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SEES NEED FOR

PENMANSHIP

By ARTHUR DIXON

Letter writing in the old
days followed very much
the same line. The letter
writer would start out by
saying: "Dear Sir: I take
my pen in hand to write

ou a few lines to let you
know I am not feeling o
well . Hope you the same. "

The complimentary close
would be either "Respect-
fully Yours" or "Yours
Truly. "

Back when the writer went
to school penmanship was
one of the subjects taught.
It was one of the three R's,
"Readin', ritin' and rithme-ti- c.

" When we attended
business school in Louisville
in the early days, they
taught the Palmer method
of penmanship. Another
famous method of writing
was the Spencerian system.
And people could really
write in those days. Behold
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. I believe it was
written in the Spencerian
hand. We do not understand
why penmanship is not taught
in the schools any more. In
these days if anyone, espe-

cially a younger person,
starts to write, they print
instead of writing it in
script. Why?

Speaking of writing and
the old way of doing things
reminds us of somef friends
who formerly lived at Bur-di- ne

in this county--Unc- le

Reuben Anderson and his
wife, Aunt Ritter. When
a woman would write a
check, she would write the
husband's name and under
that she would say, "Writ-
ten by .

" But Aunt
Ritter, who was known by
the name of Rit, could
write a check and sign her
husband's name underneath
it and she would write,
"Wrote by Rit. "

Back in the days before

granulated sugar and other
fancy sweetening products
were on the market, the
early settlers in this part
of the country would either
raise cane molasses for
sweetening or extract ma-
ple syrup from the big su-

gar maple trees and boil
it down to a maple- - flavored
sugar. Most of the time,
however, they used molas-
ses. The maple syrup was
boiled down to a thick
syrup and poured in mugs
or tea cups and when hard,
was a real delicacy. Later
on when the big virgin ma-

ple forests were about gone,
they would take dark bown
sugar, boil it and add some
hickory bark which, inci-
dentally, gave it a maple
flavor. This is the same
way my mother made maple
cakes for us. With this ar-

ticle is a picture of how
the syrup was extracted from
the trees. After a hard
freeze in the spring of
the year, they would in-

sert an auger and bore a
hole in the tree a short dis-

tance from the bottom and
insert a tube of some kind,
usually from an elder bush,
and it would stick out far
enough for the maple wat-

er to drain in some kind of
container. This water was
then boiled down as noted

By JAMES RIDGEWAY

WASHINGTON -- - An oil boom in Southeast Asia
may well change the course of US involvement in
Indochina. Although little noticed in this country,
U.S. oil companies are exploring what some ex-

perts believe to be the biggest oil and natural gas
deposits in the world. They are located in the
ocean off the coasts of Cambodia, Thailand, Indo-

nesia and Australia. Negotiations are underway
for leasing oil lands off the coasts of South Vietnam
For the past year men and equipment have been
pouring into Singapore, headquarters for all exploi --

ation. There are about 6, 000 men there now.
Throughout the rest of the world, oil rigs have cut
off work, and steamed off to join the Southeast
Asian oil boom.

In 1969 six American companies began to explore
the area. According to Fortune, Tenneco, Stand-
ard Oil of California, Gulf, Continental, Union
Oil of California and British Petroleum each invested,
$2 million in exploratory research. While the
current area of intense exploration runs from Cam-
bodia on down to Australia, experts also are sur-

veying the China Sea. One report suggests that
the shallow subsoil between Japan and Formosa may
hold the world's richest oil and gas deposits, richer
than those of the Persian Gulf. This oil is of parti-
cular interest to Americans because it is low in
sulphur content. But most oil and gas discovered
would go to the energy market in Japan, where the
demand for oil and gas is rapidly expanding. The
demands in Japan are encouraging to the big inter-
national oil companies for it means that the Japan-
ese probably will not be able to provide much of
the needed oil through their own companies, and
must rely on combines instead.

loachim Joesteu reported in Weltwoche, "An oil
company spokesman declared, 'Compared to those
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A MODERN-DA- Y SUGAR TREE GIVES SYRUP

above.

There is a neglected little
cemetery near the mouth
of Dry Fork Creek in Let-
cher county, which contains
the remains of some of
the early inhabitants of
the county. Mrs. Siller
Brown started a move some
time ago to have this sa-

cred plot of ground cleaned
off, fenced, and a marker
placed in the cemetery in
honor of these old patri-
archs. Old Stephen Caudill,
the Revolutionary war sol-

dier, is buried there. His
wife, Sarah Adams Caudill,
and some of the family al-

so rest in the same place.
Among others are old John
0. Brown, the first school
teacher of Letcher county
and who married Elizabeth
Caudill, the daughter of
old Stephen Caudill. Eliz-

abeth is also buried there.
Mrs. Brown and the writer

have been trying to raise
funds to improve this sacred
burying ground, but so
far we have not been very
successful. Mrs. Thelma
Napier at the Bank of
Whitesburg is treasurer
of the cemetery fund, and
we would like for all you
descendants of these old
people, and there are
thousands of you in Let
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cher County, to come on
and give us a donation,
so this work can be com-
pleted. Later on we want
to try to get a historical
marker from the State to

placed on the highway
adjacent to the cemetery,
honoring Stephen Caudill,
who served in the Revolu-
tionary war from the line
of North Carolina.

Groschelle leaves
for federal position
Frank Groschelle, administra-

tor of the Kentucky Program De-

velopment Office, has resigned
to become director of Region IV
of the federal Department of
Health, and Welfare
in Atlanta, Ga. The region in-

cludes Kentucky.
Groschelle will be succeeded

by Joe Gray, Frankfort, deputy
director of KPDO for the past
several years.

Why are we in Vietnam?
of the Southeast Asian coasts, the Louisiana deposits
are like a postage stamp on an elephant's back. '

The American geologist James Gauntt who has
been exploring the South China Sea for 15 years,
estimates that in five years the oil fields off the
coast of Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia, South
Vietnam and Indonesia will produce 400 million
barrels a day, or more than the total present pro-
duction of the entire western world. "

US SPOKESMEN VIEW THIS SITUATION with a
certain imperial air. Here is a statement by
Phillip H. Trezise, assistant secretary of State; it
is quoted in Le Monde as proof of US intentions:
"The United States imports and exports enormous
quantities of energy products. We have a dominant
position in the world oil sector, and oil is far and
away the most important product in world trade.
Energy and energy supplying materials are basic to
national economies. No government of any sort
can overlook the place that sources of energy
occupy in its political and economic life ... If
we continue expanding at the present rate of five
per cent--th- e 1970 rate--o- ur crude oil needs for
1980 will be in the order of 24 million barrels a
day, a figure much greater than any previous
forecasts which anticipated a maximum of 20
million barrels a day. At present, pro-

duction is about 10 million barrels a day. There-
fore, it will be necessary either substantially to in-

crease domestic production or to import much
more crude oil than today . . . Although it would
be possible to decide that the United States could
supply its own needs or come close to doing so, we
know that such a decision would cause a signifi-
cant increase in oil prices. Will the American con-
sumer, who pays the duties, choose in favor of
much higher prices in order to be more or less
master of his own oil needs or in favor of consider-
ably increased imports and not much higher
prices? I think it will be decided to import more
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Letters
to the
Editor

Kingdom Come
To the Editor:

Hurrah! For the ball boys
at Kingdom Come Grade
School. They haven't lost
but one game this year so
far.

We sure have a nice bunch
of boys and girls at the school.
We also have real good teach-
ers and good principal, so
that helps to make a good
school.

I see they are beginning to
work some at our school. So
maybe the people won't get
fooled so bad as some of us
think we have already been
fooled. We just can't believe
it is true (that we are getting
a new school building) until
we see it going up.

Maybe I won't get to ex
that steak dinner Ruben Watts
promised me after all.

There isn't too much news
around Linefork these days,
except we've had a lot of wed-

dings, about 5 or 6 since the
first of the year.

There sure seems to be a lot
of sickness around.

I wish all the newlyweds a

lot of good luck.
We sure are glad to have

Mr. and Mrs. Daune Yontz
and their kids in our neighbor-
hood. They sure are nice
people.

I sure enjoy reading The
Mountain Eagle.

FITZHUGH HALCOMB
Linefork, Ky. 41833
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oil."
In 1969, the US Ambassador to Thailand said,

"A very significant matter may come about. No
one yet knows whether or not it will. It concerns
petroleum explorations in progress in the Gulf of
Thailand. It is being undertaken not only out-
ward from Thailand but also from Malaysia,
Indonesia, etc., but it is very important insofar as
Thailand is concerned, and six companies, of
which five are American, are exploring now and
apparently have high hopes of finding something.
If it works out, it certainly would be a new and
terribly important source of American investment
in this country. "

A FEW MONTHS AGO PRESIDENT THIEU signed
a law passed by the National Assembly granting
foreign oil companies the right to explore for oil
along the South Vietnamese coast. Taking into ac-

count this fact along with the statements quoted
above, Jacques DeCornoy recently wrote in
Le Monde, "Have the oilmen received firm auur-anc- es

from Washington of the United States' will-
ingness to 'hold' Indochina, in particular South
Vietnam? One would think so, in view of such
haste. For the companies began to put money in
even before President Nixon announced the
"Vietnamization" program. Moreover, Vietnam
is not the only country affected by this business.
Six months after the right-win- g Putsch in Phom-Pen- h,

four months after American troops intervened
in Cambodia, Cambodia -- Thai negotiations over
increased economic relations between the two
neighboring countries took place in Bangkok. The
negotiations surveyed the possibility of establish-
ing a common prospecthg program .. . Cambodian
-- Thai cooperation obviously is unthinkable with-
out relying on companies that employ modern
technology and that have vast capital resources,
and that are, therefore, foreign."


