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COLLEGE FOOTBALL n

Prospects eager   
to impress scouts
in East-West game

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.
(AP) — Goodbye spread of-
fense, hello pro-style attack.

Former NFL coaches
Brad Childress and Bobby
Ross have a good under-
standing of  what it takes for
college prospects to succeed
on the next level. They are
showing players in today’s
East-West Shrine all-star
game some things that will
help them showcase their
skills for scouts and others
evaluating their potential.

While many of  the play-
ers likely to be drafted
early in the NFL draft are
headed to Mobile, Ala., for
next week’s Senior Bowl,
the standouts that Chil-
dress and Ross have
worked with over the past
week are getting an oppor-
tunity to impress teams
that might consider select-
ing them in later rounds.

Northwestern quarter-
back Dan Persa is here. So
are Northern Illinois’ Chan-
dler Harnish and Florida’s
John Brantley, also hoping
to show where they stack up
in a draft class that’s almost
certain to be led in April by
likely No. 1 overall pick An-
drew Luck.

Receivers B.J. Cunning-
ham of  Michigan State and
Greg Childs of  Arkansas,
Boise State defensive line-
man Tyrone Crawford,
TCU linebacker Tank
Carder and cornerback
Justin Bethel of  tiny Pres-
byterian College are
among those trying to bol-
ster their stock as well.

“This is a huge game for
me. I can show that even
though I went to a little
school, I’m capable of  com-
peting at the highest level,”
Bethel said. “This is a week
to make my name, this and
the (NFL) combine. I feel
like I’m on a level playing
field. It doesn’t matter what
school you’re from out
there. If  you make a play,
people are going to notice.”

That’s what Childress
and Ross have in mind. Al-
though spread offenses
have become very popular
in the college game, pro
teams are interested in
finding out more about
how players might fit into
schemes they’re likely to be
asked to learn when they
wind up in NFL.

“Some of  these guys have
worked in offenses that
don’t necessarily translate
to what they’ll be doing in
the NFL. ... I’m a coach who
believes in the players
making the system, not the
system making the player.
The talent is going to shine
through,” Ross said.

“Nobody’s paying atten-
tion right now to any one
particular person. For the
guys who were the big guys
on their team, this is a little
bit of  a different deal. It’s a
little more like what they’ll
be seeing when they get in
a camp. The talent level
goes up. ... Our job is to put
in a base operation, then let
them perform. Let these
scouts evaluate them.”

“This is a huge
game for me. I
can show that
even though I
went to a little
school, I’m
capable of
competing at the
highest level.”

Justin Bethel
Presbyterian College cornerback n

TENNIS n

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Spain’s Rafael Nadal makes a return to Slovakia's Lukas Lacko during their third round match at the Australian Open tennis championship
Friday in Melbourne, Australia.

Nadal, Federer win; Isner ousted
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) —

Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer
are taking similar paths to a po-
tential semifinal matchup at the
Australian Open.

A rematch of  the women’s 2011
final is already in place, with de-
fending champion Kim Clijsters and
China’s Li Na winning Friday to set
up a meeting in the fourth round.

Meanwhile, the last U.S. man fell
out of  the tournament when No. 16
John Isner lost to Spaniard Feliciano
Lopez 6-3, 6-7 (3), 6-4, 6-7 (0), 6-1. It
marks the first time since the start
of  the Open Era in 1968 that no
American men have reached the
fourth round at the Australian Open.

Neither the four-time Australian
champion Federer nor 2009 title-
holder Nadal have dropped a set,
although Federer’s path was made
easier by a walkover win in the sec-
ond round. They are in the same
half  of  a Grand Slam singles draw
for the first time since 2005.

The longtime rivals played back-
to-back matches at Rod Laver Arena
on Friday. Nadal, his right knee still
taped from a recent injury, showed
no problems while moving briskly
around the court in a 6-2, 6-4, 6-2 win
over qualifier Lukas Lacko.

Federer then edged Ivo Karlovic
7-6 (6), 7-5, 6-3, saving a set point in
the tiebreaker with a scrambling
lob over the 6-foot-10 Croatian.
Nadal will face Lopez, and Federer
will play Australian teenager
Bernard Tomic on Sunday.

“He gave me a second serve and
gave me a slight chance,” Federer
said. “Might have had a little bit of
a lucky volley.”

Nadal had few dramas in his
match against Lacko. Over the
weekend, he felt a sharp pain in his
knee while sitting in his chair in
his hotel. He initially feared it
would cause him to withdraw from
the tournament.

Three matches later, Nadal says
“the knee is fine ... being in the
fourth round without losing a set,
it’s fantastic news.”

Isner was disappointed with the
outcome of  his match. The last
American to win the Australian
Open was Andre Agassi in 2003, his
third win in four years at Mel-
bourne Park.

“It’s very ugly, to be honest, to have
no one in the round of  16 ... very dis-
appointing, not a good effort from
the Americans,” Isner said. “We’ve
got to try to rectify that next time the

big tournaments roll around.”
No. 7 Tomas Berdych beat No. 30

Kevin Anderson of  South Africa 7-6
(5), 7-6 (1), 6-1 and will play No. 10
Nicolas Almagro of  Spain, who beat
21st-seeded Stanislas Wawrinka of
Switzerland 7-6 (2), 6-2, 6-4.

Philipp Kohlschreiber of  Ger-
many defeated Alejandro Falla of
Colombia 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 (3), 11th-seeded
Juan Martin del Potro beat Yen-Hsun
Lu of  Taiwan 6-2, 6-3, 6-0 and Tomic
defeated 13th-seeded Alexandr Dol-
gopolov of  Ukraine 4-6, 7-6 (0), 7-6 (6),
2-6, 6-3. Del Potro plays Kohlschreiber
in the fourth round.

Defending champion Novak
Djokovic and fourth-seeded Andy
Murray, who has lost in the final at
Melbourne Park the last two years,
play their third-round matches
today, with a Djokovic-Murray re-
play possible in the semifinal.

On the women’s side, top-seeded
Caroline Wozniacki has not dropped
a set in her quest for a first Grand
Slam title. She beat Monica
Niculescu of  Romania 6-2, 6-2 Friday,
and third-seeded Victoria Azarenka
defeated Mona Barthel 6-2, 6-4.

On their side of  the draw, Wozni-
acki could face Clijsters in the
quarterfinals. 


