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KABUL, Afghanistan — 
An Afghan police officer 
killed at least 10 of his fellow 
officers Saturday, a day af-
ter six U.S. service members 
were gunned down by their 
Afghan partners in violence 
that has international and Af-
ghan forces questioning who 
is friend or foe.

Attacks on foreign troops by 
Afghans working with the alli-
ance are on the rise and, while 
cases of Afghan security forces 
killing within their own ranks 
are less frequent, together they 
show how battle lines have 
blurred in the decade-long war.

The assaults on interna-
tional service members have 
stoked fear and mistrust of 
their Afghan allies, threatening 
to hamper the U.S.-led coali-
tion’s ongoing work to train 
and professionalize Afghan 
policemen and soldiers. The 
attacks also raise questions 
about the quality of the Afghan 
forces that have started taking 
charge of security in many ar-
eas of the country as U.S. and 
NATO combat troops move to 
withdraw by the end of 2014.

Coalition officials say that a 
few rogue policemen and sol-
diers should not taint the over-
all integrity of the Afghan secu-
rity forces and that the attacks 
have not impeded plans to hand 
over security to Afghan forces, 
which will be 352,000 strong 
in a few months. But there is 
growing unease between in-
ternational troops and their 
Afghan partners, and that’s 
something Taliban insurgents 
are happy to exploit.

Shakila Hakimi, a mem-
ber of the Nimroz provincial 
council, said the policeman 
who opened fire on his col-
leagues at a checkpoint in 
Dilaram district is thought to 
have had ties to militants. He 
was killed in an ensuing gun-
battle, she said in a telephone 
call from the provincial capital 
of Zaranj, along Afghanistan’s 
western border with Iran.

“The checkpoint is in a re-
mote area of a remote district,” 
Hakimi said. “The telecommu-
nications are poor, and we are 
not able to get more details.”

Hakimi said the provincial 
governor had sent a team to 
the scene to get more details.

On Friday, two Afghans shot 
and killed six American service 
members in neighboring Hel-
mand province in the south, 
where insurgents have wielded 
their greatest influence.

In the first attack, an Af-
ghan police officer shot and 
killed three Marines after shar-
ing a pre-dawn meal with them 
in the volatile Sangin district, 
according to Afghan officials.

Sangin’s district chief and 
the Taliban both identified 
the gunman as Asadullah, a 
member of the Afghan Na-
tional Police who was helping 
the Marines train the Afghan 
Local Police, a village-level 
defense force overseen by the 

Ministry of Interior. The dis-
trict chief, Mohammad Sharif, 
said the shooting happened 
at a police checkpoint after 
a joint meal and a security 
meeting. The meal took place 
before dawn because of Rama-
dan, the Muslim holy month 
of fasting in which Muslims 
abstain from food and drink 
during daylight hours.

A U.S. defense official had 
a differing account. He said 
he had read reports saying a 
man clad in an Afghan secu-
rity forces uniform shot the 
Marines shortly after 1 a.m., 
not at a checkpoint but on a 
coalition outpost. The official 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the incident 
is still being investigated.

Sidiq Sidiqi, a spokesman 
for the Afghan Ministry of In-
terior, told reporters Saturday 
that the shooter might have 
been a member of the Afghan 
Local Police but that Afghan 
investigators were still review-
ing the case.

Later Friday in the Garms-
er district farther south, an Af-
ghan working on an installation 
shared by coalition and Afghan 
forces shot and killed three 
other international troops, said 
Maj. Lori Hodge, a spokesman 
for the coalition in Kabul. A 
U.S. defense official confirmed 
the three victims also were 
Americans. Hodge said both 
shooters had been detained.

There also were differ-
ing accounts of the Garmser 
shooter’s identity.

The U.S. defense official 
said the gunman was described 
as an employee of the Afghan 
Uniformed Police. Sidiqi said 
initial reports were that the 
shooter was a student not as-
sociated with the Afghan po-
lice. Taliban spokesman Qari 
Yousef Ahmadi claimed the 
gunman was a member of the 
Afghan security forces.

Attacks where Afghan se-
curity forces or insurgents dis-
guised in their uniforms kill 
foreign troops have spiked, 
with four such attacks in the 
past week. There have been 26 
such attacks this year, resulting 
in 34 deaths, according to the 
U.S.-led coalition. It’s unclear 
whether the Garmser killings 
will be counted as one of the 
so-called green on blue attacks.

The Taliban claimed re-
sponsibility for both attacks 
in Helmand, the site of many 
green on blue killings.

Since 2009, 18 internation-
al soldiers, including 14 from 
Britain, have been killed in 
such attacks in Helmand. The 
most recent was July 1.

Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai condemned the latest 
killings, ordered investiga-
tions into the incidents and 
directed relevant Afghan au-
thorities to work to ensure 
the safety within training and 
security institutions.

Associated Press Writer Rahim 
Faiez in Kabul contributed to this 
report.
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At least 180 
killed in Iran 
earthquakes
Tehran: At least 180 people 

were killed Saturday when two 
powerful earthquakes struck 
several towns near the Iranian city 
of Tabriz, the Fars news agency 
reported, quoting government 
officials. Hassan Ghadami, the 
deputy interior minister, estimated 
that at least 1,500 were injured. 
According to the U.S. Geological 
Survey, the quakes struck in quick 
succession, with the more power-
ful one measuring a magnitude of 
6.4. Iranian news media reported 
that the epicenters were near four 
smaller cities north of Tabriz: Ahar, 
Heris, Mehraban and Varzaqan. 

U.S., Egypt step up 
talks after attack
Washington: In the wake of 

the attack that killed 16 Egyptian 
soldiers near the border with Israel 
last Sunday, the United States and 
Egypt are negotiating a package 
of assistance to address what 
administration officials described as 
a worsening security vacuum in the 
Sinai Peninsula. Egypt’s new presi-
dent, Mohammed Morsi, and its 
military leaders balked last month 
when Secretary of State Hillary Rod-

ham Clinton and Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta each separately 
pressed them to act more aggres-
sively against extremists operating 
in Sinai. But after the attack, Egypt 
appears to have overcome its 
sensitivities about sovereignty and 
accelerated talks over the details of 
new U.S. assistance.
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Man loses memory, 
has 1,000-mile trip

Raleigh, N.C.: Hugh Armstrong 
says he hitchhiked and walked 
1,000 miles south from New Hamp-
shire without knowing who he was. 
Then he heard his granddaughter’s 
name in a McDonald’s in Asheville 
and started to fill in a few blanks.

Armstrong, 72, had been 

missing for more than two weeks, 
when he disappeared after going 
for a walk while on vacation near 
a New Hampshire lake. The retired 
IBM employee stacked hay for a 
Pennsylvania farmer along the 
way, hitched a ride to Virginia and 
made his way to his home state of 
North Carolina.

A sheriff’s deputy found him 
walking on U.S. 70 at 1:30 a.m. 
Saturday, and identified him as a 
missing person by the initials on 
his wedding band.

“He’s my hero. That’s just a re-
markable feat,” said Deputy Brian 
Walker of the McDowell County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Armstrong hadn’t been able to 
remember his name since he fell 
into a ravine while walking near 
New Hampshire’s Stinson Lake on 
July 25, but he knew his age and 
thought he might know someone 

in Asheville. That’s where he found 
himself in a McDonald’s trying to 
sort things out.

Man dies during 
swim leg of triathlon

New York: An athlete compet-
ing in New York City’s first Ironman 
triathlon died Saturday morning 
during the 2.4-mile swim in the 
Hudson River, the first stage in the 
grueling 140-mile race, accord-
ing to the police. The swimmer, 
identified by the police only as a 
43-year-old man, was taken to a 
hospital in New Jersey but did not 
survive. An autopsy was being per-
formed, the police said. A witness 
said she watched as emergency 
workers tried to revive the man 
after pulling him from the water 
not far from the finish line.
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Ruins of 
houses were 
seen after an 
earthquake 
in the city 
of Varzaqan, 
Iran, on 
Saturday. Iran 
is located on 
seismic fault 
lines and 
is prone to 
earthquakes. 
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