
John was a witness to the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ and wrote the Gospel 
for the purpose of giving that witness 
the widest circulation. 

In his fi rst chapter he introduced 
another John (the Baptist) as a 
witness, but his own witness is even 
more powerful for the Baptist’s life 
was cut short before the mission of 
Jesus was completed by His death and 
resurrection. John, the Gospel writer, 
was present at the crucifi xion and 
at the empty tomb. He could testify 
concerning the full span of our Lord’s 
life and redemptive work.

1. At Home in Bethany (vv. 1-16) 
Mary and Martha, residents of the village of Bethany, 

became grievously concerned when their brother’s illness 
became severe. 

Their fi rst thought was to get the word to Jesus, their best 
friend. He would not only care, He would know what to do. 
They must have been startled to learn that Jesus deliberately 
delayed coming to their side in this extreme emergency. 
Jesus lingered, not because He did not care, but because 
He did. He was willing for loved ones to suffer anxious 
moments temporarily because, out of His later arrival, they 
would receive glorious revelations of Himself not available 
otherwise. He must time His works by His own wisdom and 
not by man’s. 

Therefore, Jesus tarried for two days, apparently for the 
purpose of letting death occur. Friends of Jesus needed to 
learn that the Lord of life is victor over death. Returning to 
Bethany held its hazards just then, and Jesus placed His own 
life in jeopardy to bring life to another. He knew Lazarus was 
dead, though He used a customary word, calling it “sleep.”

Thomas took a dim view of things, thinking Jesus was 
leading them into the portals of death instead of the arena of 
eternal life. 

But Thomas remained loyal. Even though Thomas could 
see nothing but ruin for them, he had no thought of deserting 
the Master. Jesus walked in perfect light and therefore in 
perfect closeness. The men followed in love, thoroughly 
committed to the willingness to die for anything He proposed.

2. Arrival in Bethany (vv. 17-27)
By the time Jesus and His disciples arrived in Bethany 

Lazarus had been dead for four days. Assuming that the 
messengers came to Jesus in one day, and He tarried two 
more days before starting to Bethany, and the trip to Bethany 
took a day, the four days are counted from the time Jesus 
got the message. He could not have reached Bethany before 
Lazarus’ death even if He had left immediately. The notation 
that Bethany was about two miles from Jerusalem explained 
both the number of mourners present and the speed with 
which the raising of Lazarus from the dead was known by the 
Jewish leaders. 

The two sisters had been through a traumatic experience 
over at least a week. Lazarus had died and had been buried 
and Jesus still had not come. Hope had led to despair. Then 
perplexity was mixed with aggravation. Then when Jesus did 
fi nally arrive, faith and love were revived. 

A mild rebuke was quickly followed by an experience of 
tremendous confi dence. 

Did Martha expect Jesus to raise her brother from the 
dead? Probably not. When they went to the tomb later it was 
Martha who protested the removal of the stone from the 
door that sealed the tomb. Probably she was expressing the 
confi dence that whatever she needed in comfort, strength, 
help, and hope God could provide for her through Jesus 
Christ. 

She got far more from God through Jesus Christ than she 
expected. 

Jesus assured her that her brother would rise again. To 
that she responded that she knew that He would rise again in 
the general resurrection. Her response to Jesus indicated that 
perhaps she thought that Jesus was repeating to her what 
others had already said by way of comfort. 

However, Jesus meant more than that. In one of the most 
signifi cant of His claims He said, “I am the resurrection and 
the life” (v. 25). By His own resurrection from the dead He 
gave validity to the claim. 

What He claimed, He could do. He was resurrection 
Himself. He brought resurrection to Lazarus. 

But He was also life. Life is defi ned in Jesus Christ. He 
came to give an eternal life that even death could not snatch 
away. He explained further what He meant by resurrection 
and life — that a person who believed in Jesus Christ 
personally shall continue to live, though he were to die 
physically. Physical death may overtake the believers, but 
spiritual death has no power over him. Eternity had invaded 
time in the arrival of Jesus. 

Pointedly, Jesus asked Martha, “Do you believe this?” (v. 
26). No one can sidestep the directness of that question. Each 
one has to answer it personally. 

Martha’s answer was a threefold profession of faith in 
Jesus Christ (v. 27).

3. Miracle of Bethany (vv. 38-44)
Jesus commanded that the stone be rolled away from 

the tomb. In prayerful posture, He talked to God. Then He 
commanded the grave to yield its dead. Death had met its 
master; the tomb had met its conqueror. Lazarus came forth, 
and the grave clothes were loosened — his return to life proof 
of the power of the Lord of life. There are certain things to 
note. 

(1). Jesus prayed. The power which fl owed through Him 
was of God. Miracles are just so many answered prayers. 

(2). Jesus sought only the glory of God and designed for 
the glory of God. How different we are! So much what we do 
is attempted to our power and designed for our own prestige. 
It may be that there would be more wonders in our life too, if 
we ceased to act by ourselves and for ourselves and set God 
in the central place. 

Kyle Yates, in his book Preaching from John’s Gospel, 
says: “This incident gives these three lessons: 

(1) Love permits pain and sorrow and heartache that 
individuals may be driven to Christ and that His love and 
sympathy and power may be made manifest. 

(2) Love leaves prayer unanswered or postponed. 
(3) Love comes at length with blessings which are 

indescribably and immeasurably glorious to make certain 
that glory come to the Father. It is Christ’s way of dealing 
with His needy ones.”

(Harold Greenfi eld has been in the ministry since 1951. He 
has written the Sunday School lesson for the newspaper since 
1981. He’s pastor of Wallonia Baptist Church.)
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Brighter Future student inspires 
Red Cross collection for families

Bright idea from local student
TIMES LEADER/Stacey Menser

Brighter Future Learning Center students col-
lected $723 for the local Red Cross chapter 
after one student wanted to do something to 
help families who suffered following disas-
ters. Taking part in the presentation, held 
during the students’ May 11 bike-a-thon, were 
(front, from left) Brighter Future students Kyle 

Jackson, Madison Sloyan, Morgan Aikins, 
Whitleigh Carter, J.J. Lowery, Layton Wall, 
Pax Aikins and Bryson Lane; (back) Brighter 
Future teachers and aides Caroline Garcia, 
Kaitlyn Southerland and Linda Morgan, and 
Red Cross representatives Geneva Malone 
and Raymond Giannini.

It was a typical night at home 
with the family when 5-year-old 
J.J. Lowery decided he wasn’t 
too young to help people in need.

J.J., the son of Jason and 
Heather Lowery, saw images on 
the news, images of people who 
had lost their homes and every-
thing they had in a tornado.

“I wanted to do something to 
help them,” said J.J.

The next day, he went to 
school at Brighter Future Learn-
ing Center on West Washington 
Street and told his teacher, Linda 
Morgan, about the sad situation 
he had seen.

“We started talking about oth-
er types of disasters that cause 
people to lose their homes — 
fi res, fl oods,” said Morgan.

“We also talked about how 
the Red Cross helps people right 
here in our own town when they 
suffer from disasters.”

J.J. was inspired and realized 
that he and his fellow classmates, 
most 4 and 5 years old, could do 
something to help people right 
here in their hometown. They 
could collect money and give it to 
the Red Cross, making sure that 
all the money would be used to 
help people locally.

“It was all J.J.’s idea,” said 
Morgan. “It’s just amazing to see 
children this young have a heart 
for helping others.”

The students were inspired by 
J.J.’s passion and decided to all 
chip in to the collection.

They began asking parents, 
grandparents, friends and neigh-
bors, to give a small donation to 
the Red Cross.

“We also planned our bike-a-
thon,” said Morgan. 

The students spent time riding 
their bicycles in the school park-
ing lot Friday, May 11, to raise 
money and awareness for the 
work being done every day by 
Red Cross volunteers.

When all was said and done, 
this small group of children had 
raised $723.

Raymond Giannini and Gene-
va Malone of the local Red Cross 
chapter visited Brighter Future 
Friday to see the bike-a-thon and 
pick up the children’s collection.

Both agreed, the $700-plus 
collection was much more than 
they had expected.

“This can help so many peo-
ple,” said Giannini, as he thanked 
young J.J. and his classmates for 
the work they had done.

The American Red Cross is a 
humanitarian organization led 
by volunteers. The fundamen-
tal principles of the Red Cross 
movement is to provide relief 
to victims of disaster and help 
people prevent, prepare for and 
respond to emergencies. 

The Caldwell County Chapter 
is included in the Mid-West Ken-
tucky Chapter which also serves 

Hopkins, Christian, Mulenberg, 
Todd and Trigg counties.

Those wanting to learn how 
they, like young J.J., can help 
others right here at home, may 
visit the Mid-West offi ce at 111 S. 
Main St. in Madisonville, or call 
(270) 821-6784.

The Mid-West Chapter offers 
a variety of services through its 
disaster department: assistance 
to disaster victims such as a fi re, 
tornado, fl ood, etc; emergency 
site support; disaster education 
and military communications.

The Red Cross was instru-
mental in providing shelter for 
Caldwell County residents in 
need during the 2009 ice storm.

Volunteers also answer the 
call to help those in different ar-
eas of the United States who are 
suffering from disasters.

By STACEY MENSER
The Times Leader

Red Cross volunteers Geneva  Malone and Raymond Giannini 
accepted a donation from 5-year-old J.J. Lowery and his class-
mates at Brighter Future Learning Center on Friday, May 11.


