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THRIFT STORE | Several people, businesses donating items for sale
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AUDIT | Farmer reportedly had employees construct basketball court
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Recipients of the 2012 Envision Awards pose together after Thursday’s reception in their honor. 
Pictured are Larry Perkins, left, on behalf of the Franklin County School System for Hearn Elemen-
tary, Betty Burriss, superintendent of Frankfort Transit System, Jim Call on behalf of Riverview 
Trail/City of Frankfort, Paul Mauer on behalf of the First United Methodist Church’s Wesley Center, 
and Joe and John Dunn for the McClure Building.

than 200 attendees shows a 
stunning disregard for the 
difficulties faced by Kentuck-
ians who work for a living,” 
Edelen said in a statement.

Farmer, who held office 
from 2004 to 2011, reported-
ly had state employees con-
struct a basketball court at 
his home and move a gun 
safe from his garage to his 
basement, the audit found. 
Employees also drove Farm-
er on shopping and hunting 
trips, including an instance 
where he asked an employ-
ee to leave a training course 
early to drive him to an out-
door sportsman’s store in 
southern Indiana.

During one hunting trip at 
an unidentified magistrate’s 
farm early during Farmer’s 
tenure, the former commis-
sioner shot a doe while in the 
passenger seat of his state-
issued vehicle and told the 
driver, a merit employee in 
the department, to cut and 
bag the doe’s back straps and 
tenderloins, the audit says.

Farmer told employees he 
was commissioner 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, and 
workers were under the im-
pression that they were on 
the clock while accompany-
ing him on trips, personal or 
work-related, the audit says.

The report also brings 
up questionable use of state 
property and funds. Farm-

er apparently gave his fam-
ily gift baskets comprised 
of items purchased by the 
department and promo-
tional samples donated by 
Kentucky Proud vendors; 
bought two refrigerators, in-
cluding one his ex-wife used 
at her workplace; and pur-
chased two 60-inch TVs, one 
of which was mounted in his 
office, for more than $4,000.

The department paid $60 
for expedited shipping so the 
TVs would arrive in time for 
the 2010 NCAA men’s bas-
ketball tournament, staff 
told auditors.

Farmer also had rooms 
registered under employees’ 
names to put his family in 
hotels during the Kentucky 

State Fair in 2009 and 2010 
and SASDA conference in 
2008, the audit found. 

“The report paints a clear 
picture of an administration 
that had no qualms about 
treating taxpayer resources 
as its own,” Edelen said in a 
statement.

 “The former commis-
sioner had state employ-
ees on state time take him 
hunting and shopping, mow 
his yard, build a basketball 
court in his backyard and 
even chauffeur his dog. 

“He showered himself 
with gifts and office equip-
ment and rewarded friends 
with jobs. These are just 
some of the documented 
abuses that should outrage 

every Kentuckian.”
Edelen performed the au-

dit at the request of current 
Agriculture Commissioner 
James Comer, who took of-
fice in January. In a state-
ment, Comer called the re-
view “a serious and neces-
sary step” to restoring confi-
dence in the department. 

“I appreciate the audi-
tor’s commitment to this 
cause, and I hope we’ve set 
the standard for bipartisan 
cooperation in the interest 
of better government for all 
Kentuckians,” he said.

The report will be for-
warded to Attorney General 
Jack Conway, the Executive 
Branch Ethics Commission, 
IRS, state Department of 

Revenue, Office of Inspector 
General of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Per-
sonnel Board, according to a 
press release.

A team of seven audi-
tors reviewed thousands of 
documents such as emails, 
invoices, timesheets, travel 
vouchers, reports and inter-
viewed more than 50 people, 
including current and for-
mer department staff, Ken-
tucky Proud vendors and 
Farmer’s ex-wife, the release 
says.

Farmer declined to be in-
terviewed.

Edelen and Comer an-
nounced the audit’s findings 
at a 10 a.m. press conference 
today at Edelen’s office.

Burris updated bus routes 
to make them more user-
friendly and she worked 
to get new alternative-fuel 
buses, build new bus shel-
ters around Frankfort, and 
add bicycle racks to the bus-
es, according to EFC. 

First United Methodist 
Church at 211 Washington 
St. was honored for its in-
vestment into a $5 million 
expansion, which was com-
pleted in 2006. The expan-
sion created space for church 
offices, a kitchen, daycare, 
multipurpose room, perfor-

mance hall and basketball 
court/gym. 

EFC honored the church 
for sticking to its down-
town roots “at a time when 
many large churches have 
abandoned their original 
locations and bought large 
tracts of property far outside 
the urban area.  The proj-
ect showed that they could 
develop a very useful space 
within a relatively small ar-
ea,” said a statement from 
EFC.  

Hearn Elementary at 300 
Copperleaf Boulevard was 
awarded for having a loca-
tion accessible to existing 

and future subdivisions, 
and River Trail/Frankfort 
Department of Parks, Rec-
reation & Historic Sites and 
Walk-Bike Frankfort were 
honored for its work on the 
walking/biking paths off 
Wilkinson Boulevard. When 
completed, the paths will 
connect Cove Spring Park, 
Buffalo Trace Distillery and 
several neighborhoods. 

Envision Franklin County 
is an organization that pro-
motes a “healthy, beautiful, 
and thriving community 
among people, the land and 
future generations.”
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It’ll be open for business 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
and 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day.

Donors l i ke E lder-
Beerman, Buffalo Trace, a 
health store in Georgetown 
and people in the communi-
ty have filled the interior with 
vintage clothing, an antique 
hickory bench, seats fash-
ioned from bourbon barrels, 
books, entertainment cen-
ters and other merchandise.

The store is accepting vin-
tage clothing, phones, bed-
ding, linens, fully uphol-
stered and stain-free furni-
ture, rugs, jewelry, toys and 
other items. It won’t take au-
tomotive products, TVs, child 
car seats, exercise equip-
ment, mattresses, hide-a-bed 
sofas and computers, among 
other things.

While most items will 
have set prices, Kent is con-
sidering a reserve sheet for 
bids on high-end pieces, like 
the antique bench made by 
Old Hickory Furniture Com-
pany and donated by Buf-
falo Trace. Window shop-
pers have already offered 
hundreds for the bench, she 
said.

“If someone wants some-
thing bad enough, they’re 
willing to pay a little more 
for it than what it’s valued at 
and also know that that mon-

ey’s going to the shelter,” Kent 
said.

Some donors gave beyond 
merchandise. Inside Out De-
sign designed the store’s in-
terior; a recently closed gift 
shop in Corbin donated shelv-
ing; Sherwin-Williams donat-
ed paint; and Lowe’s donated 
paint, flatbed carts and fire 
extinguishers, among others 
who gave to the store.

The city has also offered to 
give Kent a heads up when it 
issues a demolition permit, 
including contact informa-
tion for contractors on the 
job, so volunteers can possi-
bly salvage and resell some 
architectural material that 
would otherwise wind up in 

the landfill.
“There’s fixtures, there’s 

hardware, there’s doors and 
windows that are in good 
condition that could be re-
used on new construction or 
for someone who’s rehabili-
tating a property,” said Maya 
DeRosa, the city’s planning 
supervisor. 

Some have asked if the city 
handles architectural sal-
vage, DeRosa said, and she’s 
already forwarded a few his-
toric rehabilitators looking for 
quality material to Kent.

The Franklin County Hu-
mane Society sees a lot of po-
tential in New Leash on Life, 
which will also host a bake 
sale during Saturday’s open-

ing.
D’Arcy Robb, spokes-

woman for the Humane 
Society, said since the 
shelter’s euthanasia rate 
has dropped from 60 per-
cent in 2010 to 11 percent 
in the final months of 2011, 
it needs funds to care for a 
growing number of dogs 
and cats.

The shelter operates on 
a roughly $400,000 budget, 
half of which is provided 
by the city and county. A 
March fundraiser brought 
in $8,000, Robb said.

“We’ve been trying 
to get really creative in 
terms of our fundraising, 
and I think this is a really 
unique idea that Michelle 
has,” she said. “There’s 
nothing else quite like it in 
the area.”

Kent, who got the idea 
from a similar operation 
during a visit to Hawaii, 
hopes more volunteers 
help as the store gets es-
tablished. The more hours 
volunteered, the more 
money the shelter collects 
through one of its grants, 
she said.

“So they’re not only 

helping themselves by be-
ing rewarded by the volun-
teer time, it’s helping us raise 
more funds for the shelter as 
far as grant money goes,” 
Kent said.

Volunteers are needed to 
pick up and sort donations 
as well as help run the store 
during business hours, she 
said.

A box truck would also 
come in handy for donation 
pickups, she said, and porta-
ble adoptions could be held 
during shopping hours as 
the store becomes more es-
tablished. 

With the opening date 

fast approaching, Kent has 
mixed emotions. She’s kind 
of anxious, but she’s looking 
forward to 7 a.m. Saturday. 

“Over the last year or so 
since I very first had the idea, 
there’s been little things that 
may pop into my mind only 
for a second that makes me 
think, ‘This may be more 
than I can handle,’” Kent 
said. 

“But everything has fall-
en into place, so I know it’s 
meant to be.”

To volunteer or schedule a donation 
pickup, call 502-352-2229 or email 
newleashonlifefchs@gmail.com.
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Old books sit on a shelf at New Leash on Life, a thrift and architec-
tural salvage resale store, on Broadway. 

Old doors sit outside the shop.

Decorative jars will be for sale.

Volunteer Brenda Lyen hangs hats she donated that used to belong to her mother.


