Emergency Oper-
ational Procedures for Retail
Food Establishments” is the
title of a health department
publication that outlines
safety requirements such as
only using purchased ice
and canned or bottled
drinks in restaurants until
the advisory is lifted.

Environmental Health Di-
rector Tony White said his
office makes the protocols
available, and that it could
have been much worse.

“I got a call yesterday say-
ing this was likely, but it’s
usually not expected and is a
result of a (water line)
break,” White said.

Not only does a break in a
line necessitate personnel to
scramble to make calls, but a
loss of water pressure might
mean added complications
such as toilets that can’t

Water
advisory
affects
Mercer 

David Brock/dbrock@amnews.com

Brent Blevins, left, public health director for the Boyle County Health Department, talks to Boyle County
Fiscal Court on Tuesday about the financial problems facing the agency. Blevins said there is a shortfall of
more than $200,000 in this year’s budget.
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Boyle County Health Department already has
made cuts to make up for a large budget shortfall, and
the financial outlook remains challenging
heading into the next fiscal year.

Public Health Director Brent Blevins
told Boyle County Fiscal Court on Tues-
day the agency will be about $230,000 in
the red for the current fiscal year, which
ends June 30. To make up for the shortfall
and in anticipation of receiving less
funding for the 2012-2013 fiscal year,
Blevins said three staff members have
been laid off, reducing overall staff from 16 to 13 po-
sitions.

Blevins, who took over the position after the re-
tirement of former director Roger Trent last July,
said declining federal and state funding
has made it difficult to keep
pace with expenditures,

which were projected to be $1.47 million in the cur-
rent fiscal year.

“As a (health department), we have had years
where we could build up our staffing,” Blevins said.
“Unfortunately, as the funding has been reduced the
last couple of years, we must now make budget cuts
to staffing to help reduce our budget expenditures to
levels that our funding support.”

When asked Tuesday whether revenue, in addition
to the staff reductions and savings in other areas, will
be enough to balance the budget, Blevins said it will
be difficult. 

e positions of health educator, a front desk re-
ceptionist and a part-time nurse have been elimi-
nated. Blevins said the savings exceed $100,000 and
along with some other measures will bring the current
budget close to being balanced.

e department has served more than 5,300
unduplicated patients in Boyle

County so far this year and pro-

Subsidy ending
for telephone service
FRANKFORT (AP) — A pro-

gram that subsidizes the cost of
telephone service for low-income
consumers is ending in the next
few days, but Kentucky Public
Service Commission Chairman
David Armstrong wants Kentucky
residents to know another pro-
gram is continuing.
The Link-Up program, which

provides subsidies for some of
the initial cost of phone service,
is ending on Monday. The
change is part of an effort by the
Federal Communications Com-
mission to overhaul low-income
assistance programs as it shifts
the focus toward high-speed In-
ternet service.
But Armstrong says the Life-

line program will remain intact.
That program helps pay the cost
of monthly phone service for eli-
gible consumers.
He says the proportion of

households participating in Ken-
tucky is lower than in neighbor-
ing states, indicating many who
are eligible aren’t participating.
For more information, visit

http://psc.ky.gov/agencies/psc/co
nsumer/lifeline.pdf .

Health department 
facing financial woes
Three positions cut as agency faces $230,000 shortfall
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY

TUESDAY
MIDDAY
Pick 3: 3-7-3
Pick 4: 5-0-3-0

EVENING
Pick 3: 7-2-9
Pick 4: 4-4-2-2

Mega Millions: 9-19-34-44-51
Mega Ball 24
Megaplier 3

Cash Ball: 3-5-14-30
Cash Ball 30
Kicker 0-9-2-8-1

5 Card Cash: 10C, KS, 10S, 8H, AH

Lighten up popular party dip


