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that’s the caliber of player he’s been
recruiting here.”

What about Wesley, once a fixture
around the University of Louisville
program in the mid-1980s because of
his friendships with former Cardinals
Milt Wagner and Billy Thompson?

Wesley had been described as the
“Most Powerful Man in Sports” by
Gentleman’s Quarterly magazine and
was profiled by The New York Times
in 2008 for his connections through-
out the basketball world. He sat in the
first row behind the UK bench for the
last three NCAA Tournament games
this season. He is a family friend of
UK freshman forward Michael Kidd-

Gilchrist.
“(Calipari) said, ‘He (Wesley) gets

a lot more credit for recruiting for me
than what he does,’ ” Todd said. “I
said, ‘Well, if you come to Kentucky,
Sandy Bell (the school’s compliance
director) will want to know where
every one of your tickets goes.’

“She sat down with him last year
during the NCAA Final Four and had
him list every ticket he gave out and
the relationships. Because we get
questions. We’ve gotten calls from the
NCAA; they say they saw Wes sitting
behind our bench. Mitch knows him
(Wesley) and has seen him sitting
behind other benches, too. He’s not

just with John Calipari.
“I said, ‘Sandy Bell would be

watching anybody like that.’ And he
said, ‘I’m fine with that. I don’t need
any help with recruiting.’ ”

On the flight home to Kentucky,
Pratt sensed that this time Todd and
Barnhart were ready to hire Calipari.
Three days later, on April 1, 2009, they
made it official.

And three years and one day after
that, John Calipari gave Kentucky its
eighth NCAA men’s basketball cham-
pionship.

Steve Wieberg of USA Today also contrib-
uted to this story.

John Calipari has shown a knack for pushing freshmen like Marquis Teague to embrace a team concept after being individual stars in high school. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE C-J

Mike Pratt called Calipari’s 2009
interview “the most phenomenal
presentation I have ever seen.”
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