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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

GREENUP A former corrections officer at the
Greenup County Detention Center will spend
the next 10 years behind bars for selling drugs
to inmates.
Greenup Circuit Judge Bob Conley on

Thursday rejected Causetta Michelle Tackett’s
tearful plea for probation and sentenced her to
the term of incarceration she agreed to accept
when she pleaded guilty last month to first-de-
gree drug trafficking and first-degree promot-
ing contraband.
Conley sentenced Tackett, 34, to 10 years on

the trafficking charge and five years on the
contraband count, with the terms to run con-
currently. Both terms are the maximums for
those offenses. 
Prior to the judge pronouncing sentence,

Tackett apologized to the court and her former
co-workers. She also begged Conley to consider
placing her on probation rather than sending
her to prison.
“I’ve got a 9-year-old daughter who really
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GREENUP An Ashland man on Thursday
pleaded guilty to robbing a Greenup County
hotel this past fall.
In so doing, Brian T. Batey, 40, of  the 2200

block of  Sanders Road, agreed to accept a 22-
year prison sentence, Greenup Assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Melvin Leonhart said.
Batey was indicted in January on charges of

first-degree robbery, possession of a handgun
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ASHLAND When Elsie Clark
took the job in the Paul Blaz-
er High School cafeteria in
1978, her main duty for the
first few weeks was washing
up.
She was the new worker

and just like everyone else,
she had to start with the
grungy jobs and work her
way up.
By the time she started

thinking about retirement,
Clark was one of the most val-
ued workers in Blazer’s food
service department and her
boss had to use her persuasive
powers to keep her on for a
while. “I asked her to stay and
just be a cashier,” said Jo
Williams, who was then the
food service director for Ash-
land schools. “She was one of
the most dependable staff

members I had ... She was a
good cook. She knew the reg-
ulations by heart.
“She was so pleasant to

work with and students love

her.”
Clark is retiring for real

now, 34 years after washing
her first dish at Paul Blazer.
She spent her entire career at

the same school. Her elder
daughter Barbara Payne was
a senior then and her
younger daughter Carolyn
Slactoff was just starting ele-
mentary school.
She had taken time off

from the workaday world to
be a stay-at-home mother and
it was time to get back to the
grind.
School cafeteria work can

be tough, she said, but three
and a half  decades of  work-
ing around kids has made it a
pleasure. “I’ve seen a lot of
kids, and I still have some of
them come up to me on the
street and ask if  I’m still at
school,” she said.
She still works the cash

register during lunch, but
that’s not all she does. In the
morning she makes salads,
chicken salad sandwiches

By SHANNON MILLER 
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ASHLAND The Ashland Board of
City Commissioners gave first read-
ing to an ordinance adopting a false
alarm policy against intentional,
unwarranted and false alarms at a

meeting Thursday evening.
The adoption of this policy was

suggested by McGrath Consulting,
who conducted a review and as-
sessment on the Ashland Fire De-
partment last fall. The goal is for
the policy to act as a deterrent — to
discourage citizens from triggering

false alarms, but also to encourage
that alarm systems be kept in
working order, said Fire Chief Scott
Penick. Also, he hopes the number
of false alarms will go down to pro-
mote the safety of citizens.
“Every time the truck goes out

the door it puts people in jeopardy.

People scramble to get out of the
way,” Penick said. “This is just an-
other step for the prevention bu-
reau to provide a better service to
citizens.”
The national average for false

alarms is 12 percent, but the num-
ber of false alarms in Ashland is

around 13 or 14 percent. Penick said
he hopes the number of false
alarms will go down to the national
average or lower.
One false or intentional alarm

will not be penalized, Penick said,
but after two false alarms in a 12-
month period, a warning letter will
be mailed to the owner. If there is a
third offense, the owner will be
fined.

False fire alarms targeted
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Kentucky State Police Post 14 Commander Capt. Merrell Harrison speaks at the Click It Or Ticket media kickoff Thursday at
the Ashland riverfront. More than 20 agencies were represented at the meeting. The campaign begins Monday.
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Serving a bunch for lunch
Clark retiring after 34 years in same school cafeteria
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Elsie Clark is retiring from the Paul Blazer High School cafete-
ria after 34 working years.

City commissioners give ordinance first reading

Batey, 40, agrees to 
22-year sentence
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for probation
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ON THE TRACK ATTACK
Area athletes compete at state / PAGE B1

Raceland’s 
Connor Messer
competed in the
hurdles event 
in Louisville.


