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1
LOS ANGELES

Autopsy: Houston had
cocaine in her system

Detectives found white
powdery substances and a
spoon with white residue in
the hotel room where Whitney
Houston died, according to the
final autopsy report released
Wednesday.

Houston had cocaine
throughout her system when
she died, the report said.

The report does not specifi-
cally identify the substances
as cocaine, although the drug
was found in toxicology tests
in Houston’s heart and ex-
tremities.
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WASHINGTON

Counterfeit cancer
drug found in U.S.

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration is warning doc-
tors that a second counterfeit
version of the best-selling can-
cer drug Avastin has been
found in the U.S.

The FDA said the counter-
feits do not contain the active
ingredient in Avastin, which is
used to treat cancers of the
colon, lung, kidney and brain.
The vials are packaged as Al-
tuzan, the Turkish version of
Avastin that is not approved
for use in the U.S.

The agency says any pack-
ages or vials labeled with the
lot number B6021 should be
considered counterfeit.

U.S. to send diplomat
to reformed Myanmar

The Obama administration
said Wednesday that it would
nominate an ambassador to
Myanmar and ease some trav-
el and financial restrictions on
the formerly military-run
Southeast Asian nation follow-
ing historic elections.

Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton announced
the steps at the State Depart-
ment, calling Sunday’s elec-
tions “dramatic demonstra-
tion of popular will that bring a
new generation of reformers
into government.”

She congratulated the re-
formers and Nobel peace lau-
reate and newly elected mem-
ber of parliament Aung San
Suu Kyi.
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PORTLAND, ORE.

Document: Contractor
knew of Iraq toxin

A document uncovered by
attorneys for soldiers sick-
ened at an Iraqi water treat-
ment plant shows a military
contractor knew a deadly tox-
in was being stockpiled and
used in massive quantities at
the facility, despite the con-
tractor’s repeated denials that
it had knowledge of the toxin’s
presence until soldiers fell ill.

The document, an environ-
mental assessment that Kel-
logg, Brown and Root com-
pleted for the U.S. govern-
ment before the invasion of
Iraq, was finalized in January
2003 — a full five months be-
fore the company said it had
found evidence of the toxic
material, sodium dichromate.

Messages left for KBR
were not immediately re-
turned. Sodium dichromate
can cause skin and breathing
problems and cancer.
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NEW YORK

Weapons terrorist
could get life term

A former Soviet officer
dubbed the “Merchant of
Death” for his reputation for
putting deadly weapons into
the hands of dictators is set for
sentencing today.

Viktor Bout, 45, faces a
mandatory 25 years in prison
and possibly life for his con-
viction on terrorism charges.

Federal prosecutors say
that Bout’s weapons fueled
armed conflicts in Rwanda,
Angola and the Congo and that
he was looking for new deals
in places like Libya and Tanza-
nia when he was arrested.

Read the latest news online at:
courier-journal.com/nationworld
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TODAY IN 1933
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed an
executive order creating the Civilian
Conservation Corps.

NEW ORLEANS — Five former
New Orleans police officers were
sentenced Wednesday to prison
terms ranging from six to 65
years for their roles in deadly
shootings of unarmed residents
in the chaotic days after Hurri-
cane Katrina — with the judge
lashing out at prosecutors for two
hours over their handling of the
case.

Police shot six people at the
Danzinger Bridge on Sept. 4,
2005, killing two, less than a week
after Katrina made landfall. To
make the shootings appear justi-
fied, officers conspired to plant a
gun, fabricate witnesses and fal-
sify reports. The case became the

centerpiece of the Justice De-
partment’s push to clean up the
troubled New Orleans Police De-
partment.

Kenneth Bowen, Robert Gise-
vius, Anthony Villavaso and Rob-
ert Faulcon were convicted of
federal firearms charges that
carried mandatory minimum
prison sentences of at least 35
years. Retired Sgt. Arthur “Ar-
chie” Kaufman, who was as-
signed to investigate the shoot-
ings, was convicted of helping or-
chestrate the cover-up.

Faulcon, who was convicted
on charges in both fatal shoot-
ings, faces the stiffest sentence
of 65 years. Bowen and Gisevius
each face 40 years, while Villava-
so was sentenced to 38. Kaufman
received the lightest sentence at

six years. Afterward, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Kurt Engelhardt ac-
cused prosecutors of cutting
overly lenient plea deals with
five other officers who cooperat-
ed with the civil rights investiga-
tion. The former officers pleaded
guilty to helping cover up the
shooting and are already serving
prison terms ranging from three
to eight years.

“These through-the-looking-
glass plea deals that tied the
hands of this court … are an af-
front to the court and a disservice
to the community,” Engelhardt
said. The judge also questioned
the credibility of the officers who
pleaded guilty and testified
against those who went to trial.
“Citing witnesses for perjury at
this trial would be like handing
out speeding tickets at the Indy
500,” he said.

In particular, the judge criti-
cized prosecutors for seeking a

20-year prison sentence for Kauf-
man, yet Michael Lohman, the
highest-ranking officer at the
scene of the shooting, got four
years under his deal for pleading
guilty to participating in the cov-
er-up. Engelhardt also ques-
tioned about how a former detec-
tive, Jeffrey Lehrmann, received
a lighter sentence of three years
when his role in the conspiracy
was similar to Kaufman’s, who
got six.

“These sentences are, in the
court’s opinion, blind,” Engel-
hardt said.

Ronald Madison and 17-year-
old James Brissette died in the
shootings.

“This has been a long and pain-
ful six-and-a-half years,” said
Lance Madison, whose 40-year-
old, mentally disabled brother,
Ronald, was killed at the bridge.
“The people of New Orleans and
my family are ready for justice.”

U.S. Attorney Jim Letten hugs a supporter of victims who were shot by New Orleans police, outside Federal Court after sentences were handed
down Wednesday in New Orleans. Five former New Orleans police officers were sentenced to prison terms ranging from six to 65 years. AP

5 ex-cops sentenced in killings
Judge: Plea deals in Katrina shootings an
affront to court, disservice to community
By Michael Kunzelman
Associated Press

SANTA MONICA, Calif. — The
dozens of student protesters who
were pepper-sprayed by police at
a California community college
weren’t just angry about not get-
ting into a meeting of school
trustees.

They were fuming about a new
Santa Monica College plan that
would let students who did not get
into a needed, high-demand
course take the class anyway, but
only if they paid hundreds of dol-
lars more.

On Tuesday night, the emo-
tions boiled over at the meeting.

And a day later the state agen-
cy that oversees the state’s com-
munity colleges called on the at-
torney general to judge whether
the plan was legal. Agency offi-
cials also called for the college to

temporarily halt the program.
The college has said the sum-

mer pilot program is an effort to
create new ways to fund some
popular state-required classes in
an era of declining state educa-
tion aid.

Critics say the plan will create
a caste system favoring wealthy
students and runs contrary to the
idea of community colleges as a
gateway into the middle class.

“Students feel they are being
backed into a corner. They feel
like they have been left out of the
discussion,” said Joshua Scuteri,
a student trustee. “The feeling on
campus is it’s like the Alamo.”

The school is one of the state’s
largest two-year colleges with an
enrollment of roughly 30,000 stu-
dents. About 1,100 classes out of
7,430 have been slashed since
2008. As a result, students can’t
get the courses they need to grad-

uate. They have held protests be-
fore but wanted to be heard and
seen by trustees Tuesday night,
students said. They were upset
because only a handful of them
were allowed into the meeting.

When their request to move
the meeting to a larger venue was
denied, they began to enter the
room, said David Steinman, an
environmental advocate.

The clash, parts of which were
videotaped and posted online, oc-
curred in a narrow hallway
packed with shouting protesters.
The videos show a chaotic scene
with some struggles between
them and police.

Two officers were apparently
backed up against a wall, and be-
gan using force to keep the stu-
dents out of the room. Steinman
said both officers used pepper
spray. “People were gasping and
choking,” he said.

Jasmine Delgado, vice presi-
dent of the college’s Associated
Students, said she tried to restore
calm shortly before officers used
the pepper spray.

Delgado said she was pushed
to the ground by an officer where
she landed on her right arm. She
said she suffered a contusion and
her arm was in a sling Wednes-
day. “I think this shows how much
students are willing to go through
for their education,” she said.

School officials said an over-
flow room was available to stu-
dents, but that the demonstrators
wanted to get inside the main
meeting space.

In a statement, college Presi-
dent Chui Tsang said that despite
people engaging in unlawful con-
duct, including setting off fire
alarms, police made no arrests.
He said the college was investi-
gating the incident.

Angry students get pepper-sprayed
By Greg Risling
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With the Re-
publican presidential nomination
more firmly in hand after his
three primary victories Tuesday,
Mitt Romney accused President
Barack Obama on Wednesday of
hiding his true intentions and cre-
ating “straw men” to distract at-
tention from his record.

Speaking from the same stage
where Obama had spoken 24
hours earlier, Romney cited an in-
cident last month when the presi-
dent didn’t realize the micro-
phone was on when he was speak-
ing to Russia’s president to ques-
tion whether Obama is telling the
electorate the truth.

“He does not want to share his
real plans before the election, ei-
ther with the public or the press,”
Romney said in an address to the
American Society of News Edi-

tors convention in Washington.
He cited Obama’s remarks to
President Dmitry Medvedev that
he’d have more flexibility to deal
with Russian concerns after No-
vember’s election. “His intent is
on hiding. You and I are going to
have to do the seeking.”

A day after his primary wins
in Wisconsin, Maryland and
Washington, D.C., he noted, “I
hope that we’re able to resolve
our nomination process as soon
as possible,” saying that Republi-
cans need to be “somewhat com-
petitive” with Obama’s “billion-
dollar quest.”

Romney’s address came the
day after the president delivered
a scathing critique of Republi-
cans before the same crowd,
looking to frame the election as a
choice between a president who’s
watching out for the middle class
and Republicans intent on starv-
ing government.

Asked about Obama’s address,
Romney called it “rhetorical ex-
cess” and said there were too
many “distortions and inaccura-
cies” to name. He defended the
House of Representatives’ GOP
spending plan, which the presi-
dent described as “social Darwi-
nism,” and criticized Obama for
saying that Republicans would
roll back environmental regula-
tions and allow corporations “to
do whatever they want.”

“These things are just straw
men that have no basis in reality,”
Romney said.

Romney argued that his vision
for the U.S. was one “where the
pursuit of success unites us, not
divides us” and where “poverty is
defeated by opportunity, not en-
abled by a government check. If
we become one of those societies
that attack success, one outcome
is certain: There will be less suc-
cess.”

Romney says Obama hiding true intentions
By Lesley Clark
McClatchy Newspapers

Mitt Romney speaks at the News-
papers Association of America/
American Society of News Editors
luncheon in Washington. AP
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