
LEXINGTON, Ky. — With Darius Mil-
ler back for his senior season and sopho-
mores Doron Lamb and Terrence Jones
delaying their departures to the NBA,
the popular preseason theory was that
University of Kentucky men’s basket-
ball coach John Calipari had a solid
nucleus of leadership in place to mentor
his latest class of prized freshmen.

But a funny thing has happened
through the third-ranked Wildcats’ first13
games. Rookie swingman Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist, arguably the softest-spoken
player on the team, has taken charge, set a
tone and suddenly seems to be the guy
whose act everyone else is following.

It’s not just his boxscore-stuffing
averages:13.5 points, 6.8 rebounds, 2.2
assists,1.3 steals and1.1blocks per game.
It’s not only his effervescent energy . It’s
his work ethic when he takes the court .
It’s his winner’s mentality.

“You can’t be sitting in the ice tub
yelling to guys to work hard,” Calipari
said. “They don’t want to hear that. So
he’s out here spending the time.”

Recently, Calipari noticed Kidd-
Gilchrist was coming in early every
morning to stretch, work out and take
a few extra shots. Encouraged by
that, and impressed by the fresh-
man’s clutch efforts in early games,
Calipari thought he was ready for a
leadership role and asked him to
“drag some guys with you.”

So Kidd-Gilchrist put out an in-

vitation for teammates to join him,
and UK's “Breakfast Club” was born.
It started with about four players and
has grown to about eight guys who’ve
met a handful of times in the past two
weeks to work out together at
8:30 a.m. and eat breakfast before the
team’s scheduled practices.

“I’m ready to lead. I’m a freshman,
but so what?” said Kidd-Gilchrist,
who can already sense that the early-
morning club is paying dividends. “A
lot of chemistry is building up. It’s
like a brotherhood now.”

That one of the kid brothers is
providing the example for the rest is
unusual. In fact, Kidd-Gilchrist ad-
mits he was “scared” to speak up
early in the season.

He said Miller is like his big brother,
and it was already awkward enough that
Kidd-Gilchrist stole the senior’s starting
spot after a couple of months on campus.
But the more he earned his stripes in
practices and proved his worth in games,
the new guy gathered new confidence.

“I’m always in the gym. I’m just
getting better and better and, as y’all
saw in the Indiana game and the UNC
game, it’s just showing,” he said. “So I
just want to step into that (leader-
ship) role.”

selected anywhere from the eighth to
the15th pick.

“The guys that I’ve coached that
have spent the most time at this game
have benefited the most,” Calipari
said. “You’ll start dragging a team
even as a young player like that. He’s
begun to do it. He’s not afraid to lead.
He’s going to drag that intensity out
of this club.”

So far, there seems to be no nega-
tive reaction to the freshman’s fire
and sudden take-charge approach. In
fact, the Wildcats (12-1) seem to be
feeding off it. Sound familiar?

Kidd-Gilchrist said he’s “like a
Tim Tebow. I just want to win games.
Whatever it takes, I’ll do it.”

If there’s a criticism of him — be-
yond his less-than-pretty shooting
mechanics — it’s that Kidd-Gilchrist’s
frenzied style of play has led to early
foul trouble lately. He has picked up
two fouls early in the last three games.

He got his second in less than five
minutes against Lamar, but he sat on
the bench for just 4½ minutes before
Calipari put him back in to counter
the Cardinals’ scrappiness.

The Cats are clearly a different
team without Kidd-Gilchrist on the
court. Miller has proved to be a calm-
ing influence on UK’s young team.
Lamb is its best shooter. Jones, al-
though inconsistent, is an All-Amer-
ican in spurts.

But as it turns out, Kidd-Gilchrist
is the heart and soul of this team.

“I didn’t really know if I could at
first,” he said, “but now I know it’s
OK.”
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Miller, who harbors no bitterness
toward Kidd-Gilchrist’s rise to star-
dom, said the freshman was leading
this team even before he made that
conscious decision.

“He does a great job of leading by
example,” Miller said. “You don’t see
too many guys who work as hard as
he does and play as well as he does. It
was shocking, especially when he
came in. I kind of expect stuff like
that from him now.”

Calipari likened Kidd-Gilchrist’s
willingness to work to some of the
coach’s past stars: Derrick Rose, John
Wall and Brandon Knight. The fruits of
those players’ labor was a spot in the
NBA draft lottery and many millions
of dollars. The same is likely in store
for Kidd-Gilchrist, whose pro stock —
which was high to start with — has
skyrocketed in13 college games.

“I think everyone agrees he’s a
lottery pick now,” ESPN draft analyst
Chad Ford said. “Before the season
some scouts thought he was and some
scouts thought he wasn’t. He’s got a
consensus going now.”

Ford rates Kidd-Gilchrist the
No. 11prospect available in the next
NBA draft and thinks he could be


