
Outdoor retail giant coming
to Louisville in spring 2013
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WASHINGTON — A Kentucky company that
sells the Air Force as many as 70,000 jackets a
year — including the ones presidents wear —
said Thursday that it will be put out of business if
the federal government adopts a plan to give the
work to federal prisoners.

Ashland Sales and Service, in Olive Hill, em-
ploys 100 people to make the Air Force jackets
under a five-year, $20 million contract.

Every member of the Air Force gets one of the

jackets, and presidents, including Barack Oba-
ma, have worn them while flying aboard Air
Force One.

“It’s not a done deal yet,” said Ashland Sales
President Michael Mansh, who is enlisting help
from Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., and Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., to persuade the
Defense Department to reverse course.

But if the government proceeds as planned,
the 50-year-old company would fold, Mansh said
in an interview.

McConnell issued a statement saying he was

Ky. jacket company says it will
fold if prisoners get contract

By James R. Carroll
jcarroll@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Senate
Minority
Leader Mitch
McConnell is
“stunned” by
the situation. See JACKETS, Page A2

Louisville area: Sunny today, cloudy
tomorrow with night rain/snow mix.
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The Kentucky Board of Med-
ical Licensure issued an emer-
gency order Thursday suspend-
ing a Lexington doctor accused of
knowingly doling out pain pills to
drug-seekers.

The board forbade Dr. Najam
Azmat, who is also the subject of
a criminal investigation, from
practicing medicine in Kentucky
after a medical consultant con-
cluded that Azmat organized his
practice “to maximize fraud and
abuse,” knowingly prescribed
narcotics to out-of-state drug-
seekers and was guilty of “uneth-
ical and criminal behavior.”

The consultant, Dr. Jeffrey
Berg of Louisville, was hired by
the board to review records of 21
of Azmat’s patients. Berg found
that Azmat’s treatment of them
was inadequate and said in a
three-page report to the board
Feb. 1 that Azmat should have
known that the medications he

See AZMAT, Page A8

Dr. Najam Azmat has practiced at
a clinic in Lexington. A state
board suspended his license. SCOTT
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Ky. bars
clinic’s
doctor
from
practice
Pain pill inquiry
focusing on Azmat
By R.G. Dunlop
rdunlop@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

PRESCRIPTION
FOR TRAGEDY
Follow the continuing special report
on the dangers and damage from
prescription drug abuse. See stories,
videos photos and more at www.-
courier-journal.com/drugabuse.

FRANKFORT, Ky. — A drug us-
er since age 11, Melanda Adams
was in her 20s when she began
manufacturing methamphet-
amine, learning in the back of
cars and in her Clay County
home.

Adams told a roomful of Ken-

tucky senators Thursday how
she and her friends would go
into pharmacies and buy boxes
of over-the-counter cold medi-
cines to get enough pseudoephe-
drine, the raw ingredient need-
ed to make methamphetamine.

It’s why she believes that
making those same cold medi-
cines available by prescription
only is the best way to slow the
rampant production of metham-

phetamine in Kentucky, though
she acknowledged that addicts
will always try to find ways
around the law.

“To make it as a prescription
is the only way it’s going to
stop,” she testified before the
Senate Judiciary Committee.

The committee narrowly
agreed, voting 6-5 for a contro-

2012 KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY

COLD-PILL PRESCRIPTION
MEASURE CLEARS PANEL

Mark Jacob works on a prescription at the Art Jacob Prescription Shoppe in St. Matthews. Stores already
require identification and a signature to buy drugs containing pseudoephedrine. MATT STONE, THE C-JAFFECTED

MEDICATIONS
» Prescription
only: Cold and al-
lergy drugs in tablet
form that contain
pseudoephedrine
would require a
prescription under
the Senate bill.
» Examples in-
clude: Advil Cold &
Sinus, Alavert D-12,
Allegra-D, Claritin-D,
Zyrtec-D, Mucinex-D,
Sudafed and Rob-
itussin Cough &
Cold-D.

PSEUDOEPHEDRINE IS INGREDIENT IN MAKING METH

By Jessie Halladay
jhalladay@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See DRUGS, Page A4

WHAT’S NEXT
Proponents of the
bill to require pre-
scriptions for medica-
tions containing
pseudoephedrine
will push for the
required readings
before the Senate
and a vote.

LEXINGTON, Ky. —Gov. Steve
Beshear said Thursday that he
may change his proposed casino
gambling amendment in re-
sponse to legislators’ com-
plaints, while the bill’s sponsor
said it may not pass unless it’s

simplified.
The proposed constitutional

amendment, which the gover-
nor unveiled Tuesday, calls for

up to five casinos at racetracks
and two more at other locations.

But some provisions in the
proposal have drawn criticism,
particularly one to protect the
state’s eight racetracks by ban-
ning a free-standing casino
within 60 miles of a track.

That effectively would mean,

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Beshear may tweak casino bill
By Gregory A. Hall
ghall@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See CASINO, Page A4

GAMBLING
To keep up with the latest news
and information about the efforts
to legalize casino gambling in
Kentucky, go to www.courier-jour-
nal.com/casino.
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