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ecutive director of the
Oldham County History
Center, said with a laugh.

The history center is
sponsoring the contest,
which will be March 31, as
part of its “New Harmo-
nies: Celebrating Ameri-
can Roots Music” exhibit,
which runs Saturday
through April 21.

The exhibit helps visi-
tors understand how cul-
turesandcustomsmixedto
create blues, country,
Western, folk, jazz and gos-
pel.

Some of these forms of
music were once consid-
ered “weird,” Theiss point-
ed out. She referenced jug
music, which originated in
Louisville, and is played by
blowing over the top of a
whiskey jug.

“We thought it would be
fun to have a music compe-
tition that’s sort of out-of-
the-box to get people think-
ing about music and all the

Contestants must be
fully dressed. No live ani-
mals. No dead animals. No
profanity.

Thefact that theserules
must be stipulated suggest
that participants and audi-
ence members at the up-

coming April Fool’s Weird
Music Contest are in for a
wild night.

Soloists and groups are
encouraged to make their
own instruments, perform
theirowncompositionsand
deck their band out in do-it-
yourself costumes.

“We don’t really know
what is going to happen,”
Nancy Stearns Theiss, ex-

ways you can play it,” she
said.

Carter Caves State
Park, in Eastern Kentucky,
used to have a strange mu-
sic festival, which helped
inspire Oldham’s upcom-
ing contest, said Tim Cur-
tis, director of Oldham
Parks and Recreation,
which is also a sponsor.

Curtis has seen musi-
cians use “household pots
and pans or a garden hose
with a funnel attached.”

“And they didn’t just
make noise but could actu-
ally keep a tune,” he said.

As part of the New Har-
monies exhibit, the mu-
seum will feature a work-
ing banjo and guitar made
out of pizza boxes, trash
bags and pencils by Old-
ham County Jail inmates.

Acts will be judged for
“overall weirdness in com-
position, instruments and
just plain kookiness,” ac-
cording to the contest flier.

Performances are limited
to five minutes in length,
and songs do not have to be
originals.

The performers will au-
dition, with the top soloists
and groups being featured
in a finale.

The winning group will
receive $1,000 and will be
featured at the April Wood-
Songs Coffeehouse, which
features folk music and is
hosted by Oldham Parks
and Recreation.

Runners-up will also re-
ceiveprizes,someofwhich
have been furnished by

sponsors Lynn’s Paradise
Cafe and Mom’s Music in
Louisville.

“There’s going to have
to be some musical value to
it,” Curtis said of the win-
ning group.

But even after talking
about the contest, he finds
it difficult to summarize
what will happen.

“I wish I could tell you
more about the event,” he
said. “But I don’t know
what to expect.”

Reporter Emily Hagedorn can
be reached at (502) 582-4621.

‘Weird’ music is encouraged at contest THE APRIL FOOL’S WEIRD MUSIC
FESTIVAL
When: March 31. Groups will audition earlier in the day with
the finale starting at 7 p.m.
Where: Oldham County Schools Arts Center, 7105 Floydsburg
Road, Crestwood.
Cost to enter: $15 per group before March 15, sent to Old-
ham County History Center, Attn: Weird Music, 106 N. Second
St., La Grange, KY 40031. Registration is $20 after March 15.
Walk-ins are welcome to register the day of the event from
noon to 2 p.m.
Information: www.weirdmusicfestival.org or (502) 222-
0826.
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