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Sunday was a momentous occasion
for the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, as
the congregation unveiled a one-of-a-
kind painting of Mother Catherine
Spalding.

According to Diane Curtis, director
of communications at the Sisters of
Charity of Nazareth, a tintype portrait
was the only image the Sisters had of
Mother Catherine, the organization’s co-
founder.

When renowned artist Robert G.
Connell offered to create a portrait as a
gift to the congregation, they knew right
away whom they wanted a picture —
Mother Catherine Spalding.  

President of the Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth, Mary Elizabeth Miller, wel-
comed Connell at the unveiling ceremo-
ny. 

Connell is from Pittsburgh, Pa, and
decided to donate a painting in honor of
the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth’s
bicentennial celebration, which takes
place this year. 

His painting, titled “Safe Harbor,”
displays Mother Catherine near the
waterfront in Louisville. She is holding
a young child and has two young chil-
dren next to her. 

Miller noted that Spalding took in
orphaned children whose parents died
from the trip down the Ohio River and
gave them the help they needed.

After the canvas was unveiled, Vice
Provincial Brenda Gonzales led the con-
gregation to bless Connell’s painting of
their beloved co-founder. 

Overall, the Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth are thrilled with the results.

“(Bob) put a great deal into it,” Curtis
said.

The painting will be displayed in
O’Connell Hall at the Sisters of Charity
of Nazareth. 
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Bob Connell, an artist from Pittsburgh, smiles after his portrait of Mother Catherine
Spalding is unveiled to the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth Sunday afternoon.

Mother Catherine portrait unveiled Bardstown
purchases
land for
future school
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

The Bardstown School Board has
approved the $4.5 million purchase of
land off Templin Avenue for the eventu-
al construction of a new school. 

The vote seals the deal on a memo-
randum of agreement the district
signed with Salt River Electric in 2008
expressing interest in purchasing the
70-acre lot, Superintendent Brent
Holsclaw told the board at its Tuesday
meeting. 

Holsclaw said the district would
work closely with Salt River to ensure
the transfer of land is convenient to that
company. However, he said he hopes to
see planning or construction begin on a
school for lower grades in the next two
to three years.

Holsclaw indicated that in the long
term, the campus may even be home to
“multiple schools,” and he said the dis-
trict would be working with architects
and designers to create a 25-year vision
of the campus. 

Four buildings, two barns and a brick
home are already on the site, which is
still being used by Salt River, according

$1.7 million allocated
for Nelson County roads

Despite revenue loss, United Way
still gets aid to local agencies

County officials
acknowledge bulky
item pickup misuse
ERIN L. MCCOY
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The state will invest
$1,726,021 in the mainte-
nance and resurfacing of
roads in Nelson County in
2012. 

Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet District 4 Engineer
Patty Dunaway and other cab-
inet representatives appeared
before Nelson Fiscal Court
Tuesday to announce that
$1,422,405 in rural secondary
road funds were allocated for
the county this year. 

According to Nelson

County Judge Executive Dean
Watts, that number is up from
previous years — the county
received $1.3 million in 2011
and $1.2 million in 2010.

Nearly half of the rural sec-
ondary road funds will be

Most will see a 
reduction in amount
of grants given
BRAD BOWMAN
bbowman@lcni.com

The Nelson County United
Way finished its allocations
process  Monday. After the
Allocations Committee deter-
mined how last year’s funding
was spent including how
2012’s grants would be used,
food, medicine and shelter
were the board’s top priorities. 

The Nelson County United
Way granted $200,000 to 20
agencies despite a 13 percent
drop in revenue. According to
Acting Executive Director
Kenny Fogle, most agencies
will see a reduction from last
year. 

“The Red Cross was cut by
$5,000 from last year,” Fogle

said. “We want to make sure
our first responders are
trained here in Nelson
County. With the recent things
that have happened, we need
people ready in our area. It
could easily happen here in
Nelson County and we
wouldn’t be able to take care
of everything.” 

Some programs such as
Nelson County Senior
Citizens is funded by 98 per-
cent of the Nelson County
United Way’s allocations and,
according to Fogle, it may be
the only meal they get that
day. 

“We need to keep hammer-
ing our message whether it be
with a new company or some-
one locally that hasn’t really
worked with us,” Fogle said.
“There were so many things
we didn’t want to cut.” 

Fogle plans to approach GE
and Ford in the Louisville

Jail reports inmate
intentionally
injured himself
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com 

A Nelson County Jail inmate was
reportedly hospitalized Monday after
intentionally injuring himself.

Nelson County EMS and Bardstown
Police were dispatched
to the jail about 5:03
p.m. Maj. Doug Karr at
the jail said he couldn’t
release any information
on injuries James
Timothy “Timmy”
Yocum, 33, Bardstown,
inflicted on himself.

“He hurt himself,
that’s all I can say,” Karr
said Monday afternoon.

Yocum was trans-
ported to Flaget Memorial Hospital,
then on to University Hospital in
Louisville by Nelson County EMS.

As of 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, Yocum was
in stable condition at University
Hospital.

Bardstown Police Chief Rick
McCubbin said police responded to
support deputy jailers.

James
Timothy
Yocum
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Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet District 4 Engineer
Patty Dunaway spoke to
Nelson Fiscal Court
Tuesday.
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