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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Nate Spencer, 15, Hopkinsville
Nate Spencer says he

catches a lot of flak from
people who think he needs
a haircut. 

“Especially at school,” he
added.

Even his girlfriend, Ivy
Stokes, who attends North
Drive Middle School, made
him cut it once, he said.

It grows back though.
An eighth-grader at Hop-

kinsville
Middle
School,
Spencer
doesn’t see
a problem
with his ‘do,
but he says
his girl-
friend’s dad does.

Spencer said his best sub-
ject in school is social stud-

ies, but he enjoys skate-
boarding and hanging out
with his girlfriend more.

When asked what she
sees in her boyfriend, Ivy
replied, “He’s weird and ran-
dom.” 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

Pleading prayers
Churches protest pole 
dancing at Tenn-Tucky tavern.
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Have meth makers met their match?

BY NICK TABOR

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A St. Louis company has devel-
oped a nasal decongestant that
contains pseudoephedrine but

cannot function as an ingredient
in methamphetamine recipes, a
company spokeswoman said.

Another company based in Illi-
nois has a decongestant that pro-
duces roughly 50 percent less

meth than ordinary pseu-
doephedrine products. Both
drugs will likely hit the market
later this year.

Kentucky legislators will hear
a presentation about these kinds
of  products this summer, said
Rep. John Tilley, D-Hopkinsville.
The presentation could possibly
provoke a new bill in the 2013
General Assembly, Tilley said.

Pseudoephedrine is the only
ingredient common to all meth
recipes.

A bill the legislature passed

last week limits the amount of
pseudoephedrine consumers can
buy each month without a pre-
scription. Lawmakers could ex-
empt decongestants that don’t
work in meth recipes.

Alternatively, these new med-
ications could open the door for
stricter legislation. The state
could require a prescription for
all pseudoephedrine products ex-
cept those that don’t work in
meth recipes.

The St. Louis company, High-
land Pharmaceutical, received a

grant from the U.S. Department
of  Health and Human Services
to make medications available to
larger audiences. It has con-
verted medicines in pill form to
chewable tablets for elderly pa-
tients and has worked exten-
sively in veterinary products,
said spokeswoman Emilie
Dolan.

The company sent its decon-
gestant to three independent labs
to have it tested in meth recipes,

Two new decongestants
resist illegal conversion

SEE METH, PAGE A11

Eight and counting
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Debbie Finley, of Hopkinsville, reacts to a Kentucky basket in the second half at Wings & Rings. 

Sen. Paul tours tornado-ravaged mountain region
BY ROGER ALFORD

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON, Ky. — Communities that had
been littered with rubble and downed
trees after a deadly tornado outbreak are
now tidy, thanks in part to the thousands
of  volunteers who helped storm victims.

The twisted lumber, crushed cars, scat-
tered roofing shingles, broken furniture
and other debris that left communities

looking like a war zone have been hauled
away, leaving only the bare foundations
where homes once stood.

“It’s amazing to see what’s happened,”

said U.S. Sen. Rand Paul while touring tor-
nado-ravaged communities on Tuesday, a
month after the tornadoes hopscotched
across Kentucky’s mountain region. “We

can’t stop the force of  Mother Nature, but
it’s amazing to see people pull together
and repair their communities.”

The Bowling Green Republican has kept
a close watch on recovery efforts since last
month’s tornado outbreak killed at least
28 people in Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana.

Now the long-term recovery begins as
storm victims begin to rebuild and repair
more than 2,000 homes and businesses.

SEE PAUL, PAGE A11

Meth, synthetic
drug bills await
gov’s approval

BY NICK TABOR

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

State legislators passed a pair of  drug-related
bills at the end of  last week, just before this year’s
General Assembly effectively ended Friday.

A third bill that
stalled in the Senate
may go through
when the assembly
convenes for one
last time next week.

The two bills that
passed are House
Bill 481, introduced
by Rep. John Tilley,
D - H o p k i n s v i l l e,
which bans syn-
thetic drugs, and
Senate Bill 3, which
targets metham-
phetamine manu-
facturing by
limiting the amount
of  pseudoephedrine
consumers can buy
without prescrip-
tions.

The stalled bill, Senate Bill 4, would enact sev-
eral measures to reduce prescription drug abuse.

State Senate could pass 
painkiller bill next week

SEE DRUG, PAGE A11

“The victims are starting to rebuild their lives now.”

Albert Hale

Laurel County emergency management director n

“Politics is the
art of the doable.
And I don’t know
that anything
else was really
doable.”

Rep. John Tilley

D-Hopkinsville n

Local artist crafts piece commemorating UK championship 
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Wildcats return to Rupp with national title
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