
Lexington landowner Burgess Carey’s con-
troversial plan to open a facility in Fayette
County that would include hiking and moun-
tain bike trails, along with a canopy tour over
the Boone Creek Gorge, also includes areas of
Clark County.
Boone Creek Outdoors would stretch across

southern portions of Fayette and Clark coun-
ties. It also would include a children’s activity
center, a ropes course and limited camping, ac-
cording to its operational management plan.
The entrance to the facility would be at 8291
Old Richmond Road, off
the Clay’s Ferry exit of In-
terstate 75.
Carey’s plan is to de-

velop additional activities
from the canopy tour, and
the tour would provide the
management resources
necessary to maintain
them.
In January, the Fayette

County Board of Adjust-
ments rejected Carey’s re-
quest for a conditional use
permit to operate the facil-
ity, mainly because of the
canopy tour. Board mem-
bers deemed the proposed
zip line to be an amuse-
ment park ride, and the
entire facility to be an amusement park, which
would violate county ordinances, Carey said.
If zoning issues are not worked out in

Fayette County, Carey would look to redesign

the canopy tour to be strictly on the Clark
County side, he said during a recent tour of the
property.
The original tour would begin near the facil-

ity entrance and cross back and forth between
Fayette and Clark counties. Under a modified
plan, Carey said, “we can still highlight all the
things I’m talking about, just logistically it
doesn’t work as easily.”
“But what we would do in that case is proba-

bly have the guests come down to (a point) ...
and then cross a pedestrian bridge ... over to
the Clark County side, and then at that point,
be on the tour over on the Clark County side,”
he said.
For any or all of the recreational activities to

operate in Clark County, Boone Creek Outdoors

would have to apply for a conditional use per-
mit through the Winchester-Clark County
Board of Adjustments, said Rhonda Cromer, di-
rector of planning and development. A condi-
tional use permit allows the local community,
through public hearings, to permit special uses
of land that are not normally allowed.
If the canopy tour was moved entirely to the

Clark side, the county would receive all of that
tax revenue. Nancy Turner, executive director
of the Winchester-Clark County Tourism Com-
mission, brought up this possibility at a recent
tourism commission meeting and was met with
positive response.
“I would love to see this work. This would be

wonderful,” Turner said at the meeting.
See TOUR, A3
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Blackfish owner’s Easter cantata to be

performed in Lexington — B1

CIRCUIT COURT

Convicted murderer Jeffrey Clem
accepted his 20-year prison sen-
tence for killing Wilburn Banks, but
Banks’ family had the last word.
In a rare move, Banks’ daughter

Star Barker asked to speak to Clem
before he returned to jail. After the
sentence was imposed, Barker was
allowed to confront her father’s
killer.
Clem, 52, pleaded guilty in Feb-

ruary to shooting and killing Banks
in his home on Aug. 18, 2010.
“It is impossible to know the feel-

ing that comes with a loss like
that,” her aunt Cheryl Doyle read
from the statement because she
said Barker, who stood at her side,
was too emotional. “It is unimagin-
able unless you’ve been there. As
for you, Jeffrey Clem, my feelings
are very simple: hate and anger.
You have taken more from me than
you could imagine. Every time I
came to court and had to look at

you, it sickened me.
“You shot him three times. That

shows you wanted to kill him. I
wish my dad had a gun so he
could’ve protected himself so he
could be here with us... and your
ashes could be sitting in someone
else’s house like his are in our
home. I hope you burn in hell. God
help your family.
“Willie may not have made the

best choices in his life, but choos-
ing you as a friend was one of the
worst.”

After standing response-
less as the two women read,
Clem spoke.
“May I say something?” he

said.
Clark Circuit Judge William

Clouse turned to Barker and
Doyle, and asked if they
wanted to hear from Clem.
They shook their heads no,
and Clouse did not allow
Clem to speak.
When Clem pleaded guilty

in February, he told Clouse that the
two got into an argument, and he
shot and killed Banks.
“I didn’t mean to,” Clem said in

February.
While it is not un-

heard of for victims
to confront the sus-
pects during sentenc-
ing hearings, it is a
very rare occurrence.
Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney
Charles Johnson said
no one had ever
asked him for the op-
portunity before, and

said it was the first time he’s seen
victims confront the suspect in
years. 
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Family tells Clem: ‘I hope you burn in hell’
Killer of Wilburn Banks gets 20-year sentence 

By Fred Petke
The Winchester Sun

Jeffrey Clem

Emergency workers from the Clark
County Fire Department and Winchester
Fire-EMS had to use hydraulic rescue
tools to free a victim from a car at 6:30
p.m. Thursday. The wreck happened in
the westbound lane of Interstate 64 at the
94 exit bridge. The victim was transported
to Clark Regional Medical Center for
treatment. Further information was not
available at press time.
James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com

One hurt in
I-64 crash
Thursday

■ For a video
tour of the
property, go to
www.cen-
tralkynews.com
/winchestersun.
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Happy
trails?
Controversial outdoor
facility could mean
jobs, revenue for Clark

By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun
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Burgess Carey, owner of Boone Creek Outdoors, leads a group on a tour of the property recently.
Carey plans to open a facility on the property that would include hiking and mountain bike trails,
along with a canopy tour that would be the main attraction, top photo. The tour would feature
areas of Fayette and Clark counties. Carey, right photo, said he could rework the canopy tour to be
on the Clark County side of the property if zoning issues are not resolved with Fayette County offi-
cials. In that case, Clark County would receive all of the tax revenue from the tour. 
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