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UK’S CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON Doron Lamb

NEW ORLEANS — Quick, name three
University of Kentucky basketball
players.

Now, pause to consider why you left
sophomore Doron Lamb off the list —
because you know you did.

Although he’s the second-leading
scorer on the most talented team in the
country, it’s easy to overlook Lamb.
Perhaps because the 6-foot-4 shooting
guard has never dunked in 76 career
games, while almost all of his team-
mates play way above the rim. The
rest of the Wildcats have thrown down
195 dunks this season.

It could be because Lamb’s contri-
butions to the team often come in the
form of well-timed daggers, single
swished 3-pointers at critical mo-
ments — to end an opponent’s run or
extend one by Kentucky — but he
rarely goes off on a one-man,10-0 run
to overwhelm an opponent. Team-
mates Anthony Davis, Terrence Jones,
Michael Kidd-Gilchrist and Darius
Miller are the ones who do that, grab-
bing most of the headlines in the proc-
ess.

But as the Cats prepare to face
Louisville in today’s Final Four match-
up, now is a good time to remember
Lamb’s value.

Coach John Calipari remembers
last year’s one-point loss to Connecti-
cut in the Final Four, the one in which
Lamb, as a freshman, sank 5 of 10

shots, including 3 of 5 3-pointers, and
scored13 points in 27 minutes off the
bench. Without him, UK wouldn’t have
come so agonizingly close to the title
game; the rest of the team shot16 of 52
(30.7 percent) overall and just 6 of 22
(27.2 percent) from 3-point range.

“I looked at him in the locker room
(Thursday) … and I said to him, ‘Do-
ron, why don’t you figure out what you
were thinking or feeling and tell the
team,’ ” Calipari said. “Doron Lamb
might have been the best player on the
floor in that game.”

He’s also one of the sharpest shoot-
ers in the country this season – and in
Cats history. He has the third-highest
3-point percentage (47.1) in Division I
this season and the highest career
3-point percentage (47.8) ever by a
Kentucky player. If he scores14 points
tonight, he’ll become the 60th member
of UK’s1,000-point club.

That might not have been possible
had his teammates shot it like him that
night against the Huskies last year in
Houston. But without an NCAA title,

Lamb felt he had unfinished business
and returned to school instead of en-
tering the NBA draft.

“I wanted to show everybody I had
a great college career,” he said. “The
reason I came back is to win it all. I’m
right here. I’ve got two more games
left.”

Two more games to impress pro
scouts, too. The website DraftEx-
press.com projects Lamb as a late
first- or early second-round pick if he
comes out after this season. He’d
likely be rated higher if scouts viewed
him as a more all-around threat. Lamb
realizes he’s been pigeonholed by
some as simply a 3-point specialist,
“probably because I do the three-ball
goggles or something.”

He has made popular the post-three
celebration, but lately Lamb has been
showing off other parts of his game.
That’s another reason he returned to
school.

“When I first saw Doron, all he did
was drive or shoot midrange shots,”
Jones said. “I didn’t see him spot up at

all in high school. He’s just trying to
stay in his role as much as possible,
and that’s to make shots for us. But he
really can drive it, and we believe in
him to do it.”

Lamb agreed that his game before
arriving at Kentucky was all about
slashing to score or swishing floaters
closer to the basket. He said he rarely
hung out beyond the arc and has “no
idea” how he became so proficient
from 3-point range. But now that he is,
the Cats count on it.

Against Indiana in the Sweet16,
though, Lamb returned to his old-
school style. He scored 21points de-
spite sinking just one 3-pointer. He
instead blew by Hoosiers guard Jor-
dan Hulls — whom IU put on Lamb
because it viewed him as Kentucky’s
least-likely threat to attack the basket.
That was easy motivational material
for Calipari.

“I know what kind of shooter he is.
I’m challenging him, because when he
plays with a high motor, he’s as good as
any guard in the country,” Calipari
said.

Lamb delivered against the Hoo-
siers, knifing into the lane for five
close-range buckets and drawing four
fouls, which he converted into eight
made free throws in as many tries.

“I just wanted to show everybody I
have an all-around game,” said Lamb,
who added that he isn’t bothered by
people who still think of him only as a
spot-up shooter.

“I just do my role on this team. Just
do my role and hope we win every
game.”
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I wanted to show everybody I had a
great college career. The reason I
came back is to win it all.”
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