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Famous Hand
BY steve Becker
West dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ K 7 5
♥ J 9 2
♦ J 9 7 3 2
♣ Q 5

WEST	 EAST
♠ A J 10 6 2 ♠ 8 4 3
♥ 6 4 ♥ 8 7 3
♦ 10 ♦ K Q 8
♣ K 8 6 3 2 ♣ J 10 9 4

SOUTH
♠ Q 9
♥ A K Q 10 5
♦ A 6 5 4
♣ A 7

The bidding:
West	 North	 East	 South
Pass Pass Pass 1 ♥
1 ♠ 2 ♥ Pass 4 ♥
Opening lead -- ten of 
diamonds.

Bridge is not really that 
difficult a game -- if you put 
your mind to it. The trouble 
with many players is that 
they don't think things 
through, and all too often 
they discover after a hand 
is over that they overlooked 
a comparatively simple bid 

or play.
Consider this deal from 

a pairs contest played many 
years ago in Los Angeles. The 
final contract at most tables 
was four hearts by South, 
and at practically every table 
the outcome was down one 
after the ten-of-diamonds 
opening lead.

Declarer covered the 
ten with the jack and took 
East's queen with the ace. 
After drawing three rounds 
of trumps, South returned 
the six of diamonds. West 
showed out, and East, 
holding the Q-8 of diamonds 
over dummy's 9-7, won the 
six with the eight and shifted 
to a club. Declarer had no 
choice but to play low on the 
club even though West was 
marked with the king for his 
overcall. So South ended up 
losing a spade, two diamonds 
and a club for down one.

At one table, however, 
declarer (Meyer Schleifer) 
made the contract. Exercising 
his customary wizardry, 
Schleifer ducked the ten of 
diamonds in dummy and 

then allowed the ten to hold 
the trick!

As a result of this 
extraordinary play, the 
contract could not be 
defeated. West could do no 
better than shift to a trump, 
and after drawing three 
rounds of trumps, Schleifer 
played the ace and another 
diamond.

East won with the king 
and returned a club, but 
school was out. Schleifer 
went up with the ace, 
crossed to dummy with a 
diamond, discarded his club 
loser on the fifth diamond 
and conceded a spade to the 
ace -- making four.

Ducking the ten of 
diamonds is clearly the 
right play. West's lead must 
be either a singleton or 
from the 10-8 doubleton. In 
either case, nothing can be 
lost by retaining dummy's 
jack and then, after East 
produces the eight, holding 
up the ace. The double-
duck might be ingenious, 
but it is also dictated by the 
circumstances.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JAcQUeLINe BIGAr
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Taurus and a Moon in 
Leo if born before 4:02 p.m. 
(PST). Afterward, the Moon 
will be in Virgo. 

HAPPY	BIRTHDAY	for	
Monday,	April	30,	2012:

This year, do not take 
offers or good will for granted. 
People will need feedback 
more than they have in the 
past. You could discover that 
you missed an opportunity 
or a friendship has soured. 
If you are single, a potential 
long-term relationship 
could appear. Be grateful 
rather than critical. If you 
are attached, work on your 
appreciation for each other. 
Your bond will grow stronger 
as a result. VIRGO makes 
it clear how he or she feels 
about you.

The Stars Show the Kind of 
Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 
4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-
so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 

19) ★★★★ Move quickly with 
the rising sun. The results 
will be far better than if you 
were to wait. Realize you 
cannot satisfy some people, 
especially one person you 
consider difficult. Confusion 
sets in later today. You'll need 
to sort through information 
to find a resolution. Tonight: 
Vanish while you can.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★★ Fatigue might be 
dulling some of your innate 
resourcefulness. Once you 
energize and become more 
resilient, you will discover 
how much you have to offer. 
Time works with you today. A 
misunderstanding involving 
a meeting time is possible. 
Confirm now rather than 
later. Tonight: A loved one is 
calling.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Listen to everyone's 
feedback. Each person wants 
to put in his or her two cents. 
The problem is that you need 
a reality-based approach. A 
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child or loved one could be 
overwhelming you with his 
or her needs. You might want 
to avoid this person for now. 
Tonight: Head home.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) ★★★ You easily could go 
overboard and not be able 
rein yourself in. Stop trying 
to please everyone else. In 
the afternoon, you'll initiate 
a long-overdue conversation. 
News that comes to you could 
be distorted. Be a fact-finder. 
Tonight: Out and about.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ You can get nearly 
anything rolling. The issue 
might be figuring out what to 
do with your powerful energy. 
If you have no answer, just 
enjoy the day. Others seem 
to be in harmony with you. 
Later today, you might feel 
that a frivolous indulgence is 
in order. Why not? Tonight: 
Go for the moment.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) ★★★★ You might want 
to rethink a decision in the 
morning. You could feel 
restricted or cramped in 
some manner. Your best bet is 
not to act until midafternoon 
or later, when your energy is 
likely to change. You will feel 
better. Tonight: Exercise your 
free will.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ You have an exactitude 
that not only impresses others 
but also encourages you to 
take action. If you can do just 
that before midafternoon, do 
so. Later on, your creativity 
and imagination will soar. 
Tonight: Do your own thing.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★ Know that others 
are watching you; whether 
they approve will make little 
difference. You still are likely 
to do what you want. Your 
creativity surges by late 
afternoon in a brainstorming 
session or from surfing the 
Web. Don't hold yourself 
back. Tonight: Catch up on a 
friend's news. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) ★★★★ You wish 
you could take off, and you 
just might if an opportunity 
opens up. Your mind focuses 
on yonder places and people, 
or maybe you just want to 
book a flight to an exotic 
spot. By late afternoon, you'll 
remember everything you 
should have done. Tonight: 
Working late.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) ★★★★ You might want 
to iron out an agreement 
or situation with a partner. 
There is no reason to think 
you can't. You might want 
to initiate the first step, as 
you are more serious and/
or determined. The tone 
lightens up as the day passes 
to night. Tonight: Whatever 
makes you happy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) ★★★★★ Deal directly 
with a friend or loved one. The 
problem might be finding a 
quiet, secluded space where 
the two of you can talk. Others 
simply want to be around 
you; they cannot get enough 
of you. Be flattered instead 
of frustrated. Tonight: Spend 
time with a special person.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★★ Defer to others, 
and understand that you 
need to handle a matter 
differently. Focus on what 
you can accomplish. By 
late afternoon, a sense of 
creativity will come over 
you and reveal many more 
options than you even 
thought possible. Tonight: 
Sort through invitations, 
then decide.

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.

Yesterday's answer


