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The Bardstown-Nelson
County Tourist and
Convention Commission
unanimously approved its
annual audit for the 2010-
2011 fiscal year during its
meeting Tuesday morning. 

Chairman of the Board
Bill McCloskey presented
the document and told the
council, the same format
used last year was used this
year. 

McCloskey said the
results were the same and
everything looked to be in
order. 

Overall, the tourism
board was found to be in
compliance with all regula-
tions.

Aside for audit regula-
tions, the Nelson County
Economic Development
Agency is currently in
phase two of three of gath-
ering decorations for Light
Up Bardstown.

According to NCEDA
President Kim Huston, the
second round of Christmas
decorations have been
ordered. They will be placed
in downtown Bardstown. 

Huston noted that they’ve
had some people interested
in donating money for more
Christmas lights, so they’ve
been speaking with them to
see what different types of
decorations they would like
to see. 

“Our goal is to make
Bardstown a destination for
people to come and see
Christmas lights,” Huston
said, adding that she hopes

to incorporate more busi-
ness participation in Light
up Bardstown. 

During the marketing
report, Vice President of
Tourism Dawn Przystal
informed board members
how she has been working
steadily with media outlets
to promote Bardstown.

Przystal said she has
worked with journalists
throughout the country for
their stories on FAM Tours,
bourbon, horses and the his-
tory of the region. 

She added that she did
tourism training with the
staff at the Bourbon
Heritage Center. 

Fox 41 will also be in
town at My Old Kentucky
Home filming an “Our
Town” segment, Przystal
noted. 

During the February
financial report, Przystal
notified the board that room
tax was set at 6.16 percent.

In other news:
• During the community

relations report, Eddie
O’Daniel discussed how the
“Bed and Breakfast
Association” was in town
for its annual meeting at My
Old Kentucky Home.
“Unfortunately, we didn’t
have any local bed and
breakfasts involved,”
O’Daniel said. 

According to O’Daniel,
many bed and breakfasts are
struggling due to fewer
guest stays. 

Since most bed and
breakfasts throughout the
state are historic places, it’s
difficult for them to main-
tain the structure with a lim-
ited income. 

• Glenn Koger presented
the sports market report.
Koger said all Little League
games are currently going

in full force.
He added that the number

of tee ball teams has also
increased from seven to 15
teams. 

“Everything Little
League wise and sports
wise is going well,” he
said. 

• A group of people
from Madison, Ind., will
visit the area next Friday.
Huston said the officials
from that area are learning
how Bardstown runs.

“It’s always nice when
people from other areas
hear about your success
stories,” she said.

•Huston informed the
board that the president
and CEO of YMCA were
recently in town, inquiring
about setting up a YMCA
in the area. 

This is something mem-
bers of the tourism board
and the community have
been hoping for a while: a
community facility with an
indoor pool. 

To Huston, the YMCA
has all the perfect ingredi-
ents for the community’s
wishes. 

“The footprint on how

to run this is already there,”
she said
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County had a $399 million
share. 

“Perhaps more difficult to
quantify is the extra quality
of life benefits that St.
Catharine College brings to
the north-central part of
Kentucky,” Lambert wrote.
“Graduates receive a liberal
arts education that addresses
issues such as diversity, reli-
gion and ethics, which
enables them to become
leaders in their communities
and professions.”

Huston emphasized the
growth of the college during
the last four years, which
were four of the worst eco-
nomic years of a recession.

Through the last four
years, he said, the college
has built three major build-
ings and spent $850,000 on
energy conservation, as well
as spending $1 million in
infrastructure around cam-
pus. 

“We’ve had double-digit
growth in most of those
years,” he said. “The projec-
tions look even better for
August.” 

The college is bringing
people in from outside of the
community, he said. 

“I see people moving in
from other parts of the coun-
try and beyond the country,”
he said. “It’s just creating a
different campus than what
we’ve had before.” 

Partnerships with local
school districts

Roger Marcum, executive
vice-president at St.
Catharine College, dis-

cussed partnerships the col-
lege had with local school
districts.

“The greatest enrollment
increase we saw at St.
Catharine College was in
dual credit,” he said. “That’s
partnerships we have with
Nelson County, that we have
with Marion County,
Bethlehem, Bardstown and
certainly Washington
County.”

He also mentioned
Commander College, where
students can earn an associ-
ate’s degree in liberal arts
before they leave high
school. 

Marcum said the
Commander College initia-
tive is only one of six of its
kind in the state. 

“We feel like now, rather
than complain about the
quality of students we
receive and say, ‘They’re not
ready, why aren’t they
ready,’ we’re trying to be a
partner in that to see that
they are ready,” Marcum
said. 
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Jessie
Lee
Farmer,
78, Bard-
stown,
died
Monday,
March 19,
2012, at
her home.
She was
the former
Jessie Lee
Cambron, a native of Lake
City, Ark., a beautician by
profession and was a member
of Bardstown Church of God.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Zemer and
Susie Farmer; three sisters,
Virgie L. Cambron, Ruby
Grace Riddle and Modine
Rirst; and a brother, Charles
Cambron.

Survivors include a
daughter, Deborah Henry,
Bardstown; three sons, Bobby
R. (Wilma) Farmer, Costa

Rica, Roy “Dale” Farmer,
Niles, Mich., and John Carl
Farmer, Cave City; eight
grandchildren; seven great-
grandchildren; two sisters,
Rose McCollum, Greers
Ferry, Ark., Mary Jane
Gilmore, Batesville, Ark.; and
a brother, Earl Cambron,
Malden, Mo.

The funeral will be 7 p.m.
Thursday at Kappel Funeral
Home, Lebanon Junction.
Cremation was chosen. The
Rev. Doug Lutes will offi-
ciate.

Visitation is 5-8 p.m.
Thursday at the funeral home.

Expressions of sympathy
may be made to Hospice of
Nelson County.

Kappel Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements.

Jessie Lee Farmer, 78

Jessie Farmer
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Tourism board in compliance with all audit regulations 
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Members of the Bardstown-Nelson County tourism
board convene for their meeting Tuesday morning.

Tourism grant applications due
Tourism Development

Grant Applications will be
accepted until April 1. To
encourage new tourism ven-
ues, events and attractions,
the Bardstown-Nelson
County Tourist and
Convention Commission has
initiated a Tourism
Development Grant program
for government or non-prof-
it organizations in Nelson
County.  All requests shall be
in keeping with the

Commission’s mission of the
promotion, marketing and
development of tourist and
convention activities in
Nelson County.  Contact the
commission at 348-4877 for
grant guidelines and to
receive an application form.
Forms may also be picked
up at the Welcome Center.
All applications must be
submitted no later than April
1, 2012.

Free coupon class
set for April 10

A free couponing class
is scheduled for 6 p.m.
April 10 at the Nelson
County Public Library, and
is open to the public. Class
instructor is David Pate.
You will learn the basics of
shopping and saving hun-
dreds on your groceries
and keep your pantry
stocked for a fraction of
the price.


