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Members of the St. Romuald Lady Rebels Sixth Grade Girls Team are, from left, 
Amelia Barr, Paige Pollock, Haley Masterson, Taylor Hines, Abby Tivitt, Kalie 
Jarboe, Autumn Siler and Coach Paul Huffines. 

 Membersof the St. Romuald Rebels Sixth Grade Boys Team are, from left, front row, 
Zack Payne, Luke Bland, Will Bland,Jonathan Loughran. Second row, from left, Garrett 
West, Jacob Haycraft, Kollin Bland, Austin Phillips, Weston Glasscock, Logan Priest, 
Nathan Hinton, Logan Hardman. In the back is Coach B.J. Payne. 

Members of the Frederick Fraize Middle School Sixth Grade Boys Team are, front row, 
from left, John Fetch, Tristan Bishop, Clayton Thompson, Brett McCoy, Zayne Ray, 
Thomas Cliburn, Dylan Simmons. Second row from left, Garrett Bradley, Thomas Cli-
burn, Tyler Matthews, Avery Owens, Austin Allen, Dylan Flake and Xander Jennings. 
Not pictured, Coaches Michael Dubree and Michael Simmons. 

FRANKFORT, March 12, 
1912 is an important date in 
the history of the restoration 
and management of fi sh and 
wildlife resources in Ken-
tucky. One hundred years ago 
today, the Kentucky General 
Assembly created the Ken-
tucky Game and Fish Com-
mission, an agency funded by 
license sales, with a non-par-
tisan board of citizens chosen 
by Gov. James B. McCreary. 

Today, a commission still 
helps guidance fi sheries and 
wildlife management in Ken-
tucky. 

“The Fish and Wildlife 
Commission is a unique and 
effective system that pro-
vides oversight and guidance 
for the department,” said Dr. 
Jon Gassett, commissioner of 
the Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources. 
“It has a proven track record 
of resource management suc-
cess since its inception.” 

The commission’s leader-
ship has been critical to the 
restoration and management 
of Kentucky’s fi sh and wild-
life resources. In 1944, the 
commission expanded from 
four members to nine. The 
members of this board are 
nominated by licensed hunt-
ers and anglers in nine sepa-
rate districts, and are sub-
sequently appointed by the 
governor. The commission 
makes major policy decisions 
with input from the agency’s 
leadership and staff biolo-
gists. 

One hundred years ago, 
fi sh and wildlife resources 
in Kentucky and all across 
America were at historic 
lows, and reeling from com-
mercial exploitation. Conser-
vation had emerged as a so-
cial and political movement 
in America, led by sport hunt-
ers, who decried the devastat-
ing losses of wildlife caused 
by market hunters those who 
hunted for profi t. As sport 
hunters organized to protect 
lands from market hunting, 
they developed codes of con-
duct and ethics and promoted 
the concept of fair chase. 

Passage of the Lacey Act 
in 1900, the fi rst federal law 
protecting wildlife, made it 
illegal to take, transport, pos-
sess or sell illegally taken 
game. The landmark legis-
lation essentially outlawed 
market hunting in America. 
Soon thereafter, the Kentucky 
General Assembly began 
passing state laws to further 
protect wildlife in the state. 

On March 22, 1902, the 
Kentucky General Assembly 
established the fi rst hunting 
license in Kentucky. In 1904, 
game wardens fi rst appeared, 
appointed by county judges, 
to enforce fi sh and game 
laws, sharing in a percentage 
of the fi nes paid by convicted 
violators. 

The restoration and man-
agement of native species 
accelerated in the decades 
after the creation of the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources in 1952. 
The commission passed 
regulations, approved by the 
Kentucky General Assembly, 
which benefi tted both game 
and non-game species. They 
voted to enhance the enforce-
ment of wildlife and boat-
ing laws, approved manage-
ment strategies for the state’s 
lakes and rivers, approved 
the building of fi sh hatcher-
ies to produce bass, catfi sh, 
muskellunge, walleye and 
other fi shes for stocking, and 
helped landowners improve 
their lands for fi sh and wild-
life habitat.   

Utilizing television, radio 
and magazine stories, and 
later digital and social me-
dia, the department began to 
showcase its programs to the 
state’s hunters and anglers, 
providing a mix of informa-
tion and education. With the 
commission’s approval, the 
department built and opened 
summer camps to teach 
youths about the outdoors, 
introduced fi sh and wildlife 
management to school cur-
riculums, passed on the heri-
tage of archery and shooting 
sports, acquired land for pub-
lic fi sh and wildlife-related 
recreation, and built boat 
ramps to access to the state’s 
public waterways. 

Another federal law that 
continues to have profound 
impact on wildlife manage-
ment efforts is Federal Aid 
in Wildlife Restoration Act 
of 1937, commonly called 
the Pittman-Robertson Act. 

It created a stable fund-
ing source for states to halt 
the unsustainable harvest of 
wildlife, prevent the destruc-
tion of habitat, and bring back 
many species from the brink 
of extinction. 

The Pittman-Robertson 
Act, which celebrates its 
75th anniversary this month, 
helped create the most suc-
cessful model for wildlife 
management in the world, 
and is arguably America’s 
greatest conservation story. 

Through the decades in 
Kentucky, Pittman-Rob-
ertson funds were used to 

acquire habitat, bring back 
native wildlife species, pay 
for disease surveillance, and 
other research and invento-
ries important to population 
monitoring and management. 
All these success stories were 
overseen by the Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion. 

Today, fi sh and wildlife 
management efforts in Ken-
tucky are nationally rec-
ognized, and fi shing, hunt-
ing and wildlife-related 
recreation has become a ma-
jor component to Kentucky’s 
tourism industry.

A century of fish and wildlife restoration 
and management in Kentucky

Walleye fishing is very popular in Kentucky in the month 
of March. 


