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small incision here

Performing Minimally
Invasive Heart Bypass
Nepal Chowdhury, MD  
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Kentucky fans celebrate during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Vanderbilt in the championship
game of the 2012 Southeastern Conference tournament at the New Orleans Arena in New Orleans on Sunday. Vanderbilt
beat Kentucky 71-64. From left are Chelsea Griffin, Taylor Caswell, Brandie Griffin and Rachael Adams, all of Falmouth.
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How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A10

By MARK MAYNARD
The Independent

There are Blackbirds and Jackrab-
bits, Gaels and Racers.
Mountain Hawks, Titans and, of

course, Wildcats.
The three-week party that is March

Madness begins this week with most
everybody filling out a bracket to try
and win their NCAA tournament
pool. Sometimes it starts in the office,
sometimes it’s between friends.
But it’s become something almost

everybody does, whether they follow
college basketball religiously or not.
Yesterday was Selection Sunday,

when the NCAA unveiled the 68-team
field and who they will be playing in
the first round.
Some of the teams are just happy

to be there and some of them have an 

agenda that must end on the final
weekend of the season in New Or-
leans.
But make no mistake, it’s all big

business. Even illegal business.
The FBI estimates more than $2.5

billion is gambled on the NCAA tour-
nament, with only $80 million bet
legally through sports books in Ne-
vada. That means more than $2.4 bil-
lion in funds is gambled illegally —
some through bookies and some, yes,
in office pools.
Most office pool entry fees are $5 to

$20, and law enforcement isn’t likely

coming after everybody who runs or
participates in one. But they could.
College basketball fans in Ken-

tucky have reason to be excited about
the three weeks ahead. There is no
shortage of entries to cheer for with
Kentucky, Louisville, Murray State
and Western Kentucky among those
playing in the tournament.
Kentucky and WKU could even

meet on Thursday in Louisville if  the
Hilltoppers defeat Mississippi Valley
State (coached by former UK “Unfor-
getable” Sean Wood) in one of two
play-in games.
Louisville and Murray State are in

the West Region. Fourth-seeded
Louisville plays Davidson on Friday
in Portland and sixth-seed Murray
State meets Colorado State on Thurs-

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

IRONTON Guitarist Steve
Shelton knows bluegrass
music fans will drive to the
ends of  the Earth for a
good show, and he wants to
prove they will also come
to Ironton for it.
“When the people of

Huntington and Ashland
come to Ironton for this,
there’s going to be no
doubt about the value of
the Ro-Na theater,” said
Shelton, who is bringing
the Boxcars to Ironton for
a concert this month at
Ironton High School as
part of  an effort to help
people understand the riv-
er city can once again be-
come a destination.
“The Ro-Na is going to

be a little shining star
there,” said Shelton, who
grew up in nearby Coal
Grove and now calls Iron-
ton his home. “I believe the
city can hold onto it and
say it is something it can

hang its hat on.”
The Ro-Na theater reno-

vation project will create a
much-needed space for
concerts and other musi-
cal events, Shelton said,
with enough seats for a
good show, but without the
atmosphere of a nightclub
or the expenses of  a place
like Ashland’s Paramount
Arts Center.
“It’s not too big or too far

away,” he said.
In addition to concerts,

Shelton said he would love
to see the Ro-Na become a

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

ASHLAND Every year letters show up in the mailboxes
of promising high school students.
The envelopes are large, the language ornate. The in-

vitations, typically to weeklong conferences in Wash-
ington, D.C., promise demanding, intensive programs
that will prepare participants for leadership roles in
their adult lives.
The invitations suggest the student is one of an elite

few nominated for the honor and participation will be
an impressive addition to a college application. Some
say participants can receive college credit.
Invitations to such leadership conferences can be a

heady and tempting experience for students and their
parents as well. But the conferences come with a price
tag and some question their value.
Sally Melvin’s grandson received one a year or so ago.

The Wurtland Middle School student showed Melvin
the invitation and she immediately started brainstorm-
ing for ways to afford the multithousand-dollar confer-
ence.
“We thought it would be a great opportunity,” said

Melvin, who with her husband, Gerald, is raising the

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Independent

ARGILLITETrains of all sizes will be on dis-
play at the 29th annual Tri-State Model Rail-
road Show and Railroad Collectors Sale and
Swap on Saturday and Sunday at Greenbo
Lake State Resort Park.
Chris Lockwood, office manager at the

Collis P. Huntington Railroad Historical So-
ciety, said the big draw every year is the 71⁄2
inch gauge operating live steam train. Train
operators Joe Holbrook and Don Saager of
Lexington will give rides on the train.
“Big and small, everyone comes and rides

the train,” Lockwood said.
The steam train rides have been part of

the show for eight years.

The show will also feature model trains in
N, O, HO and G-gauge layouts along with
sales of  models and railroad memorabilia,
Lockwood said.
Last year, between 5,500 and 6,000 attend-

ed the show, and a similar turnout is expect-
ed for this year’s event, he said.
Many of those attending the event will be

families, Lockwood said. 

Saturdays often include visits from many
mothers, fathers and children, and Sundays
often include visits from grandparents and
their grandchildren, he said.
People will also come from outside the

Tri-State to attend the event, Lockwood
said. 
Many of the show participants come from

Bracket madness begins
It’s time to jump into the pool

In Sports
‰Kentucky No. 1 overall seed; a
bracket to have, hold and obsess
over 

A MODEL EVENT
Greenbo railroad show starts Saturday

Parents
should do
homework,
experts say

SUMMER ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMS

Concert to aid
restoration of
Ironton’s Ro-Na

“The Ro-Na is
going to be a little

shining star
there.”

Guitarist Steve Shelton,
promoter of Boxcars
show March 30 at
Ironton High School
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