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Japanese exchange student
Hiro Ozawa speaks fluent Eng-
lish, dresses like a typical Amer-
ican student and likes to go to
Bardstown Road with his
friends.

When it came time to prepare
for Atherton High School’s In-
ternational Festival on Friday
though, he drew on his knowl-
edge of traditional Japanese cul-
ture to teach a group of students
a fisherman’s song and dance.

The students, who study Jap-
anese with teacher Carole Ter-
kula, called out the equivalent of
“Heave ho!” in Japanese and

mimicked mo-
tions of casting
nets to catch her-
ring and pulling
them in as they
rehearsed the
dance after
school recently.
Hiro, 17, a junior,

watched approving-
ly while playing a recorded ver-
sion of the dance music that had
more of a rock sound.

The students also painted
Japanese characters signifying
ocean waves on T-shirts that
they will wear during the per-
formance.

The festival will feature
dances from the Middle East,
Greece and elsewhere and will
include ethnic food, games and
crafts.

The school offers five world
languages and an International
Baccalaureate academic pro-
gram. It also has a large number
of students in the English as a
Second Language program, Ter-
kula said.

American students these
days are drawn to Japanese be-
cause of an interest in Japanese
comic books and cartoon anima-
tion and music that they hear
over the Internet, she said.
“They’re getting hooked into
that.”

Hiro said all students in his
high school in Tochigi prefec-
ture in Japan study English, but
“I learned how to speak it here.”

Sara Sinback, 17, a member
of the dance troupe, said she was
interested in taking Japanese
because it was different and

“unusual.”
“Now I’m regretting that, be-

cause it’s really hard,” she said.
Nevertheless, she’ll be ex-

plaining the dance in Japanese
before the festival perfor-
mance, reading off of an ac-
count written on paper. “I under-

stand what I’m saying, for the
most part,” she said.

Hiro said he will be going
back to Japan at the end of the
school year but would like to re-
turn to the United States to
teach his native language.

He’s staying with Jeremy
Bryant, 17, a senior who’s per-
forming with the dance troupe,
and his family near Fairdale.

Hito’s home in Japan suf-
fered damage as a result of last
year’s massive earthquake and

tsunami, and his middle school
gym was destroyed, he said.

Hiro said he wanted to im-
prove his English during his ex-
change year and has enjoyed
“school life” at Atherton. School
is much stricter in Japan, where
students stay in the same class-
room and sit at the same table all
day, he said.

Cassandra Nutt, 18, a senior
and another member of the
dance troupe, went on an ex-
change trip to Japan last sum-
mer, starting in Tokyo and stay-
ing with a host family in Yokoha-
ma. She attended a high school
that specialized in teaching Eng-
lish.

As she and the other Ather-
ton students talked and social-
ized after school, she agreed
with Hiro about school life in Ja-
pan.

“Hanging around,” she said,
“that doesn’t happen. It’s very,
very structured.”

Reporter Martha Elson can be
reached at (502) 582-7061.
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Atherton High School students rehearse a traditional Japanese dance for the school’s International Festival. In the front row, from left, are
Catherine Gray, Sara Sinback and August Basile. PHOTOS BY MARTHA ELSON/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Brendan Blair paints a Japanese character on a T-shirt for an
upcoming ethnic dance performance at Atherton High School.

INTERNATIONAL
FESTIVAL
What: Atherton High School
International Festival, featuring
ethnic food, booths, dance, games
and crafts
When: 4 to 7 p.m. Friday, with
performances by Atherton stu-
dents between 4:30 and 6:30
Where: 3000 Dundee Road
Admission: Free and open to the
public
Donations: May be made to
Kentucky Refugee Ministries
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