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“Faith gives you an inner strength and a sense
of balance and perspective in life.”

GREGORY PECK (1916-2003), American movie star (“To Kill a
Mockingbird,” “Gentleman’s Agreement”), who was born on April 3.

NICK ANDERSON IN THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE

MONGU, Zambia — In a
global anti-malaria
movement I saw begin in

Oval Office meetings and inter-
national summits, Mongu is at the
end of a very long road. Located
in western Zambia, about 75
miles from the Angolan border,
the town is not close to anywhere.
The rivers of the region are more
like swamps filling a flood plain,
their courses hidden by tall

grasses — from
the air, wide, ser-
pentine bands of
lime green. If riv-
ers are like arter-
ies, these are
clogged.

Standing wa-
ter breeds mos-
quitoes, which
carry the malaria
parasite, which
takes the lives of

children in seasonal waves. In
this part of the world, some par-
ents don’t officially name their
children until the age of 5, since
so many don’t survive the killing
fields of childhood.

Zambia has been the main test
case for anti-malaria efforts dur-
ing the last several years — a fo-
cus of funding by the U.S. govern-
ment, the Gates Foundation and
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria. Now
the Anglican Church, interna-
tional aid groups and philanthro-
pists such as Neville Isdell and
Chris Flowers are attempting to
fill remaining gaps in bed-net
coverage in remote border areas,
including Mongu.

The work isn’t easy. About
19,000 nets are currently distrib-
uted in an area needing 200,000.
Their proper use requires educa-
tion. At a ceremony I attended
launching a local anti-malaria
campaign, a Zambian official
threatened to confiscate bed nets
employed as fishing nets or sewn
into wedding dresses.

Despite such obstacles, anti-
malaria efforts in Zambia have a
history of success. From 2001 to
2008, Zambia saw more than a 60
percent reduction in inpatient
malaria cases and deaths. The
methods of fighting malaria are
reliable and non-controversial:
long-lasting insecticide-treated
bed nets, indoor residual spray-
ing of insecticides and treatment
with effective new drugs.

Successful anti-malaria ef-
forts are an odd hybrid — part
military operation and part
church meeting.

The logistics of distributing
nets and spraying insecticides re-
quire martial scale and organiza-
tion. Gains against other diseases
come arithmetically, dose by
dose. Gains against malaria come
exponentially, as chunks of geog-
raphy are secured.

But bed nets can’t simply be
thrown off trucks. Their employ-
ment depends on human behav-
ior. And behavior is only influ-
enced by trusted institutions. So
the Anglican Church in Zambia
organizes volunteer malaria con-
trol agents, each charged with
overseeing perhaps 15 house-
holds — making sure the nets are
properly installed and not used
for fishing and weddings. The
success of a vast anti-malaria
campaign ultimately depends on
a group of compassionate, slight-
ly nosey church ladies.

The whole effort is only sus-
tainable if local governments
take leadership and gradually as-
sume greater burdens. Here,
Zambia is fortunate. Its new
president, Michael Sata, is a for-
mer health minister. Zambia’s
first lady is a former ob-gyn. The
government’s first budget in-
creased health spending by 45
percent in a single year — a com-
mitment permitted by the rising
price of copper in Zambian
mines.

But much of the progress
against malaria here has been
made possible by America, par-
ticularly through the President’s
Malaria Initiative (PMI) — which
has provided millions of nets in
Zambia. It is an unexpected inter-
vention for a superpower. China,
for example, has taken a differ-
ent approach in Zambia — pro-
viding foreign assistance in ex-
change for resource concessions.
And China out-invests America in
Zambia by more than 10-to-1. Chi-
na’s influence is everywhere —
and resolutely self-interested.

The American Embassy, in
contrast, is mainly a health care
provider. Of the $400 million the
United States spends each year
on Zambia, $370 million goes to
fighting AIDS and malaria.

Zambia has issued a recent
judgment on the merits of China’s
transactional, extractive foreign
policy. President Sata ran and
won on a platform opposed to out-
sized Chinese influence. Upon
taking office, his first diplomatic
meeting was with the Chinese
ambassador — whom he publicly
excoriated for bad Chinese labor
practices. Sata’s first public re-
ception honored the Peace Corps
and USAID — America’s aid
agency.

In much of sub-Saharan Afri-
ca, the American image is now
defined by its aid efforts. It is a
form of influence that is hard to
measure or weigh. But people re-
member when you help to save
their children.

Michael Gerson, a former speech-
writer for President George W. Bush,
is a Washington Post columnist. His
email address is michaelger-
son@washpost.com.

Childhood killing fields

Michael
Gerson

W e never thought we’d get
to say this, but Ken-
tucky’s legislature set a

good example of openness in gov-
ernment by holding this year’s fi-
nal state budget negotiations in
public view.

The budget conference com-
mittee meetings were not open to
the public but were broadcast by
KET, enabling citizens and media
to watch a process that’s usually
sealed off and guarded by state
troopers.

Best of all, the televised con-
ference committee sessions pro-
duced the first budget that was on
time since 2006.

Openness and effectiveness
really did go hand in hand.

The process of reaching
agreement between House and
Senate conferees was aided by
the shortage of goodies to fight
over in an austere budget that
slashes spending on state govern-
ment and higher education and
gives state employees and teach-
ers no raises and retirees no cost
of living adjustments.

Frightened by Kentucky’s
sagging credit rating, lawmakers
restrained their usual lust for
pork-barrel projects and relied
less on one-time money to pay re-
curring expenses, though with
$217 million in non-recurring rev-
enue, the new budget is still a far
piece from structural balance.

The legislature largely adher-
ed to Gov. Steve Beshear’s budget
proposal, but unfortunately it di-
verged from Beshear’s plan by
nixing an expansion of early
childhood education. Beshear
had recommended a modest in-
crease of $15 million.

The legislature also frustrat-
ed University of Kentucky Presi-
dent Eli Capilouto’s plans to re-
build UK’s bedraggled campus
by refusing to let UK indepen-
dently take on debt to build aca-
demic buildings. The legislature
did, however, give the nod to Cap-
ilouto’s plans to turn over the re-
placement of aging dorms to a
private company.

House and Senate found more
to argue about over the use of
severance tax revenues. Senate
President David Williams raised
good points about how revenue
from finite resources such as
coal is being frittered away on
spending that will have no trans-
formative impact on the econo-
mies of coal-dependent counties.
Sixty-eight pages of severance-
tax funded projects in the House
budget, everything from Little
League baseball equipment to
fire trucks, might make some
folks back home happy, but they
won’t set a new economic founda-
tion at a time when a steepdrop in
Appalachian coal production is
predicted.

In a separate bill, the legisla-
ture approved using some coal
severance money to help finance
higher education in coal counties.
But the debate about how to make
the most of a tax that’s supposed
to help a coal-dependent region
diversify its economy needs to
continue. The legislature should
consider setting aside a part of
the severance tax in a trust fund
that would produce dividends for
coal counties well into the future.

An editorial in The Lexington Her-
ald-Leader.

Budget talks let sunshine in
speech on Tuesday in Washing-
ton that convinced us that Ryan
deserved to be in the top-tier of
the veepstakes.

In what was a defining
speech of his 2012 reelection
campaign, Obama repeatedly
called out Ryan and Republi-
cans for their “laughable” ap-
proach to deficit reduction, de-
scribingthebudgetplanputfor-
wardbytheWisconsinRepubli-
can as a “Trojan horse”. Added
Obama: “Disguised as deficit
reduction plans, it is really an
attempt to impose a radical vi-
sion on our country. It is thinly
veiled social Darwinism.”

Them’s fighting words. And,
they make clear that a major
part of Obama’s strategy head-
ing toward November is to
make Ryan — and the budget
planshehasproposedineachof
the last two years — famous or,
more accurately, infamous.
(Make sure to read Ezra Klein’s
smart piece on Obama’s efforts
to elevate Ryan.)

Knowing now that Obama is
going to go all-out on the Ryan
plan, it makes an increasing
amount of sense for Romney to
not only fully embrace the plan

When we did our inaugu-
ral rankings of the ten
men and women most

likelytowindupasformerMas-
sachusetts governor Mitt Rom-
ney’s vice presidential running
matethisfall,wehadWisconsin
Rep. Paul Ryan ranked10th.

Within seconds, we received
a slew of emails, Tweets and
Facebook messages from peo-
ple — political professionals
and not — insisting that Ryan
was ranked far too low.

Eventsoverthelastfewdays
— in Wisconsin and Washing-
ton, D.C. — have convinced us
that we we were wrong. (This is
not an uncommon occurrence.)

The obvious reason for
Ryan’s rise in the veepstakes is
his week spent campaigning
with Romney in Wisconsin fol-
lowing an endorsement of the
former Massachusetts gover-
nor last Friday.

WrotethePost’sPhilRucker,
who has been with Romney
throughout the campaign:

“Since Ryan endorsed Rom-
ney last Friday, he was at the
candidate’ssideateveryturn—
introducing him before formal
speeches, vouching for him at
town hall meetings and joining
him as they eyed cherry pie,
picked up fried cheese curds
andhandedoutsubsandwiches.
(Romney gave away turkey;
Ryan, ham and cheese.)”

It did not go unnoticed — at
leastbytheFix—thatRyanwas
also chosen to introduce Rom-
ney on Tuesday night as the for-
mer governor celebrated his
victory Wisconsin primary vic-
tory in Milwaukee. (Does this
guy know how to party or
what?)

And, Ryan’s introduction
featured just the sort of attack-
dog rhetoric against President
Obama that the vice presiden-
tial nominee will be called on to
offer up throughout the fall
campaign. Ryan’s best zinger
onObama?“Heisgoingtotryto
divide us to distract us,” the
Wisconsin Republican thun-
dered from the podium.

While it’s clear that Ryan’s
stintonthestumpamountedtoa
sort of vice presidential tryout,
it’s actually something that
President Obama said in a

(as he has done) but to fully em-
brace the man too.

It’s not hard to imagine this
thought in Romney headquar-
ters this morning: You want to
make the Ryan plan the center-
piece of this campaign? Fine.
Gameon.That’safightwewant.

If you believe — and you
should — that the dominant is-
sue of this campaign is over
which party has the best plan to
put the country on sound finan-
cial footing then there’s no bet-
ter way for Romney to drive a
contrastwithObamathantoput
the face of the conservative ap-
proach to budgeting on the na-
tional ticket. (It doesn’t hurt
that Ryan is telegenic, beloved
by tea party conservatives and
from a swing state like Wiscon-
sin.)

Obviously we are still very
early in the veepstakes. And,
speculation about Ryan — or
anyone else — is just that: spec-
ulation. But, it’s clear that
Ryan’s stock has soared in re-
cent days. And he’s got Presi-
dent Obama to thank for it.

Chris Cizzella is a columnist and
blogger for The Washington Post.

Ryan’s VP prospects
rapidly improving

U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan campaigned with Republican front-runner Mitt
Romney in Milwaukee on Monday. Ryan’s prospects for the vice
presidential nomination are said to be rising. AP

Stint with Romney
may be audition
By Chris Cillizza
The Washington Post

Time: 04-04-2012 18:18 User: marjohnson PubDate: 04-05-2012 Zone: KY Edition: 1 Page Name: A 11 Color: CyanMagentaYellowBlack


