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Louisville area: Partly
sunny today. Cloudy
tomorrow with rain
likely to develop.
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Get the latest traffic info on
your smart phone to help with
your commute. Scan this code
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WASHINGTON — Mitt Romney
rolled to primary victories in Vir-
ginia, Vermont and home-state
Massachusetts on Super Tuesday,
reaching for a decisive advan-
tage in the most turbulent race
for the Republican presidential
nomination in a generation.

But his rivals countered crisp-
ly. Rick Santorum won in Tennes-
see and Oklahoma, while Newt
Gingrich scored a home-field win
in Georgia — fresh evidence that
they can outpace Romney in
parts of the country despite his
huge organizational and financial
advantages.

Romney and Santorum also
dueled in Ohio, their second in-
dustrial-state showdown in as
many weeks and the marquee
matchup of the busiest night of
the race.

In Ohio, with 6 percent of the
precincts counted, they were sep-
arated by fewer than 1,700 votes
out of more than 170,000 cast.

Win or lose there, Romney
said “I think we’ll pick up a lot of
delegates, and this is a process of
gathering enough delegates to
become the nominee. And I think
we’re on track to have that hap-
pen.”

There were caucuses in North
Dakota, Idaho and Alaska round-
ed out the calendar.

In all, 419 delegates were at
stake in the 10 states, and Rom-
ney’s early wins allowed him to
pad his earlier lead for the nomi-
nation.

He picked up at least 64 during
the evening, Gingrich 23.

That gave the former Massa-
chusetts governor 264, while San-
torum had 92, Gingrich 56 and
Paul 25. It will take 1,144 to win
the nomination at the Republican
National Convention this August
in Tampa, Fla.

Gingrich’s victory was his
first since he captured the South
Carolina primary on Jan. 21, and
the former House speaker said it
would propel him on yet another

SUPER TUESDAY

Romney
rivals
reel in
support
Race in Ohio was
too tight to call

MITT
ROMNEY
Won primaries in
Virginia, Ver-
mont and Mas-
sachusetts.

RON PAUL
Collected 41
percent of the
vote in Virginia.

NEWT
GINGRICH
Victorious in his
home state of
Georgia.

RICK
SANTORUM
Scored wins in
Tennessee and
Oklahoma.
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“I was around my children, holding them tight, as the pillars, steel
beams, the bricks, everything from the house was hitting me.”

STEPHANIE DECKER, Indiana woman who lost parts of both her legs

MOM’S LOVE
TRUMPS ALL

Patient Stephanie Decker talks to son Dominic, 8, as husband Joe Decker holds daughter Reese, 5, during a news conference Tuesday at
University Hospital. She and the children survived two tornadoes in the basement of their home. PAM SPAULDING/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Huddled with her two children in their
basement, Stephanie Decker was deter-
mined to “take the hit” and shield them
from the wrath of the tornado bearing down
on their Clark County home Friday.

It was a decision that cost her part of
both her legs — but saved her children from
harm.

Decker, 36, who was hurt by a falling
steel beam, bricks and other debris as her
home was leveled, described her extraordi-
nary ordeal in vivid detail during a news
conference Tuesday at University Hospi-
tal.

But she was reluctant to call herself a he-
ro.

“I call myself a mom,” she said. “I love
my kids. … I wanted to do anything I could
to protect them. I think any parent would.”

Husband Joe Decker, who had been ex-
changing increasingly desperate text mes-
sages with her from his job at Silver Creek
High School, didn’t hesitate to call his wife a
hero.

Because of her, “I’ve got my kids,” he
said.

As if on cue, their 8-year-old son, Domin-
ic, and 5-year-old daughter, Reese, who
were unhurt, rushed in to the small confer-
ence room. Reese jumped into her father’s
arms and Dominic held on to his

MAKING THE SACRIFICE

‘I wanted to do anything
to protect’ her two children
By Peter Smith
psmith@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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WEST LIBERTY, Ky. — For decades, retir-
ees gathered under the shade trees on the
grounds of the Morgan County Courthouse
to whittle and trade stories.

Officials would stage Memorial Day ser-
vices around the veterans’ statues there,
and families would rest on the lawn during
the annual Morgan County Sorghum Festi-
val. Residents said the courthouse clock
was visible from all over town.

But the building’s century of history as
the old guard on Main Street is likely over.

Officials from the Administrative Of-
fice of the Courts surveyed damage from
last Friday’s devastating tornado on Tues-
day and deemed it a total loss, pending as-
sessments from insurance adjusters. A
$12 million judicial center, under construc-
tion behind the old courthouse, is also be-
yond repair.

“This was kind of the heart of our com-
munity,” said Alane Nickell, widow of the
late West Liberty Mayor Bob Nickell. “It’s
heartbreaking.”

It’s the latest casualty from the worst
tornado damage to hit Kentucky and South-
ern Indiana in nearly 40 years. Thirty-four
people died from the March 2 tornadoes
that struck both states, causing untold mil-
lions of dollars in damage.

On Tuesday evening, President Barack
Obama issued a major disaster declaration

WEST LIBERTY, KY.

Town takes blow to heart;
Obama declares disaster
By Mike Wynn and Peter Smith
The Courier-Journal
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HOW TO HELP
» The American Red Cross Disaster
Relief is collecting donations. Go to
www.redcross.org or call (800) RED
CROSS (733-2767) or text REDCROSS to
90999 to donate $10.

COVERAGE ONLINE
Read the continuing coverage of the
recovery from the deadly storms at
www.courier-journal.com/tornadoes
and see videos, stories and more pho-
tos. Go to our Facebook page for dis-
cussion at www.facebook.com/couri-
erjournal.

INSIDE
DONATIONS
Collection sites are well-stocked with
clothes, blankets and other supplies,
but cash donations would still have a
big impact. A3

HENRYVILLE HEROICS
The worst of nature can sometimes
bring out the best in people’s natures.
A4
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