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Terrence Jones and Doron
Lamb were second-team All-
SEC picks.

“I’m happy for all the kids,”
Calipari said. “They deserve all
the accolades, but I will remind
them it really means nothing.
Let’s move on. We’re on to the
next part of our season.”

That begins Friday at the
SEC Tournament in New Or-
leans, where the Wildcats will
face the winner of a first-round
game between Arkansas and
LSU.

Davis is just the second Wild-
cat ever to receive a National
Player of the Year award, fol-
lowing John Wall in 2010. Davis
averaged 14.4 points, 9.8 re-
bounds, 4.7 blocks and 1.4 steals
in 31 regular-season games,
leading UK in all four catego-
ries. He has 14 double-doubles,
ranks second nationally in field-
goal percentage (.661) and leads
the nation with a school-record
146 blocked shots, needing 25
more to set an SEC record and
37 to break the NCAA freshman
mark.

“Idon’tknowif there’saplay-
er in the country that a team

changes more when he’s off the
floor than Davis,” said Florida
coach Billy Donovan, who
watched Davis go off for 22
points, 12 rebounds and six
blocks against the Gators on
Sunday to help seal a 16-0 SEC
season for UK. “I mean, he’s ter-
rific. I haven’t seen everybody
as much as Anthony Davis
around the country, but I would
be hard-pressed to find any
player that’s been more impact-
ful to a team.”

The nod from Sporting News
bodes well for Davis’ bid to be-
come just the second freshman
to win one of the three major na-
tional honors: the Wooden
Award, Naismith Trophy and
Associated Press Player of the
Year, all of which will be an-
nounced on Final Four weekend.

Davis and Kidd-Gilchrist
made Tuesday’s cut to 15 final-
ists for the Wooden Award. The
only freshman to win any of the
big three — and he won them all
— was Texas’ Kevin Durant in
2007.

No UK player has won any of
those three. Wall earned Nation-
al Player of the Year honors
from Rivals.com, Yahoo! Sports
and The Rupp Trophy.

The remainder of this year’s
national awards probably will
come down to Davis and Kansas
senior Thomas Robinson. Cali-
pari contends the debate
should’ve been settled when the
right-handed Davis sank a lefty
hook shot against the Gators on
Sunday.

“I had to go back to the TV
copy, because the guy on TV
said, ‘Oh, my!’ ” Calipari said.
“He’s just getting better and
better and better. Could you
imagine if we went at Davis ev-
ery possession? … I’m not tak-
inganythingawayfromThomas
Robinson. He’s an outstanding
player. He’s tough, hard-nosed.
He’s led their team. He wills
them to win. He’s outstanding.”

“I like my guy.”

Canaan, Prohm honored
Murray State junior guard

Isaiah Canaan joined Davis on
the Sporting News All-America
first team and the All-District
IV squad, and Steve Prohm was
named District IV Coach of the
Year after directing the Racers
to a 30-1record and the Ohio Val-
ley Conference title.

Canaan, the OVC Player of
theYear, isaveraging19.2points
and is fourth in the nation in 3-
point percentage (.473) and 11th

in 3-pointers per game at 3.1.

AWARDS: Cats cleaning up
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Calipari doesn’t hold
his assistants back

ESPN’s Andy Katz reported
this week that he expects UK as-
sistant Orlando Antigua to be on
the list of candidates for the
head coaching job at Rhode Is-
land. Calipari addressed that
before Tuesday’s practice.

“What I always tell my
staff … ‘You see what’s out
there and tell me what you want
to do and what you want me to
do,’ ” he said. “Orlando is ready
to be a head coach if that’s what
he chooses to be. The issue is
we’ve got a pretty good thing
going here, so now you have to
be a little choosy on what you do.
There are going to be schools
that contact him.”

Calipari said he also told as-
sistant Kenny Payne that if he’s
interested in other jobs, “You let
me know.” But his advice was
the same.

“Just like my players, I want
everybody around me to have
benefits and move forward and
chase their dreams the same
way. I don’t hold anyone back,”
Calipari said. “I’ll say it again:
This is a unique place to coach,

live and be, so you’re not anx-
ious. … If they’re here, they’re
not in a hurry to leave.”

Other SEC coaches
praise Calipari

It was not a surprise that Cal-
ipari won SEC Coach of the Year
honors after several of the
league’s coaches gushed about
him on a teleconference Mon-
day.

Addressing Calipari’s clos-
est competition — first-year
Tennessee coach Cuonzo Mar-
tin, whose team won eight of its
last nine games of the regular
season to earn the No. 2 seed in
this week’s tournament — Geor-
gia coach Mark Fox said: “Cuon-
zo has done a great job, but they
didn’t fire Bruce (Pearl) be-
cause he had bad players. Cuon-
zo’s done a great job, but I think
when you go undefeated in this
league and win by the margin
that Kentucky has won the
league by, I just don’t think you
can vote against John.”

Vanderbilt coach Kevin
Stallings said he voted for Cali-
pari and noted that he deserves
consideration for National
Coach of the Year.

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Univer-
sity of Kentucky basketball
coach John Calipari is not a fan
of conference tournaments.
He’s said so many times. Unlike
many teams this time of year
who are trying to punch their
NCAA Tournament ticket by
winning their league tourna-
ment, his top-ranked Wildcats
(30-1) are already secure in
their postseason positioning.

So the grind of a league clam-
bake? Calipari would rather
pass.

“You’re playing three games
in three days. It doesn’t prepare
you for anything,” he said.
“Maybe one team can play in (to
the NCAA Tournament). They
had all season to play in.”

However, Calipari does ac-
knowledge that UK’s rabid fan
base, which travels in droves to
see the Cats play in any event,
expects the winning to con-
tinue.

“Our fans take their vacation
money, rent money, cigarette
money and they go to these tour-
naments,” he said. “So you al-
most feel an obligation: Let’s
play well. I don’t know if we win,
but you have an obligation that
they just made a trek and this is
their deal.”

For a coach who hates con-
ference tournaments, though,
Calipari’s teams sure have been
good at them. Counting four
Conference USA titles while he
was at Memphis, he’s won six
straight league tournaments.

“Probably because I don’t
care about it,” he said. “I
couldn’t care less. They know
that. So they go in and know it’s
not a big deal, let’s just go play
and have fun, and they end up
winning it. It’s not the formula I
would say anybody else would
use, but it’s what I’ve used.”

Cal would skip league
tourneys if he could

UK coach John Calipari, with Anthony Davis, said of conference
tournaments: “You’re playing three games in three days. It doesn’t
prepare you for anything.” ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO
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HARTFORD, Conn. — Kaleena
Mosqueda-Lewis scored19 points
and Bria Hartley added18 to help
No. 4 Connecticut beat third-
ranked Notre Dame 63-54 on
Tuesday night and win its fifth
straight Big East tournament
championship.

UConn’s Geno Auriemma be-
came the sixth Division I wom-
en’s coach to reach 800 career
victories, reaching the milestone
in fewer games than anybody
else.

The Huskies denied Notre
Dame its first Big East tourna-
ment title. The Irish, who won the
outright regular season title for
thefirst time,havemadethetour-
nament championship game six
times and lost each one to the
Huskies (29-4).

UConn also ended a rare
three-game losing streak to the
Irish. Notre Dame beat them in
the national semifinals last sea-
son and then swept the two regu-
lar season meetings this year.

Skylar Diggins scored 16
points to lead Notre Dame (30-3).

It’s on to the NCAA tourna-
ment for the Irish and the Hus-
kies, where they will both likely
be No. 1 seeds.

The Irish were trying to join
an elite club by becoming the
fourth team to beat Connecticut
three times in the same season.
Miami was the last to do it, 20
years ago.

The Hurricanes also were the
last team to knock off UConn in
four straight meetings. No team
has done that since the Huskies
won their first national champi-
onship in 1995.

It’s the 18th tournament title
for the Huskies and 19th straight
year that they have won either
the Big East regular season or
tournament titles.

After the two teams met last
Monday night, UConn was left
searching for answers with Notre
Dame winning 72-59 on the Hus-
kies’ home floor. The Huskies
found them in Hartley and
Mosqueda-Lewis, who was se-
lected the tournament’s most out-
standing player.

With UConn trailing 36-33
early in the second half, the pair
took over scoring all 10 points
during a 10-1 run.

WOMEN

Connecticut's Tiffany Hayes, left,
Kelly Faris (34) and Caroline Doty
celebrate in the final minute.
JESSICA HILL/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Huskies
claim
18th Big
East title
Associated Press

self.”
”I need a day off,” Harper

joked. “I’m just happy for these
young men. We put in a lot of
hard work. I knew we had a
chance. In this profession that’s
all you ask. Give me an opportu-
nity. and we’ll see what hap-
pens.”

Tony Mitchell scored 18
points to lead North Texas, which
was playing in its third straight
league championship game and
fourth in six years. Alzee Wil-
liams added 16 points, Brandon
Walton 14 and Jacob Holmen 11.

The Mean Green appeared in
control at 55-42 midway through
the second half. But Fant scored
the next seven points to cut it to
six. WKU tied it at 59 on a basket

by Akol, fell behind 66-61, then
made its final push to the finish.

“This is a basketball team that

was ready to play from the
jump,” North Texas junior Roger
Franklin said of the Hilltoppers.

“... They just wanted it more to-
night.”

WKU: Seventh
seed gets 6th
straight win
Continued from Page C1

North Texas coach Johnny Jones leaves the court after his team’s 74-70 loss to Western Kentucky.
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Left-handed pitchers haven’t
had much success against the
University of Louisville baseball
team this season.

The trend continued Tuesday
as the Cardinals rocked
left-handed starter Brian Korte
for five runs in the first inning en
route to a 13-4 win over visiting
Indiana.

No. 14 U of L (9-3) now is 5-0
when facing left-handers.

The win closed out a nine-
game homestand in which the
Cards won seven.

Once U of L’s offense got roll-
ing it continued, as eleven batters
notched at least one hit and seven
had at least one RBI.

Stewart Ijames, who was
2 for 5 with an RBI, extended his
hitting streak to nine games. Des-
ignated hitter Mason Snyder was
2 for 4 with two RBIs.

“I think we’ve faced a lot of
lefties this year,” U of L coach
Dan McDonnell said. “We feel
like our left-handed hitters,
they’re older, mature, quality hit-
ters, so normally lefties don’t
give them trouble.”

The Cards were bolstered by
the relief pitching of Dace Kime,
who struck out three and allowed
one hit in 11⁄3 innings.

Starter Jared Ruxer (1-0) gave
up two runs and five hits and
struck out four in five innings.

The Hoosiers (3-7) mounted a
comeback in the seventh, when
Trace Knoblauch and Michael
Basil stroked RBI singles to cut
the gap to 10-4.

With bases loaded and two out,
McDonnell brought in Kime, and
the sophomore right-hander
struck out Chris Sujka.

“That was huge,” McDonnell
said. “I thought that was the key
moment of the game. I gave him
the game shirt for coming in and
striking out that guy.”

Korte (0-2) faced just seven
batters. Adam Engel ignited the
rally with a single, and Nick Ra-
tajczak’s single sent him to third.

Jeff Gardner knocked an RBI
single to left field to put the Cards
on the board. Ijames’ RBI double
to right made it 2-0 and set the
stage for Snyder, a .429 hitter.

He laced a triple off the cen-
ter-field wall that scored two
runs. After Alex Chittenden
walked and Ty Young was hit by a
pitch, Korte was replaced by
right-hander Luke Harrison.

U of L added one more run be-
fore the inning ended to lead 5-0.

IU chipped away at the lead.
Sujka’s RBI single to left in the
second made it 5-1, and Basil had
a two-out RBI single in the third.

The Cards padded their lead
with a four-run fifth — all on a
two-out rally. Young smashed a
two-run double to right field, and
Kyle Gibson’s RBI single made it
8-2. Gibson stole second, and Cole
Sturgeon’s hit was bobbled by
second baseman Chad Clark, al-
lowing Gibson to score.

“I thought when we cut it to
three there in the third, it at least
made it a ballgame,” IU coach
Tracy Smith said. “When we gave
them the four spot in the fifth,
that made it a little tough to over-
come, particularly the way we’re
swinging the bats right now and
as good as their pitchers are.”

The Cards’ defense helped
pitcher Chad Green out of trouble
in the sixth. With two men on, Will
Nolden hit a sharp drive to third
baseman Young, who drilled a
perfect throw to first for an in-
ning-ending double play.

“We had a couple innings
where we let our guard down,”
Ijames said. “We answered back
and kept pushing the lead further.
It’s always fun to play these
games. You play loose, you play
easy and great things start to hap-
pen when you’re able to do that.”

U of L went up10-2 when Gard-
ner scored on Walker Stadler’s
wild pitch in the bottom half.

The Cards tacked on three
runs in the eighth.

COLLEGE BASEBALL
U OF L 13, IU 4

Indiana.......................................... 011 000 200 - 4 10 5
Louisville ...................................500 041 03x - 13 15 0

WP - Jared Ruxer (1-0). LP - Brian Korte (0-2). 2B - Dustin
DeMuth (I), Stewart Ijames (L), Ty Young (L), Ryan Seiz (L),
Cameron O’Brien (L). 3B - Justin Cureton (I), Mason Snyder
(L). Records - Indiana 3-7, Louisville 9-3.

Cardinals
solve IU
southpaw
in13-4 win
Jump ahead quickly
with 5-run first
By J.J. Hysell
Special to The Courier-Journal
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