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UK’S CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON Marquis Teague

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Exactly two
months earlier, freshman point guard
Marquis Teague was in an environ-
ment just like Saturday night’s at
Vanderbilt. The home crowd was
hostile and the old gym was quite
literally shaking with desire to see
him and his University of Kentucky
teammates fail. That day, Dec. 10 at
Indiana, they did.

Although Teague actually had a
strong second half, too much damage
had been done in the first. He missed
all five of his shots — most of them
layups — and turned the ball over
three times before the break. He wilt-
ed, and the Wildcats suffered their
only loss that afternoon, by a single
point.

In the 63 days and 17 consecutive
victories that followed, though,
Teague and his team did quite a bit of
growing up. Saturday night’s 69-63
win against the Commodores and
escape from Memorial Gym, which
has haunted UK over the past decade,
was the culmination of that matura-
tion process.

“I feel like I’ve made a lot of pro-
gress,” said Teague, who this time
started out red hot in the rowdy road
environment. He had eight points, five
assists and just one turnover at half-
time. “My confidence is getting back
where it used to be.”

After watching Vanderbilt charge
back from 13 down at halftime to seize

a late lead, the No. 1 Wildcats (25-1,
11-0 Southeastern) kept their compo-
sure this time, locked down on defense
and hit all the necessary shots to avoid
another Music City meltdown. Teague,
a former McDonald’s All American
who is finally playing like one, had a
huge hand in that.

He finished with 13 points, eight
assists, four rebounds and just the one
turnover. Teague’s final assist was his
most important. With barely a minute
to go and UK protecting a four-point
lead, he tried to drive, slipped and fell
to the floor. But in the same motion, he
managed to see senior Darius Miller
cutting along the baseline toward the
basket and hit him with a bounce pass.
Miller beat the shot clock for a layup
that all but iced the victory with 1:13 to
go.

“I thought he was outstanding,”
coach John Calipari said of Teague.
“He’s getting better.”

Much better. In Teague’s first 18
games, he had 76 assists and 57 turn-
overs. Over the past eight games, he
had 46 assists and only 17 turnovers.
In that span, he averaged 7.9 points,
5.8 assists, three rebounds and 2.1
turnovers.

Considering all of UK’s other weap-
ons, those are winning numbers for
Teague.

“He averaged 28 (points) per game
in high school. He started the season
thinking he was going to score 32 a
game here,” Calipari said. “Then he
understood he couldn’t play that way,
that he had to play like a point guard.
In the last month he has really focused
and really listened and practiced hard,
and all the sudden, he’s transformed
into what one of our typical point
guards plays like.”

To be called one of Calipari’s “typ-
ical” point guards is high praise. His
last four were Derrick Rose, Tyreke
Evans, John Wall and Brandon Knight,
all becoming NBA lottery picks after
just one season in college.

Despite being rated the No. 1 high
school point guard last year, Teague
seemed unlikely to follow their path
after half a season of spotty play for
the Wildcats. Then something clicked.

“Now all of the sudden he’s running
the team, he’s defending, making
layups, making good decisions, get-
ting us into offense,” Calipari said.
“I’ve been really pleased, but it took a
while for him to get the way he is right

now.”
Teague said his recent success has

as much to do with pace as anything.
Known for his elite speed and quick-
ness off the dribble, the Indianapolis
native has learned that just because
he can go fast doesn’t mean mashing
the gas is always the right call.

These are all lessons Calipari tried
to teach Teague from the moment he
arrived on campus. But, the coach
said, all young players who were big-
time recruits believe they know
what's best — until their way fails.
Then they listen.

“When you start getting drilled in
the paper and everybody is killing you
on the Internet. ... They were telling us
to start Doron Lamb” at point guard,
Calipari said, “you start reading that
as a player and you’re like, ‘What?’
Then (Teague) says, ‘It's not working.
Let me do this right.’ ’’

Teague had seven or more assists
four times in the past eight games and
only once in that span had more than
three turnovers. He’s a major reason
that with five SEC games left, the
Wildcats lead every team in the league
by at least three games.

He could also be the key to UK’s
national title hopes. Until recently,
many national basketball analysts
believed Teague might be the only
thing that could keep the Cats from
their eighth NCAA title. That chatter
has died down.

“I have so much confidence in
him,” Calipari said.

“He doesn’t yell at me as much as
he used to,” Teague said. “He’s liking
the way I'm playing.”
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In the last month he has really
focused ... and all the sudden, he’s
transformed into what one of our
typical point guards play like.”
JOHN CALIPARI, Kentucky coach


