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Apair of bald eagles have built a nest just a few
hundred yards from the site of the planned
eastern bridge across the Ohio River, prompt-
ing a scramble among state officials seeking to

ensure the birds’ protection as construction begins in
2013.

“We are still working out the details of how to best
minimize impacts during the construction process ...
(but) special considerations ... will likely be included in
the (construction) contract,” said Kate Heyden, a biolo-
gist with the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife
Resources, whose office is working with officials from
the state Transportation Cabinet and the Ohio River
Bridges Project.

She asked that the precise location of the nest not be
made public, noting that it’s on private property not set
up for crowds.

Plus, “bald eagles are sensitive to disturbance, includ-

BALD EAGLES NEST
NEAR BRIDGE SITE

East Jefferson project will try to limit impact on majestic birds

BALD EAGLE NESTING IN SOUTHEAST
» Egg laying can extend from October through March.
» Clutch sizes range from one to three eggs.
» Successful pairs usually raise one or two young, or occa-
sionally three per nest.
» Eaglets first fly about 10 to 12 weeks after hatching, and
leave their nests within a few days after that first flight.
» The time between egg-laying and first flight is approxi-
mately four months.
» Young birds usually remain in the vicinity of the nest for
several weeks after fledgling because they are almost
completely dependent on their parents for food until they
leave the nesting territory, about six weeks later.
» The entire breeding cycle is
about six months.
Source: U.S. Fish
and Wildlife
Service

A bald eagle brings a fish for its mate recently as they nest near the Ohio River, close to the site where an eastern Jefferson
County bridge is expected to be built. PHOTOS BY PAM SPAULDING/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Bald eagles are no longer on the
federal endangered-species list.

By James Bruggers | jbruggers@courier-journal.com | The Courier-Journal

See EAGLES, Page A9

ON THE WEB
See a photo gallery in the online
version of this story at www.couri-
er-journal.com/bridges, along with
other bridges coverage.
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The city of Louisville has spent nearly a
half-million dollars on outside lawyers to
defend itself in a series of lawsuits over
the past five years — and the legal tab for
taxpayers continues to grow.

Nearly $350,000 has gone for attorney
fees to fund the city’s unsuccessful fight
against lawsuits demanding back pay for
firefighters in a dispute that has lingered
for more than a decade. And another
$135,000 has been spent defending two for-
mer Metro Animal Services directors in
sexual harassment cases after they re-
signed in disgrace.

Taxpayers are on the hook for those le-
gal bills because the Jefferson County at-
torney’s office has hired outside law firms
to represent it in those lawsuits, rather
than defend itself with lawyers already on
the government payroll.

All of the money to pay the firms comes
from the city’s $500 million general fund,
which has run deep deficits since 2008.

The firefighter lawsuits said the city
miscalculated overtime pay for hundreds
of firefighters dating to 1985. The city set-
tled with one group of 850 firefighters for
$45 million in 2009, and lost a $15 million
judgment in a separate case involving an-
other 123 firefighters a year later.

There is a third lawsuit, still pending,
that involves another 100 firefighters who
say they deserve to be reimbursed for un-
derpayments dating to 1997.

Ann Oldfather, the lawyer representing

Legal
costs
for city
growing
5-year tab approaching
$500,000 for taxpayers
By Dan Klepal
dklepal@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See LAWSUITS, Page A4

The Pentagon has cleared the way for a
death penalty trial against five Guantana-
mo Bay prisoners charged with engineer-
ing the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

Retired Vice Adm. Bruce MacDonald,
the senior Pentagon official overseeing
military commissions, signed off on the
capital trial against Khalid Sheik Moham-
med, 46, and four alleged co-conspirators,
the Defense Department said Wednesday.

The military had not yet presented the
men with the charges at the remote prison
at the U.S. base in southeast Cuba. That
meant the 30-day clock had not yet started
requiring their appearance before a mili-
tary commissions judge to hear a formal
reading of the charges at Guantanamo’s
war court compound, called Camp Justice.

The soonest they would be presented
the charges would be today, said David

Pentagon
approves 9/11
death penalty
trial for five

See GITMO, Page A2

By Carol Rosenberg
McClatchy Newspapers
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