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COLUMBUS, OHIO —
Voters at Super Tuesday
precincts drew a compos-
ite sketch, of sorts, of the
Republican candidate
they’d most like to have to
challenge President Ba-
rack Obama in the fall.
He’d possess Mitt Rom-
ney’s economic cred,
Rick Santorum’s heart-
felt conservatism and
Newt Gingrich’s intellect.

Or, he would just be
Ronald Reagan instead.

Not everyone who
came out to churches,
schools and rec centers
was brimming with confi-
dence about Republican
chances once the party
has its nominee. In a
bruising campaign
pocked with attack ads,
the flaws of the hopefuls
were in stark relief.

Robert G. Reed, 76, of
Anderson Township in
suburban Cincinnati,
summed up the minuses
as he sees them, practi-
cally in one breath: “Rom-
ney is too rich, Santorum
is too religious, Ron Paul
is too old, and I just don’t
like Gingrich.” Reed, an
independent who is re-
tired from working on gas
lines, voted for Santorum
anyway.

Robert Buckner, 37, a
property manager from
Marietta, Ga., was torn
between Gingrich, be-
cause he refuses to con-
form, and Romney, for
“his silver tongue,” and
wished he could have
picked some of both. He
settled for Gingrich, the
Georgian.

“If we could take Newt
and Mitt Romney and put
them together,” he said,
“we’d be great.”

But at a church pre-
cinct in Fayetteville, Ga.,
not-so-glum businessman
Glenn Valencia spoke as
if reading from Romney’s
playbook in characteriz-
ing what the former Mas-
sachusetts governor and
venture capitalist has to
offer the party and the
country.

“You compare Obama
with Romney — Obama
big spender, community
organizer,” he said.
“Romney — business or-
ganizer, wealth builder, a
guy who knows how to
make money and has done
well, and that’s what he’s
done for a profession, is
turn around companies.
And that’s what we need
to do, is turn around the
economy.”

Still, in suburbs across
Ohio, the most fiercely
contested state Tuesday,
voters spoke of the “pain-
ful” campaign and the toll
it could take on the even-
tual nominee.

“I haven’t liked the
way they’ve dismem-
bered each other,” said
Barry Hunter, 65, a re-

tired pharmaceutical-
company manager in
Dublin, outside Colum-
bus. “They’ve all been
pretty cutthroat.” He
backed Gingrich.

In suburban Cleve-
land, Matt Howells, 52, a
contractor and Santorum
voter, worried that the ri-
vals have merely man-
aged to harm Republican
prospects in November
with all that negativity. “I
really don’t see a Repub-
lican winning the White
House,” he said. “I see it
going down as Obama
again.”

Similar worries were
heard in some of the nine
other states where people
voted or caucused Tues-
day.

In Edmond, Okla., Tri-
cia Tetreault, 49, voted
for Gingrich, whom she
considered the best in a
humdrum field. It was
enough to make her pine
for the good old days.

“Ronald Reagan isn’t
available anymore,” she
lamented.

But Romney appealed
to Heather Froelich, 40, of
Westerville just outside
of Columbus. She’s a reg-
istered Republican and
textbook editor who sur-
vived layoffs in Decem-
ber but saw some of her
friends lose their jobs. “I
know that he understands
the economy,” she said.
“He has the right experi-
ence and values.”

She likes him, too,
which she can’t say about
others in the race.

“Santorum just bores
me to tears,” she said.
And “I don’t like Ging-
rich’s whole approach,
the way he comes
across.”

At an elementary
school near Cleveland,
aircraft mechanic Mike
Reardon went with his
gut — Santorum — even
though his head might
have told him Romney’s
got the best shot for Re-
publicans in the fall. “I
think he’s a good conser-
vative,” he said of Santo-
rum. “I don’t know if he
would be the best to go up
against Obama, but he’s
my personal favorite.”

In Savannah, Ga., bed-
and-breakfast operator
Bill Saxman, 69, went into
the precinct undecided
between Gingrich and
Santorum, and chose the
latter.

“I just went in there
and said, ‘eeny, meeny,
miny, moe,’” Saxman
said. “And Santorum
came up as moe.”

Not all who voted in
GOP primaries had the
party’s interests at heart.
Wayne Renardson, 69, a
retired jazz musician in
Nashville, voted for San-
torum “because he’s the
easiest to beat” for Oba-
ma. “The Republicans are
absolute clowns — all of
‘em.”

Super Tuesday
voters assess
the GOP field
By Calvin Woodward
Associated Press

stake in the 10 states, and
Romney’s wins, by over-
whelming margins, al-
lowed him to pad his earlier
lead for the nomination.

He picked up at least 90
during the evening, Ging-
rich 39 and Santorum 34
and Paul at least 6.

That gave the former
Massachusetts governor
293, including endorse-
ments from members of
the Republican National
Committee who automati-
cally attend the convention
and can support any candi-
date.

Santorum had 126 dele-
gates, Gingrich 72 and Paul
31. It takes 1,144 delegates
to win the nomination at the
Republican National Con-
vention in Tampa, Fla., this
summer.

In interviews as voters
left their polling places,
Republicans in state after
state said the economy was
the top issue and an ability
to defeat Obama was what
mattered most as they
made their Super Tuesday
choices.

They also indicated nag-
ging concerns about the
candidate they supported,
even in Massachusetts.
There, one-third of all pri-
mary voters said they had
reservations, and about
three-quarters of those
voted for Romney.

Massachusetts is a reli-
ably Democratic state in
most presidential elec-
tions, but in Ohio, 41 per-
cent of primary voters said
they, too, had reservations
about the candidate they
supported. No Republican
has ever won the White
House without capturing
Ohio.

Gingrich’s victory was
his first since he captured
the South Carolina primary
on Jan. 21, and the former
House speaker said it
would propel him on yet an-
other comeback. He has
faded badly in the race
over the past six weeks.

Obama, unopposed for
the Democratic nomina-
tion for a second term, held
a news conference Tuesday
at the White House, where
he accused Republicans of
“beating the drums of war”
over Iran, then attended a
$35,800-a-ticket fundraiser
a few blocks from the
White House.

Ohio was the day’s big-
gest prize in political sig-
nificance, a heavily popu-
lated industrial state that
tested Santorum’s ability to
challenge Romney in a tra-
ditional fall battleground.
But Georgia, Gingrich’s
home political field, out-
ranked them all in the num-
ber of delegates at stake,
with 76, a total that reflect-
ed a reliable Republican
voting pattern as well as
population.

Romney, the leader in
the early delegate chase,
flew to Massachusetts to
vote and said he hoped for a
good home-state win.

He also took issue with
Obama, saying, “I think all
of us are being pretty seri-
ous” about Iran and its pos-

sible attempt to develop
nuclear weapons.

Santorum and Gingrich
have vied for months to
emerge as the sole conser-
vative alternative to Rom-
ney, and they battered him
as a moderate who would
lead the party to defeat in
November.

Santorum’s recent rise
has translated into cam-
paign receipts of $9 million
in February, his aides an-
nounced last week.

Even so, Romney and

Restore our Future, the su-
per PAC supporting him,
outspent the other candi-
dates and their supporters
on television in the key Su-
per Tuesday states. In Ohio,
Romney’s campaign pur-
chased about $1.5 million
for TV ads, and Restore
Our Future spent $2.3 mil-
lion.

Santorum and Red,
White and Blue, a super
PAC that supports him,
countered with about $1
million combined.

In Tennessee, where
Romney did not buy TV
time, Restore Our Future
spent more than $1 million
to help him. Santorum paid
for a little over $225,000,
and Winning our Future, a
super PAC that backs Ging-
rich, nearly $470,000.

In Georgia, where Ging-
rich acknowledged he must
win, the pro-Romney super
PAC spent about $1.5 mil-
lion in hopes of holding the
former House speaker be-
low 50 percent of the vote.
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Marianne DuBois casts her ballot in the Republican presidential primary in Steubenville,
Ohio. Mitt Romney and Rick Santorum were battling for the state into the evening. ERIC

GAY/AP
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ATTENTION
VETERANS

You have served your country with honor, now
find out how your country can serve you. Don’t
miss out on the additional pension benefits
earmarked for veterans and/or their spouse
under the improved VA Pension Benefit.

Discover if you are eligible for up to $2,019
per month in additional benefits!

FREE WORKSHOP

Featured Speaker
Roy Keibler of

Keibler & Associates

This workshop is a MUST for Veterans and/or their spouses. (65 and older)

Guest Speaker -

Attend either Workshop: Tuesday, March 20th, 10am or 2:00pm
Country Inn & Suites Airport (just off I 65 by the Fairgrounds)

2850 Crittenden Drive, Louisville, KY 40209

Visit us at
www.elderadvisers.com

Presented by
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Whitney M. Wilson, Attorney at Law

I needed a degree for a better job.
Shayne put me on the fast track.
At Indiana Tech, my personal admissions
representative showed me how I could balance
my hectic life and still get a degree that’s
in demand by employers. He helped me
customize my schedule with a mix of online
and classroom courses to put me on the fast
track. If you need to prepare for a better job
or a whole new career, check out Indiana Tech.

Shayne Abrahams
Enrollment Manager

Find out more at indianatech.edu/CPS.

Now open in Louisville. Call Todd at 502.708.2363 for classes forming now.
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After Home Show SPECIAL!!

Normally $415.00 now $375.00*
until March 24th, 2012

Offer valid thru March 24th, 2012. Offer not valid on past purchases and can not be combined with other offers.
* Applies to standard 32 x 80 or 36 x 80 black door. Does not include tax, installation or odd sizes.

Call us today for a free consultation or visit
our showroom!

Monday - Friday 9-5 Saturday 10-2
969-6446

5400 Preston Hwy
www.ironcraftersco.com

A $40.00
Savings!

ALLEGRO SECURITY
STORM DOOR

! 16 Gauge Steel
! Double Cylinder Deadbolt
! Tamper Resistant Hinges
! Powder Coated Finish
! Optional Stainless Steel Screens
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