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The Independent, Ashland, Ky., on voter fraud:

It is a story that is all too familiar in Ken-
tucky politics, and it is way past time that 
it has come to an end.

Why is it that every time there are 
countywide elections in this state people in-
variably get charged and convicted of vote 
fraud?

The latest chapter in this too long, shameful 
story was written recently when three Breathitt 
County residents pleaded guilty in a vote-buy-
ing conspiracy during the 2010 primary elec-
tion in the county. ...

The three guilty pleas bring to seven the 
number who have either pleaded guilty or been 
convicted in the case. ...

If this story sounds familiar, it is because it 
is. Every time the names county officials have 
been on the ballot in recent years, people ei-
ther have been convicted of or pleaded guilty 
to attempting to disrupt democracy by rig-
ging the results. The names of the officials and 
the counties where they did their misdeeds 
change, but the “tradition” of dishonest elec-
tions in Kentucky continues. Most of the time, 
the misdeeds occur in the primary, because 
with fewer people voting it is easier to rig the 
results, and in many counties, the winner of 
the primary is assured victory in November. 
Most of the time the convictions have been for 
misdeeds in elections in rural counties in east-
ern Kentucky.

Kentucky is the butt of countless jokes be-
cause of its long record of election fraud. Those 
jokes are not the least bit funny because they 
hit too close to the truth.

For many years, getting a conviction for 
election fraud was nearly impossible in Ken-
tucky because vote-buying was such a part of 
the political tradition that people saw nothing 
wrong with it. Those days are gone, and con-
victions now are almost commonplace. Maybe 
someday our politicians will lean their lesson 
and simply allow voters to freely decide the 
outcome of elections.

Vote fraud 
is rampant

other views around kentucky

A round noon on Saturday, 
Nov. 23, 1963, almost exactly 
24 hours after the assassina-
tion in Dallas, while the pres-

ident’s casket lay in the East Room of 
the White House, Arthur Schlesinger, 
John Kennedy’s kept historian, con-
vened a lunch at Washington’s Occi-
dental restaurant with some other ad-
ministration liberals. Their purpose 
was to discuss how to deny the 1964 
Democratic presidential nomination 
to the new incumbent, Lyndon John-
son, and instead run a ticket of Attor-
ney General Robert Kennedy and Sen. 
Hubert Humphrey. 

This example of the malignant mal-
ice of some liberals against the presi-
dent who became 20th-century liber-
alism’s most consequential adherent 
is described in Robert Caro’s “The Pas-
sage of Power,” the fourth and, he in-
sists, penultimate volume in his “The 
Years of Lyndon Johnson,” which when 
completed will rank as America’s most 
ambitiously conceived, assiduously re-
searched and compulsively readable 
political biography. The new volume 
arrives 30 years after the first, and its 
timing is serendipitous: Are you seek-
ing an antidote to current lamenta-
tions about the decline of political 
civility? Immerse yourself in Caro’s 
cringe-inducing catalog of humili-
ations, gross and petty, inflicted on 
Johnson by many New Frontiersmen, 
and with obsessive hatred by Robert 
Kennedy. 

Caro demonstrates that when, at 
the Democrats’ 1960 Los Angeles con-
vention, John Kennedy selected John-
son, an opponent for the nomination, 
as his running mate, Robert Ken-
nedy worked with furious dishonesty 
against his brother, trying to convince 
Johnson to decline. Had Robert suc-
ceeded, his brother almost certainly 
would have lost Texas, and perhaps 
both Carolinas and Louisiana – Presi-
dent Eisenhower had carried five of 
the 11 Confederate states in 1956 – and 

the election.   
Johnson, one of the few presidents 

who spent most of their adult lives in 
Washington, had no idea how to win 
the presidency. Convinced that the 
country was as mesmerized as Wash-
ington is by the Senate, Johnson did 
not formally announce his candidacy 
until six days before the 1960 conven-
tion. 

Johnson did, however, know how 
to use the presidency. Almost half 
the book covers the 47 days between 
the assassination and Johnson’s Jan.  
8 State of the Union address. In that 
span he began breaking the congres-
sional logjam against liberal legisla-
tion that had existed since 1938 when 
the nation, recoiling against Frank-
lin Roosevelt’s plan to “pack” the Su-
preme Court, produced a durable con-
gressional coalition of Republicans 
and Southern Democrats. 

Caro is properly enthralled by John-
son putting the power of the presiden-
cy behind a discharge petition that, 
by advancing, compelled a Southern 
committee chairman to allow what 
became the 1964 Civil Rights Act to get 
to the Senate, where Johnson’s meticu-
lous cultivation of another Southern 
chairman prevented tax cut legislation 
from becoming hostage to the civil 
rights filibuster. By taking such arcana 
seriously, and celebrating Johnson’s 
virtuosity regarding them, Caro hon-
ors the seriousness of his readers, who 
should reciprocate the compliment. 

Caro astringently examines John-
son’s repulsive venality (regarding his 
Texas broadcasting properties) and 
bullying (notably of Texas journal-
ists, through their employers) but de-
votes ample pages to honoring John-
son as the most exemplary political 
leader since Lincoln regarding race. 
As vice president, he refused to attend 
the 400th anniversary of the found-
ing of St. Augustine, Fla., unless the 
banquet would be integrated – and 
not, he insisted, with a “Negro table” 
off to the side. He said civil rights leg-
islation would “say to the Mexican in 
California or the Negro in Mississippi 
or the Oriental on the West Coast or 
the Johnsons in Johnson City that we 
are going to treat you all equally and 
fairly.” Caro never loses sight of the hu-
miliations and insecurities that were 
never far from Johnson’s mind. 

Caro is a conventional liberal of the 
Great Society sort (“Unless Congress 
extended federal rent-control laws – 
the only protection against exorbitant 
rents for millions of families ...”) but is 
also a valuable anachronism, a histori-
an who rejects the academic penchant 
for history “with the politics left out.” 
These historians consider it elitist and 
anti-democratic to focus on event-
making individuals; they deny that 
a pre-eminent few have dispropor-
tionate impact on the destinies of the 
many; they present political events as 
“epiphenomena,” reflections of social 
“structures” and results of impersonal 
forces. Caro’s event-making Johnson is 
a very personal force. 

Samuel Johnson said of Milton’s 
“Paradise Lost” that no one ever 
wished it longer. Not so Caro’s great 
work, which already fills 3,388 pages. 
When his fifth volume, treating the 
Great Society and Vietnam, arrives, 
readers’ gratitude will be exceeded 
only by their regret that there will not 
be a sixth. 

  ©2012, Washington Post Writers Group 

Backstabbing liberals
Author lays bare New Frontiersmen’s hatred for LBJ 

george f. will

The Courier-Journal, Louisville, Ky., on child abuse and state dis-
closure:

Kentucky is among many states that 
continue to have a poor record when 
it comes to conforming to a basic di-
rective of federal law: publicly disclos-

ing information about child abuse and neglect 
in cases that result in a death or life-threaten-
ing injury.

Kentucky earned a big fat C in the survey 
that ranks states with letter grades A through 
F — a ranking that remained virtually un-
changed from the first such national survey in 
2008. ...

“A culture of secrecy in states across the 
country continues to hamper efforts to stem 
the tide of child abuse-related fatalities and 
near-fatalities,” according to the two groups 
which produced the report, the Children’s Ad-
vocacy Institute at the University of San Diego 
School of Law and First Star, a Washington-
based child advocacy group. ...

In fact the only thing that changed in Ken-
tucky was that a state judge last year ordered 
the Cabinet for Health and Family Services 
to follow state open records law, as the report 
notes.

And that came only after a two-year battle 
by the state’s two largest newspapers, The Cou-
rier-Journal and the Lexington Herald Leader, 
a battle that continues even as the cabinet has 
begun disclosing some — but not all — of the 
records Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip Shepherd 
ordered released. Even as the administration 
of Gov. Steve Beshear cites a desire for trans-
parency, cabinet officials have appealed Shep-
herd’s ruling, seeking to withhold significant 
details of child abuse death and injury cases.

Kentucky law, in conformance with federal 
law, permits release of state records in the case 
of a child abuse death or serious injury. But 
Kentucky officials, until a judge told them to, 
declined to release any such records, citing the 
need for confidentiality. That desire for confi-
dentiality is misplaced, according to the Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Institute report. ...

All 50 states are eager to accept the millions 
of dollars for child protection that flow from the 
federal Child Abuse Prevention and Training 
Act known as CAPTA. But many, including Ken-
tucky, are less willing to follow the provision of 
CAPTA that calls for “public disclosure of the 
findings or information about the case of child 
abuse or neglect which has resulted in a child 
fatality or near fatality.”

... CAPTA comes up for reauthorization in 
2015 and the institute’s report recommends 
Congress tighten the language of the federal 
law at that time. ...

A culture of secrecy

North Dakota senator adds sanity
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison, on federal budget 
deliberations:

Instead of touting an unrealistic 
Democratic budget plan in the 
face of an unrealistic Republican 
budget plan, Sen. Kent Conrad, 

D-N.D., just did something significant 
— and responsible.

Unfortunately, he’s also leaving 
Congress. That made it a lot easier for 
him to do the right thing, rather than 
what’s politically expedient during 
this hyper-partisan election year.

Conrad, who leads the Senate Bud-
get Committee, deserves credit for 

pushing the bipartisan Bowles-Simp-
son deficit-reduction plan.

The move surprised many in Wash-
ington. And it provides more attention 
to and momentum for the only fiscal-
ly-sound budget plan so far that’s bi-
partisan enough to pass.

It would slow soaring budget defi-
cits to stabilize national debt. It would 
control spending on entitlements by, 
for example, raising the Social Secu-
rity retirement age over time. It also 
would trim defense spending and 
close tax loopholes.

Conrad, who was a member of the 
president’s debt commission headed 

by former Clinton White House Chief 
of Staff Erskine Bowles and former Re-
publican Sen. Alan Simpson of Wyo-
ming, isn’t going to force a vote on his 
package. That’s disappointing.

Conrad’s high-profile move to offer 
Bowles-Simpson as a formal resolu-
tion is nonetheless welcome as anoth-
er small step toward fiscal sanity. ...

America needs more leaders un-
afraid to do the right thing even when 
they’re facing re-election. That also 
means we need more voters willing to 
support leaders who value workable 
solutions over partisan games.
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Caro is a conventional 

liberal of the Great Society 

sort  ... but is also a valuable 

anachronism, a historian 

who rejects the academic 

penchant for history “with 

the politics left out.” 


